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PREFACE. 


SPI HE very Titleepage , men- 
* tioning the Subject, and 
the Authour of the fol- 
| lowing Diſcourſe, leaves 
"x: #** little need of 4 Recoms 

| mendatory Preface. 
For what Subje& can be ſuppoſed more 
inviting than this of the Grace of God ? 
repreſented to ſuch as were loſt, and de- 
fegning thei Salvation ? If we were the 
Inhabitants of ſome other World, never loft, 
or in which Sin, and Vindi8tive Juſtice .bad 
no place ; "twere a grateful Contemplation 
to us, if from thence, we bad the oppor- 
tynity to view the Methods of Grace far 
7 B 3 | | the 


© - "A Preface. 


the _ 0 miſerable Prijing | Creatures 


# fuch 


* TIzeywiu 


inkupog- | \with earneſt deſire 1, and no 


T1 "A 12 . Worſe, bigh peaks, ee, ty obſerve 


what was -domg to this purpoſe 
in this wretched Waorl d of ours. - . © 


-But who" can conſider himſelf. as loft, _ 
and not - apprebend' the - name * of __ -” 


grace” to carfy: with it "a Pleaſant, Joyfu 
rod * It toa' Planly, argues, & ſtrange 


complication of ſtupidity, ard lightneſs of | 


mind, when to any, who a#e themſelves 


dt #hat loſt race, the Grace of God, by - 
whith- only they can. be ſaved, ts unſavoi- 
ry, and without reliſh.” And it 1s not leſs. 


frrange if they earn _ to be Javed with- 
out”: FM 


EN There. are þo many ſenſible Mikerics 


eentinually uvgng Mankind, thas if they be 
compared -- with' what 'obtains in the common! 


belief of the vo (f wha ſarver Religion, J- 


and 


——— - 


arts 44 hs, Ae Pbe-kindneſ,, | 
and CR of the unfaÞn Angels makes 3 
| them ſtogp down F, and 'pry, || 


4 
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and whgrea fem Brojeſy1 any dontty "that 


| ne would -wonder att Spodd not: be: much 


taken: up. ms; meditating fame way..of, eſcape, 
and hey, they, may. hn Javed out.:of .Juch a 
Gulf as this. .. For, ſetting aſide. the nipard 
evils that... jnfeſt mens minds," (1abich Carry 
moſt of \ Sting and. Puzgency. m-ghon,. to 
thoſe of. a), awakened mental ſenſe )' "tis 


 obviaus .;$0 their difiler. ourward; fenſes, 
. |- that they, arg encompaſſed, and often. ſeiz;d 

- with inmunerable Catamities ,  Sieknefſes., 
© Pais, Violences from - ene andther,' and 
"ther diſaſters , from, which. they, caunot. he 


certain to be. ſafe - one - moment, and” that 


they are all mortal; qnd-after a. {ittle' time 


muſt certainly dy. . The moſt profeſs thems 


{ . ſelves to believe they have about them'ſome- 


what immortal, and that this, World will 
at length have . an, end. Divers , Pagans 
have agreed with Chriſtians # the appre- 
benſion, that, it will end by Fire, an wuver- 
ſal: Coriflagration, and. of an after Felicity 
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il Ira, 


of _fd*common a Rant? | Or 'what. ' is left 
them! \10'\ think of befides, wnlefs they. will 
yeld themſelves to "periſh - without temedy 
Cwhich-"the' Nature of man. abhorrs wy 


Ks £h being ſaved by Grace. * 
he 


ey that have any Notion of God, 
camet think Grace: Rs. of him. Some 
'of the Epicurean Faith, that | thought ik 
1unſyitable- ta the Nature of of ' God to be 


_ toucht with Anger { and who m tobt there- 


fore think our Infelicities to be all: us of 


Courſe, without being any effefts of divine- 
djpledjure) Jet were leſs averſe to think 


- be miglt be toucht with Grace, 


* Pe I (as X Lactantius takes notice, ). 


Lb and fo left themſelves reom for 


the apprehenſion, that our Felicity ſhould be 
"owing to the Benignity and Favour of God. 


But what thoughts of Him can | be more. 


tmworthy; or lefs agreeng with themſelves, 
"oo, » pile be i. Aga jo be 


Mind, 


A ce 


own: nven Power. of i Nattre 7 ran 
_ they: think of; that. ſhould ſave them out 


ade. F a. 
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; - Mind, 4 Spirit, _— be - firſt, everttal Mind, 
| and the Father of 'Spirits, to ſuppoſe be 
| Prod. be leſs kind, benign, and gracious 


t0- our Mumds , and Spirits,” than to' our 
| baſer Fleſh? 'Or that fe who 'expe#t fron 


| bis favour a ſtate of future freedom from 
| bodily 34 diſeaſes te death, \ ſhould nat 


. | expett 71 rom- it feet more a Felictty fut-" 


able to their Nobler part 2 and ſeek thence 
what is of ſo apparent neceſſity , befores 


| 3 hand, to prepare and ou their Minds and 


foi for ſuch a. Felicity ? 
And one would think, that. as they who 


- | are-better inſtrufted m the Aﬀairs of Gods 


Government over men, and that know wh 


| | to aſcribe to bm a uſt diſpleaſure, and 
| anger for their common Apoſtacy,' and re- 
j volt from him, that ſhall be no way wn- 
| 1 becoming , but moſt agreeable to an inft- 
2 Atteh, perfect Being ; ſhould be moſt apt 
| £0: approve,: and admire the Methods, which 
- | the .Grace of God hath pitcht upon, for 


expiating the guilt of Sin by a Redeemer ; 


h 


A Preface. ; 
"fo. they ſhould not be unapt to apprebend || | 
the Neceſſuty of gracious Operations. upon 
the ſpirits of men, te deliver. them from © 
Juch_ diſtempers and  diſaffeFions , «5. are ©; g 
plainly mcanſiſtent with their final Salva- 5 1 
tion, and Bleſſedneſs ; and | give- them ſuch | 
diſpoſitions as are requiſite therety, 3 
-.. Can any. thing be more ſuitable to, the ©; 
Grace of - God, than, when be bath. found | li 
out a way, wherein he-. might, upon terms | 
pot injurious to the dignity of bis Governe |: 
ment, pardon their ſins, he ſhould. alfa 'in- | i, 
ardly © apply himſelf ta them, cure. the Ip 
blindneſs , carnality , and averſion of their || thi 
Miwmds, incline, and jnable them to know, *: 


would avail them nothing, and in which of © 
themſelves they can effe&t nothing ?  , San 
Tis eafie to frame abſtract Diſcourſes, io + 
and general Ideas of what might be per- fore: 
formed by thoſe noble Powers, 4 mans Wow 
0:vn Underſtanding, 41d Will ; but what Yh 


can 


IDE 


; can aitually - be effetted, #1 particular, and 
q circumſtantiated. Cafes, : againſt the ſtreams 
bl | of ſeuſual + Inclingtion, 2. ta-che 1nga» 
# ging of intenle'-thoughts, ov by thinks: 
4 ing, they perhaps are moſt apt to pronounce: 
: confidently, who have leaft tryed. = 
% Nor is any thing more: congruous te 
+ the notion of Grace, than that ' it be at. 
| liberty: berem. 'Unfree Grace were' t6) 
 # every mans underſtanding a plain contra=z 
3 diftion. '' Neither caji-- aty': inconvenient or 
. $ill Conſequence follow upon its being aps: 
| prebended moſt ſovereignly "free. Or any. 
- thing that is not moſt ſuitable to: God," 
Jand. to us. Tt. naturally follows that He ; 
Re not neglected", 'that He" be ſupplica-' 
bed, and ſought unto, that we. abſolutely, 
Lind with great Teverence, 4nd hope, 
. E/urrender , reſign, ' and commit our: ſelves . 
, Wo Hin, Which, bow majeſtick , auguſt, 
foreat, and God-like is it,” on: his part !. 
Pour correſpondent. to- his very Nature 
paige we are told, (Plalm 147.11.) 
12-0 he 


A Preface. 

The Lord-- taketh pleaſure in. chem . | 

; that fear him; in thoſe thar hope in j 
| his mercy. | And how ſuitable is it to | 
the condition of wretched and impo- # | 
rent creatures - that are periſhing, and © _ 
cannot ſave themſelves ! And to fuch one ©} | 
would think no ſubjefb ſhould be more ac- | | 
ceptable: than this of the ſaving Grace 'of | ; 
7 

i: 
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God': Nor therefore a Diſcourſe upon it | 
widcceptable. Rs Rs 

Eſpecially from fuck, an Authour, who! ; 
tho his great Humility, and remoteneſs from ; 
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ie all Oftentation ,of bimſelf, did as much vail | : 
Fs him, as was poſſible to him ; yet bis ſingu- | -3; 
jp lar Worth could not be hid, and deed? p 
the leſs, by how much the more-he en-} 
deavour* F it. His clear and compreten-| 


five Mind, bis excellent Learning , his; {» 
reaſoning argumentative Skill, bis ſolid,” 7.-7 
a woſt diſcerning Judgment, his indefat igable; 7 
LEY: Induſtry, his large Knowledge, and great} - g 


8 

# it Moderation 'm the matters of our unhappy|- 3 
; YM | Eccleſs aſtical differences, his calm diſpaſſi 0f 
+ ps nat: © 


I A. Preface. 
| are Temper, his pleaſant and, moſt ami. 
! able Converſation, did carry ſa great 6 
>; 1 | ore with them,. as 'that, notwithſtanding 

: # bis moſt beloved Retiredueſs , they could 
' not, m his Gircumſtances, but make him 
©! be much known, and muth eſteem'd, and: 
-* boyd by. all that had the; happineſs to 
J | know him; and make the, loſs of him be 
: much lamented. But he was by the things 
' that made his continuance ſo deſirable m * 
| this World,” the fitter for a better, and 
? | More "ſuitable World. He liv'd here as 
"| one that was more a-kin to that other 
"8 World than this; and who had no other 
47 Þuſmeſs here, but to help in making this 
better, From ſuch an hand one may 
7 rtaſondbly expe a Treatiſe very bighly 
157 valuable upon fuch a Subjet: Which 
d,- 'F do with ſo great confidence , that, tho 

- T have not as yet ( wanting Opportunity ) 
", throughly perus'd us, 1 .make -no- doubt. ta 
Py ivite ſuch to the reading of it, as appre- 
f hend the value of the Grace of God, 
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| Enfuing DIs COURSE. 


| "0p Salvation is wholly and only from 


{ _ 


- Grace, proved, Pag. x, 2, 

Jace Je frees in "reſpet of” t. Conſtraint, 2. Me- 
rit, 3. Motive, D: 33 4. 

q 7 4c Salvation is by Grace, demonſtrated from 
2 Gody from- Man, - P- 5, 6. 


| 2. From Man, in everal particulars, 7,8, &C. 
/8.' From God, ienronflrazed in youu pars + 
. Ficalars, © P- 17, &C. 
{of Thoſe condemned who wilt have us te 
by Free-will, and not by Free-Grace, ' 27. 
"The Dottrine of Free-will, di/played, in four 
' | "Print - 3. What\Grace the Patrons 

00 Free-wall 20 own, and connt ſufficient. 
| 2. What theyaſcrite ro Free- will. 3. What 


: I + rhe Tendency of their Principles. 4. What 


a Object azainſt the Doftrine - of Free- 


#; What 
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The Contents. —_ 
' 1. What Grace by them i counted (uffice- | 
WM. be on -c5 - prab fcc. 
TH 3. The Import and dangerous Tendency of 37 T 


gar Aer . 
2G NN 
KY4/-2 WIE. 


Tl of Free-Grace, . , . par} 


SD 9. 4 
41 44 4 doo 


p Books written. and publiſhed by the * Author of this 
Eo enſuing Treatiſe, and ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt} — 
F Pl. . wit the Bible aud, Three Crowns at the lower tnd};, . . 
F of Cheap-lide, near Mercers-Chappel. ** Þ 


W2 N? Evidetice for Dioceſan Churches, nor any{} - - 
2P X N Biſhops without the Choice or Conſent off / 
the People,' in the Primitive Times. . Or an Amy - 
. » ſwer to the Allegations out of Axcigquity for ſuch®. 
Churches, and againſt Popular Elections of Bi-} 
ſhops: Ina late Volume, Intituled, The mweaſony 
ableneſs of Separation : Shewing that they do noty : 
ſerve the Delign for which they are produced. |,  # 
IM Dioceſan Churches not yet diſcovered in the Phils, 
THO _  tiitive Times. Ora Defence of the Anſwer to-Dr.;; 
] 


| Srilling fleets Allegations out of Antiquity fdr fuch}. -#. 
i - Churches. Againſt the Exceptions offerett in-the} Gy: 
14.0 Preface to a late Treatife calle 1 FYinaicationf H& 
6c of the Primitive Church:  IStn 
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DE Gare, 


!! By Grace ye are ſaved. 


DAP [HE Apoſtle, the great Al- 
| Dy ſerter of Free Grace, in the 


zo; Verſe, compares the 
_ Church."to a Temple:: And 
| It 1s his deſign in this Epi- 
- ftle - ro” ſhew : the Influence 


- ».. 
FY 7 - < 
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he | Grace janh- td the \raiſing of this ow | 
jon} He "undertakes <to' prove, that the who 
| StruQture'of 'Salyation.- is. to' be attributed 
| to Grace, ©-+:- 


The 


- FL 
- 


2 A Diſcourſe 
The Foundation was laid from Eternity * 

@ - by Grace in Election, Chap. 1. 4, 5. The & 
©. 8 poliſhing and ditpoſing of each particular * 
Bhs | Stone in-the Building, by Juſtification and *: 
Wi SanRification, were all aCts of Grace; Chap. i! 
Wb 1.7. & 2.5. & 4. 13, 14. Andit is Grace © 
Th that lays on the Top-ſtone in Glory ; Chap. © 
"folk 2. 6. So that we may honour this Temple : 
LH with the ſame Acclamations, which they 7 
3" uſed to theirs, Zge#. 4. 7. and' ory (race, | 
3 grace, unto it. The ſumm of the Whole 5 
Diſcourſe is propounded 1h the Text, By © 
Grace ye ave ſaved. 1B 
We will not divide what God from Eter- © 
F; - nity has joined together, Grace and Salva- j 
| "_ ion + But from them intirely taken, offer } 
mY: you this | 


&. 


Obſervation, Salvation i wholly and 8 
only to be attributed to Grace. 5 


Ea ve .need go no further for divine Teſfti- % 
[>] | ] ' mony to this. Truth, than theſe two Chap- # 
b/1 ters," Ele&ion, Chap. 1. 4, 5- Redemprion, ' 
FRAN | VET. 7. | Vocation, Vere 16. Jy TL ati , 3 
Chap. 2. ver. 3}, 4. SanQification, ver. 5. | 
Glorification, ver. 6. Whit he ſpeaks of.| 
the whole: here, he affirms of: every part: | 
thereof in thoſe. places. ' The whole artd-all* | 
the parcels are of Grace, 612. 0: gfulsl 
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of Free-Grac E: . 3 
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- For Explication. .By Salvation, under- 
ſtand both the Decree of God, by which 
the 'Ekeft were. oftdained tq Salvation, and 
- the Execution of that Decree, begua here, 
and conſummated in glory. 
7 - That we may know what Grace means; 
take notice of three words, uted promiſcu- 
= ouſly in Scripture , which yer admit of 
Z fome diſtinftion; the knowledge whereof 
| will lead us to the diftint knowledge of 
this term. Theſe are Love, Mercy, Grace. 
| To Love, is velle bonnm , to will the 
Happineſs of the Object loved. It is not 
in God ſuch an affeQtion as in us, though * 
m effeCt it proves fetus xnions, and brings 
God and his People together. | 
Mercy does welle bonum miſeris. SO it 
adds a Limitation to the Object, which 
Love' leaves indefinite, Ir is for thoſe. that 
are miſerable. 320 
| Grace does velle bonuni liber?k. So this 
limits. not the ObyjeQt, as tlie former, but 
qualifies the AQ. Ir aQts freely. 


. $6 that Mercy is Love to thoſe that 
zre miferable. Grace is Love in him that 
. ©  B:2rhobliged. Unobliged, I ſay, either by 
| Nexeffity, Merit, or Motive. Grace then, 
in God, is nothing but free Love. | 
4; iFree in reſpe&t of Conſtraint ; when 
| there is no:necefiity he ſhould fx his Love 
$ B 2 uport 


A Diſcourſe 


' upon this Obje& art all, or upon this rather | 
than, another. This is ſpontencum , 
2. Free in reſpeQ of 'Merir; when there » : 


is nothing in 4 Object that deſerves Love, : 
either abſolutely or comparatively, this 1s 7 


gratumum. ; 

3- Free in, reſpect of Motive ; when | 
there 1s nothing i in the Object ro move this I 
Aﬀection to pitch upon it at all, or upon þ 
it rather than another. This 1s' -liberam, : 
tho? it expreſs it not fully. 

In all theſe reſpects, the Grace of Ged'i in 
bettowing Salvation ' upon any of the Sons 
of men, is free Love. 

I. There's no Neceſlity God ſhould fave 
men. He is a moſt free Agent, whoſe liber- 
ty is inconſiſtent with every degree of. Ne- 
ceflity ab extra. It was in his choice either 
to have created no man, or to have 'con- 
_ demned all men, or to have ſaved thoſe who 
are now condemned. 

2. Thereis nothing in Man that can me- 
rit Salvation : for there is no good thing in 
him that he can call his own. All is of 
Gift ; and the beſt thing in man'bears no 
proportion to Salvation : but where there 
is Merit, there muſt be both Deagriedy and 
Proportion. - - ( 604) if 

3. There is nothing in Man can [move 


God' to fave him--If any thing, his Mifery 5 
Sp \, but 


he anon 3 AE. AE wand ©. AE... 
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* but-this is no. Motive abſolutely, becauſe. at 
* is wilfull,.- Man willingly -igvolved himſelf 
” init, and is-unwilling to: be delivered fron 
2 it.,upon the terms. propounded in the. Go-. 
2 ſpel. , Nor can it.be a Motive comparative- 

2 ly, to ſave-one man rather: than another, 
* becauſe all are by natureequally miſcrable: 


$0; then Salvation ts by Grace, becauſe 


© it is a giſt of ffree-Love-to fiich in whom 
# there;can be nothing to 'inforce it, nothing; 
* ro deſerve it;- nor any thing to move him 
 tofeſtow ity 121 11 


../The DemonſtyAions are drawn from God,” 
| 1134; -:15}-29E. 
- F rom : Man, :The Inmpatency, 7 Deformity, 


'þ Exmity of man againſt God; :makes it avi-: 
! dent, that | Salvation muſt--be wholly;. &n- 
| Iyfxom Grace. boil jc no, 5024109! 


4+; Impotency: What .a poor deſpicable 


7 creature- iS Man the beſi-of: men! What 
Z a,.. wonder-7the- great God ſhoald think: of: 
" ſaving him! His riſe was from the Earth. 
{ He.is. but at)beſt Duft and: Aſhes, a poor. 
* piece of Clayz/ He dwells inhouſes of Clay: 
: His Foundation is4n the duſt; and is cruſhed 
- bythe Moth,- Jeb4, 19. Aftately thing fare 
7? which theyery, Moth can cru(n, and crumble * 

into.. his firſt principle, Duſt. | | 


The moſt potent victorious King, that 
eyer1/rael had, puts a Worm: among(t his. 
EV B 3 titles, 


- J——— 


titles, P/. 22.6. I am « Warm. The great- | 
eſt man in the Eaſt derives his -Pedigreeno * 
higher; / have ſaid to corruption, -thow 7 
art my Father, aud to the Worm thou 'art © 
my . Mother and. my Sifter, 'Job 17. 14. © 
And if the..greateft men oncearth, who! 7 
beſt under{itood themſelves,” were no greater: ': 
in their own account 3 what - do- we think |: 
men are in Gods account ?' The: numerous 3 
poſterity of Facob: have: no+ greater Title, | 
Ha. 41. 14. Feat ot, worm: Jacob: and if © 
that vaſt mulcitude, which was like*the | 
Stars of the Heavens, andthe Siitids on the 7 
Sea-ihore, «which cannot be numbred;'be ? 
hut as. one Wormin his eye 3 what dowe |: 
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think is one-Magi?-- + 2 Ye, abit 
[But we are-too high yet.” Mefi incthe. 


account of God, compared with kirti;%are 
not fo muchas Worms. Abſolurely,in thetn.. Þ 


- Ld > 


ſelves, they are more ; but doripared with” # 
him:not ſo much,” 1/4. 46.'227'iIt'is hear” | 
frreeth HPOR the'- Eprcle: of <ye : Earth, 'and g 
the Inhabitants". thereof ' ave x3 Graſs hoppers ; | 
this'is ſomething” leſs thih Wetms 7; >yer'! © 


leſs in-his eye, 'than theſe in ours. 


:Burwe yet-go lower." Works-and Grals: 


toppers, tho' moſt deſpicable.areyet animate” . 
Beings ; and the foul of the leaſt' Creature, 


in Avguſtins account, 'is more exeeflent than 


the Body of the" Sun. This is. too high yet ; 


What 
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t- # What then are men in Gods eſteem? fee 
Oo Þ ver. 15. ' The Nations are as the drop of 4 
'w 7 Bucket, and are accounted as the ſmall duſt 
rt of the Ballance : behold he takes up the. Iſks 
Z 45 4 very little thing, What? all the Na- 
Q : tions of the Earth as one drop? 'Ay-van 
Fr | Atom ? What proportion-then do ye think 
k |} we bear to this drop, to this Atom; ' who 
+ 5 are but as drops,and Atoms in _ compari- 
> # ſon of all the Nations of the Earth. ' 7 > 
Sure now we are low- enough. [Our 
e } thoughts can ſcarce go-lower. : T, but ſtay, 
e & we are not in Gods account thus much. A 
# drop, an Atom 1s ſomething, -tho a very lit- 
e | tle thing. But Per. 17. 41 Nations -be- 
; fore him are 4s nothing. Alas, where are 
'F we then, ſo near the low condition'of 
| Non-entity ? Yes, and lower too; fort fol- 
lows, and they are accounted to him teſs thats 
nothing. | x74: 1:9] 
' See. then what Man is in Gods account, 
as leſs than that which is leſs than nothing. 
And can you imagine any thing in © thas 
Nothing, man, that ſhould oblige the great 
God to ſave him ? O, ſure it is Grace, free 
, Love; andſuchasmay aſtoniſh Heaven'#hd 
"| Earth; that' the great God, who meaſyyes 
the Seas in'the hollow of his Hand, 'who 
| | fpans the Heavens, and weighs the Moun- 
'$ tains, ſhould 'condeſcend to do thus much 
| l B 4 for 
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moſt loathſom to us. The vail of — and :t! 


divine Light and Holineſs; -which-ſhined.in | y 
his Soul, is ws and Darkneſs and b 


tor any ot theſe poor deipicable: nothings: | » 
ſhould contrive their Salvation: from. Exer- | { 
nity, and ſend.:his Son, ..the Son of his ® « 
Love, |. of his. delight, to procure (it - with :b 
his Blood, and:chenvadmuit them to an eternal | "I 
injoyrment of him{ſ{clf in Glory. | I 
12; The: Deformity :10f man;as' he is Gafut, - 
We ſhewed betore,; man was Nothing, leſs © 7 
than nothing, cin;che ſight of God. Now | 
we will ſhew,{he'ts worſe: than-oothing;; # 
even a deformed -nothing,. or.. rather 'no- | 
thing but Deformity.. +/+! 5.5. ; 
*Tis true, by- Creation he wias.a Lac D 
ful Creature, , movlded: after the, Image of i 
the farlt Beauty,. bearing thei ſuperſcripti- Þ 
on of God. ' He was. then. as: a bright }} n 
Marning Star, when he firſt -appeared:ia | © 
the World. But;he forthwith fell. from:his þ c 
rimitive ſtation, the Orb af Innacency ::He | 
> ll from thence into the Puddle . of \lin, 7 
into thick mire” and clay, as the Pſalniſt. | + 
Pſal. 40. 2. And being drenched in ſin, 3 f 
he. became more deformed and-abaminable | 11 
in .the eye of God, than that which. iis © v 


—_ wherewith he was: Beautified, be: © N 
ing torn off the Soul, Sin- beſmeared- it :f 
with ugly filthineſs and pollution. The } , 


De- 


of Free-Grace. 


$: © Deformity has ſeized on him, and over- 
r- } ſpread him. Holinefs was the moral Form 
is of the Soul; but naw fin gives it morally 
th: both'its beingand denomination. So that, 
al 7 what may: be ſaid of {ſin inthe abſtraQ, as 
| ® that it is Deformity, Pollution, Filthineſs, 
U. 7 may be ſaid of man in the concrete, 'he is 
1s & deformed, filthy, polluted. We have cauſe 
= to: complain of this woful change, in the 
2 words, of .the Prophet, with a little vari- 
Z ation, 1/2. 3. 24. Tvſtead of a ſweet {mell, 
.: | there 1s a tink, inſtead of well-ſet hair bald- 
i» © nc/s,-and Deformity inſtead of Beauty. 

1: Sin has left neither aus NOT ivygois 
i- Z in the Souls of ſinners, neither Proportion 
7 nor: :good Complexion. The Fall put all 
a | out: ob-joynt, and left the Soul blind, lame, 


Z Theſe are the familiar Epithers which Scrip- 
# ture -gives our ſinful ſtate. 101 
t. # The Viſageefithe Soul is loathſomly be- 
# fpotted. Nor «Has Sin brought upon: it 
! ſimple Deformity. alone ; but, which is 
1s © worſe, Uncleanneſs, ſuch as is compared to 
d :that-of a removed Woman, Ezek. 36. 17. 
2- } Nay the beſt thing that is 1n it, or proceeds 
it ; from\it, is but as'a menſtruoms rap, 1/a. 54. 
e } ,, but tho this be noiſom and unpleaſing, 
n | yet-there's no danger, no Infection in it. O 
d {but fin is a contagious Pollution, *tis like a 
- | 00; Plague- 


— 


crooked, diſeaſed ,. nay dead :in 'fins, cre 
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Plague-fore in the heart, an infeRious Le- | 
proly ; ; it will diffuſe Its malignity likeF 
the 'poyſon of Aſps. o 
I, but if a man be viſiced with the Plague 
or Leproſy, he ſeems rather an object: of 7 
campaſſian, than deteftation ; rather to be # 
pitied than loathed. Go yer one 6 fp + 
further. | 5 
Sin is not only contagious, has, a loath-h 
ſom naoiſom Filchineſs. The Holy. Ghoſt! 
compares it to the ſtench of an open Se- 
pulchre, to the Vomit of a Dog, to the cor-Y 
rupted matter of a putrified Ulcer. -guch# 
is the temper of a Soul by ſin. - BT 
- TH go no further. ' It may be the hear-Yi 
of theſe is offenſive ; how much more 
to: ſee, ſmell, or touch them. Yet a finful 
man is more ugly in the Eye, more offen- 
five to the Noſtrils, more loathſom to the 
Lord, than any of theſe can be to they 


& a Dog as 1 am ? 
Can any Saul 


m_—. 
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© look on him in this ſtare ! What ! is the 
ke Feternal Love of God, the precious Blood 
- of Chriſt, for ſuch a Wretch as this ! Is 
ue; there any thing in him, in-us, to merit, to 
Zmove Love ? Who would not rather think, 
Zevery ſon of Adam ſhould with indignation 
eÞ be kickr out of the preſence of ſo holy a 
ZGod? Sure if there be any hopes, it muſt 
Zbe from Grace, free Love, apd ſuch as could 
oltZno where be entertained but in the breaſt 

of infinite Goodneſs. Wes 
Or-} 3. The Emmity of finners againſt God, this 
chiJmakes it evident beyond all © exception, 
The 'Impotency and Deformity of man, 
Zip the ſtate of fin, ſhews there is nothing 
lovely in him; but if there were not, 
yet if he had any love for God, this love, 
without any -other conſideration , might 
Jbe Tome inducement to 'move the Lord 
to love him ; and {> his love might ſeem 
lefs free, as having ſome motive from 
5 without. | | 
# Burt the caſe 1s otherwiſe, As there is 
vat nothing Lovely in him, fo neither & there 
ch \agy Love ro God; nay there is a high de- 
Jegree of Hatred and Enmity..* 
n-# The Wiſdom of the Fidth, the very beſt 
nyy thing in man, *' Exmity roGod, Row. 's, 7. 
e-f And'this Enmijty is manifeſted in contra- 
- difting the WHl-of God, and running croſs 
O Ss , to 
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to his Commands : for if this be cur /ove {| 
to God, as the Apoſtle ſays, that we ke 
his Communds 1:1; Fob. GC 3: then this 157 = 
Hatred of God, that we will not keep 2 
them. ' 7 
And this Diſobedience of a Singer pro-Þ g 
ceeds from his Hatred of the God that? 
commands, and not only .of .that which is 
commanded, yea rather from that than# 
this. For what , Sinner is. there, who does 2. 
not believe, that what the Law commands | 
is Juſt in it ſelf and good for us? 
So. that the Enmity . reaches God bim-| 
ſelf. Who s, the Lord, ſays, the ſinner; 
in his heart, that 1 ſhould, LEE him? -,', , | fr 
Further , Sinners revolt on m God, .andil 
canſpire with his greatelt,, fEMY F yah pr 
in;. confederacy.: with, Satan. . They, .({ 25, Ire 
thoſe; in 1/e. 28.-15.) have. made a Cove::; 
nant with Hell ; and with, Death are they} h 
at agreement. They give .,up their »em-;1 
bers as W, eapons of Unrizhteouſs neſs , t9,] ie 
fight againſt God , Rom. 6.719. It is. the 
conchtion .of' all, ' by nature. Every Sinner, .&:. 
before. the Lord. conquer him by, his Grace, .e 
is at open enmity with God, and; does in..| ; 
efiet bid, defiange to. the: Almi hty. The | 
as -of his life-are a&s of Hoſtility againſt, h: 
God.. Nor is.it; a defenſive, war only, that. &; 
would be more .excuſcable ; but the deſi ign.þo 
Is, & - 


ef 
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Ys, not to ſecure himſelf only, bur to put 
© down God, and diveſt him of his Sove- 
5% raignty. This is the voice' of ther Hearts 
P':and Lives, We will not have this God to 
'Frule over us. Sin, where 1t reigris, does 
0 Jas mich as is in its power to depoſe the 
at 2Soveraign Lord of the World. It denies in 
15Zeffect that he is God : For that which de- 
al Snies his effential PerfeCtions and Attributes, 
© :Zdoes deny him to be God. He that gives 
ds fup himſelf to fin, denies in a manner all 
 Ehis divine Excellencies, his Goodneſs, 
NEWiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Mercy, Immen- 
erty, -P/al, 50. 21. He would not go on in 
.\#fin, if he did not ſay in his heart thar he 
id; is not the Chief Good ; becauſe ſin de- 
(U-Brives him of this Good, cuts him off 
22 Wrom the Injoyment of it : or elſe he be- 
& Micves not that it will deprive him of the 
chief Good, and: ſo denies his Truth, who _ 
2-has affirmed and declared it ; and not be- 
Q-Yieving him herein makes him a Liar. 
© # He durſt not fin, but that he thinks 
1z'God is not preſent to ſee him ; and if 1o, 
©: he denies his Immenſity. Or if he ſee him, 
3-he thinks he cannot puniſh him ; and fo 
 Henies his Power. Or if he be able, yet he 
it .Ehinks he will not puniſh him ; and ſo de- 
It Fes his Juſtice. He would not turn aide 


4 o other ways than he preſcribes, but _ 
, ? 
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he thinks he either cannot dire& him in 
the beſt way, and fo denies his Wiſdom; | 
or that b& will not direQt him to the beſt; { 
and fo denies his Mercy. And thus mack a 
we might thew of the other Divine Per-| $ 
fections, how it tends to deface them all. t] 

Lo here the horrid Enmity of Sin andfj n 
Sinners againſt God. They deny he is} 
God; call him, conftruEtively and 1n efteRt, | P 
a finite, a weak, a fooliſh, a falſe, an un-|# { 
juſt and unmercifull thing. | 

"Tis true, Sinners cantiot do what they} tt 
ſay and wiſh in their hearts. They have G 
not Power to undeifie God, or to deprivef} or 
him. of his Divine PerfeCtions ; but this vs 
does not Jefſen nor excuſe ther Enmityſ en 
againſt him: For it is true m evil, as} 'T 
well as in good, Where there is a willing G: 
mind, it is accounted as if it were done. to 

© the horrid nature of Sin ! Be aſto-.ſj ar 
m{hed, O Heavens, and be ye horriblyfj dil 
afraid at this Protdigious Enmity, which 1 
i the Hearts of Sinners I God. Whyj 
is thy wrath reſtrained! O Lord ; Wh 
does not thy Indignation break forth, an 
deſtroy all Sinners from off the [face of the 
Earth? Nay, why was not Heaven and 
Egrth innifitlared at the firft appearanay] per 
of i{uch horrid "Treafon, iof futh ideſperati Re 
Enmity ? ELPTE 75; th 
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But we have not yet diſcovered the 
height of this Entity. What is the rea- 
ſon, that a Sinner ſhould thus fet himſelf 
againſt God? . It may be, he deſpairs of 
| Salvation, while, the Almighty rules ; and 
therefore the deſire of his own Happineſs 
may be the cauſe of this oppoſition ; and 
ſo it will not be pure Enmity, but ſome 
Principle of fel-love, that may make him 
ſo deſperate. | 
It. is no ſuch matter ; it is not Salvation 


1 '# that he cares for. He ſets himſelf againſt 


God ; not out of any reſpett to ſecure his 
own well-being. For whom would he ad- 
vance into the place of God ? *Tis the great 


| enemy of his Salvation, Satan, 2 Cor. 4. 4. 


"Tis he, who by the confent of Sinners is the 
God of this world ; *tis he they would have 
to rule in and over them, Eph. 2. 2. They 
are Children of obedience to him, but of 


| diſobedience to God, and will be ſo, tho? 
$8} they periſh for it. 


Here [then is the height of the Sinners 


yl Enmity egainſt God. They had rather pe- 
nd rifh - Eternally under the — of 
hal Satan ,..than be happy in ſubje 


10n to 


nf the Scepter of Gol. Nay, ſinners would 


21m the height of this Enmity, and 


att Ferefore reject all motions of Reconciliati- 
4 on, - tho? 'the Lord condeſcend to beſcech 


them 
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them, with all moving arguments, to be re- 


concited, 2 Cor. 5. 2o. They deſpiſe Sal- 
vation, and the means that tend to it. 
They manifeſted it, by cructtying the Lord 
of Life, when he came on purpoſe into the 
world to bring Salvation. Come, ſay 
they, this is the Heir, Mat. 21. 36. ' We 
cannot reach the Father, he is too- far 
above us; but we have a fair occaſion to 
ſhew how well we wiſh him. This is the 
Heir, here is his Son, his only Son, the 
Son of his Love and: Delight, come ler ws 
k:l1l him :: and ſo they did; and ſo : would 
other Sinners do, if they were in the ſame 


circumſtances with thoſe that did it. And 


there are thoſe, who Cracifie again ' the 


Eord of Life. And: what- do we leſs in 
venturing upon ways . of {in ? ſince this 
15 it. which firſt crucified him; This 4s the - 


deſperate diſpoſition of all Sinners in the 
ftate of nature. We had ſo continued 'to' 


Eternity, if the power of Grace had nor: 
broke 1n upon-us, and drawn us. to terihs 


of Reconciliation. 


And: this being our State and temper 


naturally, can: you think there: was. atiy 
thing in us, that could: have moved the 


Lord to fave us'? What ? can Hatred, ſuch” 
deſperate Enmity,. ſuch prodigious: Malice” 
againſt the Lord, move: ic! ro! love- us'? 


Of 


bet pod / om 
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' O, if free Grace had nor moved it ſelf, we 


had perſiſted in our oppoſition againſt the 


{ Lord; and had been eternally miſerable, 


as thoſe deſerve to be, who are found 
fighters againſt God, and open Enemies 


+ to him. 


There are other - Demonſtrations, that. 


| Salvation is of Grace only, which may 


be drawn from God himſelf; the conſide- 


| ration of his Allſufficiency, Soveraignty. 


(r.) The A4/ufficiency and independency 
of God. He ſtood in no need at all of 
man, either for Happineſs or Glory, the 
leaſt degree of either. He had been eter- 
nally as happy, as glorious, if man had 
never been, or been ever miſerable. 

1. In reſpett of Happireſs, He was 
perfely, infinitely happy without us. He 
did not expect, he could not have the 
leaſt Degree of it from us. All de- 
grees, all Fulneſs of it was in himſelf, 


. before we had a being. 1he Divine Un- 


derſtanding was infinitely pleaſed. and fa- 
tisfied in the Contemplation: of himſelf, 


| the firſt Truth. The divine Will took in- 
| finite * contentment and complacency in 


the injoyment of himſelf, the chief Good. 
The Obje& here was infinite and glori- 


-| ous Excellencies ; and the Acts were inh- 
'{ nitely perfeft ; and the Iflue thereof muſt 
| E. 


needs 


7 
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needs be infinite Happineſs, both formal 
and-objettive. Chrift the Eternal Wiſdom 
of the Father,, thus expreſſeth it, Prov. 
8: 22. 30. Here are the mutual delights 
of the Father and the Son; thoſe injoy- 
ments, which hold forth the higheſt de- 
gree of Happineſs,” before any creature had 


being. The Son was the Fathers De-|j 


lights 'YWyU daily, every moment, without 


the leaſt - intermifſion ; and rejoyred, the: 


word is NRNWN was langhing before his face. 
Thoſe happy ſouls, who are already ad- 
mitted into the glorious Preſence, may 
gueſs, tho not comprehend, what happz- 
neſs there is in thoſe delights : we are in 
the dark, and can neither expreſs nor con- 
ceive how much it is ; but tho we can- 
not conceive how great that Happinels is, 
we may eaſily apprehend, that it cannot 

be made greater by any creature. 
Beſides, Happineſs muſt arife from Uni- 
on with ſome good, or the injoyment © 
it. Now all Goodneſs in Perfection, is 
included in the divine Being ; and what:- 
ever good 1s in the creature, it 1s but an 
imperfect participation of that Primitive 
Goodneſs, or rather but a dim reſemblance 
of it. And ſhall we think that there ca 
be any addition to his Happineſs from 
that which is ſo imperfetly without _ 
| wilen 


wm ama" cc. .c oc INT ENG 


OA mp AAA =—r atm AHA ww te 


—_ 


TY 


PRE NY 


of Free-Grace. 


when all Excellencies are perfectly, emi- 
nently, infinitely 1n himſelf? Shall the 
Ocean of Blefſedneſs ſeek an increaſe from 


' that which is leſs than- a Drop? Or the 


Sun of Glory borrow luſtre from a Glow- 
worm, a dim Spark ? Or the Univerſe of 
all Happineſs greaten it ſelf by a Point, 


{ a Mate? No, the Lord was Bleſſed for 


ever, before man was 1n being; and he 
had been Bleſſed for ever, if man had ne- 
ver been.. And if nothing had moved the 
Lord to ſave him, but a deſign to'add to 


| his own Happineſs, none of the Children 


of men had ever known Salvation. | 

2. In reſpe&t of Glory, The Lord does 
not depend upon man more for Glory, 
than Happineſs. He had been as Glori- 
ous, if we had continued in the State of 
Non-entity, .or if we had Periſhed in our 
Sin, and ſunk into Miſery. I's true, we 
fay the Lord glorities his Mercy in our 


Salvation ; but rhis is ſuch a Glory as he 


might have wanted, and yet have been no 
leſs Glorious. To clear this a little. The 
Glory of God is ,Efſential or Relative. 
Gods Eſſential Glory is thole infinitely 
glorious PerfeEtions and Excellencies which 
meer in the Divine Eſſence. This is that 
Glory, which no mortal, eye ever ſaw, 
or can ſee. When Moſes*defired- to lee 
| Gis |: : his 


- 
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his Glory, the Lord ſays to him, Thos canſt 

not fee my face and live, Exod. 33. 18, 

20. The tace is the Seat of Beauty, where 

all the lines of PerfeCtion do concenter, 

wheie all the rays of Glory are united, 

Thele we can no more behold in his face, 

than a lump of Snow can: ſuſtain the unt 

ted vigor of the Sun-beams at noon day, _ 

When the Queen of Sheba had ſeen the 

Glory of Solomon, it's ſaid there was ns ſpi- 

rit in her, 1 King. 10. 5. The Soul,” or © 

Spirit in her (as in others) has a ſtrong } 4 

? inclination to unite with that which it N 

apprchends to be moſt good; and behold- © 

ing ſomething tranſcendently better with- || C 

out, than in the Body, ſeemed willing | E 

for that rime to leave the Body, that it 

might enjoy and cloſe with what was fl 

more excellent. If the Lord ſhould unvail F © 
limſclt, and Jet us have a clear fight: of 
Þ £1 his glorious Exccllencies, as they ſhine in 
3' OR himſelf; the Soul would leave the Body, 
11" . the Union between them would be dil- 
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ſt 
b 
as 
W 
ſolved ; the ſpirit would be wrapt away | R 
a with ſuch a ſight, and leave the Body | *l 
i dead. This may be the reaſon of what} tt 
the Lord ſaid to' Moſes ; No man can ſee | M 
»1y face, i. e. my Eſſential Glory, and live. || & 

Further, the Eſſential Glory of God 1s || 4C 
God himſelf, and therefore both _ of 
an 
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and Eternal. Ir is Infinite as he ts, and 
8, | to that which is Infinite nothing cau be . 
re f| added, it can no way be greater than it 
r, | is already. It is Eternal too, and fo be- 
d. | fore any thing was created, and conlc- 
e, | quently no way dependant on the Crea- 
+- | tures. By which it is maniteit, that cf- 
| ſential Glory 1s not at all increaſed by 

ne | working mans Salvation | 
o- For Relative Glory, that indeed depends 
or & on the Creatures. But the Lord had been 
ig |} as glorious .in himlelf, if this Glory had 
it & never been, ,as will appear from the Na- 
4-& ture of it. The eſſential. Attributes of 
h- & God are his. divine Perfettions, abſolutely . 
1g || exiſting, without reſpect or” relation to 
it | the Creatures. Relative Attributes are 
as | thoſe eſſential PerfeQtions, as manifeſted 
1i] | to the Creatures, or rather the Manite- 
of | ſtation of them. If then Eſſential Glory 
in | be the luſtre of thoſe effential Attributes, 
y, | as ſhining in the divine Effence, which 
{-& we ſhewed before, it muſt follow, that 
iy | Relative, Glory is that which reſults from 
ly | the Manifeſtaction of thoſe Perfetions to 
at} the Creatures. For example, Relative 
| Mercy is the Manifeſtation of eſſential 
Goodneſs in the Salvation of the EleCt ; 
and Relative Juſtice is the Manifeſtation 
of eſſential Righteouſneſs or Juſtice in 
G2 the 
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the -Condemnation of the Reprobate: 
Now God had been as glorious in him- 
ſelf, if he had never made known his 
Mercy or Juſtice to the World, it there 
had been no World, no Creatures made, 
to manifeſt theſe to, if there had been no 
Men or Angels to take notice of them. 
For, is the Sun made more fplendid or 
beautiful by our beholding of it ? No, it 
would be as glorious, if no Eye ever ſaw 
it. Did the 1/raclites grim,” Marina add 
any ſweetneſs to' that pleafant food ? no 
ſure, it had been as ſweet in it elf, if 
no Palate had ever taſted it. Even ſo thef 
Lord had been as powerful, if he had ne- 
ver created the World ; no 'tefs merciful 
in himſelf, if he had never ſaved any, if 
there had been none to fave'; no leſs righ: 
teous, if there had been none to-condemn, 
if he had never condemned any. __ 
But becauſe this may ſeem ftrange, 'andſ 
ſome may ſtick at it, let me'add a Rea- 
ſon for ir. The Manifeſtation of his At: 
tributes to the World is a free AR, 7 
tranfhent ACt. ' It is a certain rule in Di- 
vinity, Quicguid Deus operatur ad extras 
libere fit ; every Aft of God .terminared| 
on the Creatures, is a free ACt. © A free 
Att is that 'which may be done or riot 
done. So that it was in the choice , | 
| | tne 


bo 
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the Divine Will ( before it had deterimi- 
ned it ſelf} to manifeſt Mercy, or not 


|. to ſhew it; to ſave man, or not to ſave 


him, to make him, or not. But if Salya- 


tioa did add any thing to the Glory of 


God, our Salvation had been a neceſlary, 
and not a free Att; becauſe without it 
the Lord had wanted ſome degree of Glo- 
ry, and {ſo had not been moſt glorious, 
moſt perfeatly ſo, and conſequently not 
himſelf. | | | 

. Hence it 1s evident, that the Lord did 
not ſtand in need of our Salvation, to 


| make him more glorious any way. He 


was infinitely glorious from Eternity ; but 
theſe Manifeſtations of himſelf are in time, 


therefore can add nothing to his Glory, 


which was infinite before all time. The 
reaſon why he revealed his Mercy in 


{ ſaving man, was not becauſe this was 


neediul to make himſelf more glorious. 


| We muſt, as Chriſt ſhewed us, find the 


reaſon of it in his 4s, the good plea- 


+ ſure of his Will, Maz. 11. 25, 26. i # 


ixirer wiz; this was the reaſon of it, Thy 
good pleaſure. And to this ,the Apoſtle 
leads us, Eph. 1. 5, 9. 

*Tis true alſo, we are ſaid to glorifie 
Gad by our Services, by the '-Aas and 
Exerciſes of Holineſs, P/a/. 50. 23. and 

C4 Foh. 
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Toh. 15. 8. But how is this to be under - 
{tood ? eyen as he 1s faid to glorihe him. 
ſelf, when he manifeſts ro us that he 1s 


_ glorious. So we are faid to glorifte him, 


when we acknowledge that he 1s Glorieus, 
when we give a teſtimony to his glori- 
ous Perfettions by word or deed. But 
neither his Manifeſtation, nor our Acknows: 
ledgment, does add to his Glory. He 
ſhews it, we take notice of it, but nei- 
ther of theſe imports any addition to 1t: 


' Hence P/2/. 16. 2. My goodneſs extendeth 
not to thee. If our Apprehenfions of God 


were-as high as their Obje&t;'if our Af- 
fection to him were more than that of 
the Angels; if all our Prayers and Prat 
ſes were Raptures, and all our Perfor- 
mances ſcrued up to the higheſt degree 
of Perfection that a created being is ca- 
pable of: yet were we in this reſpe& 4n- 


profitable Servants ; the Lord upon this ac-. 


count would have no advantage by us: 
for as El:phaz ſays to Job, Ch. 22. 2, 3. Car 


a man be profitable unto God, as he that us" 


wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf? Is it any 
pleaſure to the Almighty, that thou art righ- 
zc0us ? &C, No, the Lord may glorihe us, 
but he gains no glory by us, that is any 
advantage to him. He ftands-in no need 
of us to glorifie him ; he had been as glo- 

5 rious 
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rious if we had periſhed, or if we had 
been nothing. Therefore what: Motive can 
there be in or from us, to oblige him to 
ſave' us ? eel | 

(2.) The. Soveraignity and Dominion of 
God over his Creatures. As in reſpe&t of 
his Alſufficiency, he ſtands in no need 
of us; ſo in reſpe&t of his Soveraignty he 
ows us, nothing ; he is'no way ingaged to 
us, or obliged by us : but may do what 
he will with us, either to ſave or not to 
fave us. So it ſtands with us clearly, if 
we conſider his Dominion over us, in an- 
tecedence to his Purpoſe and Promiſe. 

- x, For he might have been ſatisfied in 
the /ole injoyment of his blefſed ſelf, and 
never have vouchſafed a Being, much leſs 
Salvation and" Glory, to any Creature. 

2. Or if he would maniteſt himſelf to 
the Creatures, he might have formed more 
excellent Creatures, and more- fit to be the 
Objects of his great and tranſcendent Love : 
for he did not aQ as a natural Agent ad 


J -!rimum ſui poſſe, to the utmoſt of all his 


Power. 
3. Or if the Divine Will would deter- 
mine it ſelf to give a Being to thoſe 


| very Creatures. that .are now exiſtent ; 


yet there was no neceflity that he ſhould 
fave any of them. He might have anni- 
: hilated 
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hilated them, without any ſhew of Un- 
righteouſnes : For who can ſay unto the 
King of Kings, What doft thou ? Dan. 4: 35. 
might he not do with his own what he 
will ? STIR 
. 4+ Or if he would manifeſt his Love and 
Goodneſs in the Salvation of any that he 
had Created ; yet who would not think 
all the Arge/s ( thoſe ſometimes glorious 
Creatures) more capable of it, than an 
of the Children of men ? | 
5. Or if unworthy Man muſt be - the 

Subject of it ; yet why ſo many men ? : 
might have [made fewer Veſlels of Mercy 
than are now formed by it, to be for evet 
_ _ - $ - SR 

:. 6, Or if he would pitch upon ſo man 
yet why «por theſe me on fir agud 
For Salvation, rather than thoſe who arc: 
peſt by? Why are theſe choſen, and th 
-other left ? Why are theſe Veſſels of He 
:nour rather than the reft, when all wen 
-of the fame Clay, farmed by the iſam 
"hand? Roms. 9.25. There's no Reaſon ca 
_ be given, but his good pleaſure, his mee 
\-Grace. And, O. what beams of this glc 
:tious Grace do break forth from this:Cor 
: fideration ! What! :muſt Men be choſe: 
:from all other Creatures to-be the Object 
'of :Gods perulier Love? Will the Lord 
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"E vouchſafe the eternal Enjoyment of Him- \ 
felf to none but Men alone of all lapſed 
35 Creatures ? £44! what «s Man that thou urt 
hell 39414 of him, or the Son of Max that 

thou wiſiteſt him {! 

and - And how exceedingly does this endear 
. 6 Free Grace, that any of us ſhould be fepa- 
inks ;2ted from the reft of -periſhing Sinners ; 
x that we ſhould be Veſſels of Mercy, when 
0g others are Veſſels of Wrath! Lord, what 
are we, or what are our Fathers? Why 
baft thou revealed thy felf to \ns, and not t0 

i ihe World-? Even ſo, Lord, becauſe is pleeſel 
1 


"_ thee? No other Reaſon can be affigned, _ 
VEE but meer Grace. ''There needs-no more, to 
demonſtrate that Salvation is to be aſcri- © 


NYE bed to Grace only. 


ar x Vfe. This condemns their Do&rine, 
thij who will have us ſaved rather by Free- 
HB 158, than by Grace ; which Will /have tht 
"EE Text inverted, and read ''thirs : By Pree- 
"Y will ave. ye ſaved, not by Grace, but of your 

Ca ſelves. 
This has too 'many Patrons, 'and 'thoſe 
of greateft Name and Ability amongſt the 
| _ of Truth. Tr's the capital Errour 
of the Remvyftrapts, the Foundation of 
their other Opinions that 'coricern Grate, 
and with which they all Rand or =_ 
E 


26 A Diſcourſe 


hilated them, without any ſhew of Un- 
righteouſnes : For who' can ſay unto the 
King of Kings, What aoft thou ? Dan. 4. 35. 
might he not do with his own what he 
will ? og 
4. Or if he would manifeſt his Love and 
Goodneſs in the Salvation of any that he 
had Created ; yet who would not think 
all the Ages ( thoſe ſometimes glorious 
Creatures) more capable of it, than any 
of the Children of men ? | 
: ee. S.- unworth wa maſt be -the 
it; yet why /o wany men * 
might have inade fewer Vellels of Mercy, 
than are now formed by it, to be for eve 
5. earns 6 
.-. D. VT '1I 'NE WOutrld. UPOn_. 10! man 
yet why «por theſe — qe fet ww 
for 'Salvation, rather than thoſe who are 
peſt by? Why are theſe choſen, and the 
-other left ? Why are theſe Veſſels of Ho- 
:nour rather than the reft, when all were 
-of the ſame Cliy, farmed by the iſame 
'hand? Romy. 9.25. There's no Reaſon ca 
be given, but his good pleaſare, his mee! 
-Grace. And, O t beams of this glc 
ious Grace do break forth from this:Con 
: fideration | What! muſt Men be choſer 
from all other Creatures to-be the ObjeQ: 
'of :Gods peculiar Love? Will the _ 
| VOUC 
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youchſafe the eternal Enjoyment of Him- 
felf to none but Men alone of all lapſed 
Creatures ? Lr4! what is Man that thow art 
minafull of him,'vr the Sow of Masn that 
thou wiſiteſt him {! 

And how exceedingly does this endear 
Free Grace, that any of us ſhould be ſepa- 
rated from the reft of young Sinners 3 
that we ſhould be Veſſels of Mercy, when 
others are Veſſels of Wrath! Lord, what 
ate we, or what are our Fathers ? Why 
haſt thou revealed thy ſelf to '\ns, and not to 
the World? Even {) Lord, becauſe ie pleefe 
thee? No other Reaſoh can be affigned, 
but meer Grace. There needs-no 'more, to 
demonſtrate that Salvation is to be aſcri- 


bed to Grace only. 


1 Vſe. This condemns their Dodtrine, 
who will have us ſaved rather by Fyee- 
Wil, than by Grate; which will have'thte 
Text inverted, and read thus : By Free- 
will aye. ye ſaved, not by Grace, but of your 
ſelves. & 

This has too 'many Patrons, 'and thoſe 
of greateſt Naimne and Ability amongft the 
1g of Trith. Tt's the capital Errour 
of the Remioyſtrants, the Foundation '&f 
their other 'Opinions that 'coricern Grate, 
and with which they all Rand or _ 
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The Sociniaxs, and the worſt among the 
Papiſts, the Jeſuits, joyn with them, all 
following Pelagius, condemned by the an- 
cient Churchtas the Enemy. of the Grace 
of Chriſt. Ret 7 Sy 

- "That we may the better underſtand 
them, and what in them is to be condem- 
ned and ayoided, Jet us ſee, (1.) What 
Grace they own and count ſufficient : for 
ſomething they muſt own under this no- 
tion, who will not plainly renounce the 
Goſpel. (2.) What they aſcribe ro Free- 
will. (3.) What is the, Tendency of their 
Principles. (4.) What they: obje& againſt 
the DoArine of Free-Grace.. | 


I. For the fifft. They.;count no Grace 
neceflary to bring a Sinner into a ſaving 
Szate,, and continue him .in it; but that 
which they call - Moral Grace or Swafion. 
This confifts in a preſenting of the Ob- 
ject to the Will, with Motives and Argu- 
ments to embrace it. 'Or thus, in a Pro- 
poſal of our Duty, with rational Conſfide- 
rations to move him to yield to it, leaving 
us to do as we pleaſe. For Example, To 
turn ,from ſin to God, and--to Believe in 
Chriſt, are Duties propounded in the Go- 
ipel ; the advantage of yielding hereto, 
and the danger of refuſing, is there ge 

. | red ; 


of Free-Grace. 29 


— 


red ; and fd its left to the Sinners choice, 


whether he will comply or no. | 
This is all the Grace which the Lord 
affords to ſave us. It amounts to no more 


than a moral Excitement, or a rational Pro. 


poſal. This Propoſal is made with ſome 
light, tending to excite Aﬀection. If it 
were altogether in the dark, 'it would be 
in effect no Propoſal. Whether this Light 
be natural, or ſupernatural, they are not 
agreed. Some, and thoſe moſt followed, 
would have the Light of natural Reaſon 
ſufficient. Others would rather have it 
counted a Light from the Spirit. But all 
agree, that it is no ſpecial Illumination, 
but a common Light, vouchſafed to all un- 
der the Goſpel ; and ſo ſuch as thoſe have, 
who live, and dye in the groſs Darkneſs 
of Ignorance and Wickedneſs, they muſt 
not by their Principles deny to Heathens. 
And. thoſe, who will have it called the 
Light of the Spirit, count it as weak and 
powerleſs as natural Light, z. e. ef no more 
power and efficacy to determine or ſway 
the Will, than the Light of Reaſon ; no, 
nor ſo much as ſome DiCtates of Reaſon 


are commonly thought to have. The dif- 
ference is fo little ( if there be 4ny) as to 


the thing it ſelf, that rhoſe who call it 
the Light of the Spirit, ſeem but to give 
| 4t 
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it that Name and Title,,to decline the 
Odium of aſcribing nothing at all to the 
Spirit of Grace. However a: common pro- 

ofal, with ſuch light, made in the Go- 
Thel unto; Sinners, 1s all the Grace which 
they count needful, | 

1, They deny eterual Grace, 7. e. al 
Free Mercy in God to any particular per 
{ons from Eternity. According to them, 
he had no Mercy, no purpoſe of it for 
any, but what he was obliged to by the 
forelight of 'the good uſe of Free-wll, 
« This 1s no Free Mercy, and ſo no Grace. 

2. They deny all habitue/ Grace, which 
is not of our ſelves. They will have 
ſuch thing . wrought in us by the Spirit 
of Holineſs. All gracious Qualities 01 
Principles, planted in the Heart by the 
Spirit, they reject under the notion ol 
infuſed habtts, s 

3. They deny aitual Grace, 7. e. any xc 
operation Oi the Spirit to determine th £; 
Will. All gracious influences whatevelſ y, 
| that will or can certainly incline it to 
att, or incline it any more to a& thai 
not to att. Grace, with them, only prof y 
poſes to the Will, and leaves the deterf 
mination -to it ſelf; it muſt be left indiff q 
ferent to aQ, or not to att, as it likes. I 

No other Grace, than this of propog. 


ſing ; 
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'| ſing; none, habitual or aQtual, was de- 
ſigned for any Perſon in the eternal Coun- 
a fo of God, or purchaſed ſor any by the 
20-F Blood of Chriſt, or adminiftred to any by 
ichl] the Spirit of Grace. It is enough that 
it be. propounded to the Will to turn to 
all God, an Arguments offered to that pur- 
If poſe, ſuch as the Goſpel contains, and are 
MF managed in the Miniſtry of it. So that 
iorf all the Grace, which they count neceſla- 
the ry, is no ſpecial, ſufficient Grace. 
"UE. It is no ſpecial, but only commont 
. | Grace, afforded equally to thoſe that are 
1-9 damned, as to any that are ſaved. No 
0 other Grace, than that which ſuffers the 
"Uh far greateſt part of thoſe. who partake of 
ON it to periſh eternally. That Grace, where- 
ns with any man may be damned, as ſoon as 
0 ſaved. If any be ſaved in their way, it 
is without ſpecial Grace. It is ten 
LJ to one, for any Grace the Lord vouch- 
_ -y to Sinners, they will never be fa- 
VER ved. 

2. It is not ſafficient Grace, unleſs Na- 
ture has Power enough for Saving Atts, 
without the leaft acceſs of Strength from - 
Grace: for their Grace gives not the leaſt 
degree of Strength to the Will; but only 
_ | roufes its native Power : as Dallahs voice 
= -Save Sampſon no more ſtrength, when . 

| - aid, 
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| faid, The Philiſtins are upon thee, but on 


 effetual. The Efficacy of it, by their Do 


Effect. So that, if it ſhould prove Effe-ſ 


+ from being ſaving. In this reſpe@ it is 


ly excited him to uſe the ſtrength he had, 
When they will have this ſwaſive Grace 
to be ſufficient, they commend not Grace 
at all, but magnifie the Power of Nature 
as being great indeed, when it needs 
little help for AQs of the higheſt qua 
lity and importance. If any be faved ir 
their. way, it muſt be without any Grac 
{ufficient to Salvation. |: 

3. It is- not effet#ual Grace. This ute 
plain by the former. There can be nc 
pretence that that will be effeCtual which 
15 not ſufficient. But ſuppoſe it were ſuf: 
ficient, (as they without ground would 
have it accounted) yet it is not of it ſe 


Etrine, is not from its own Nature and 
Vertue, nor from the Spirit of Grace, but 
from the Will of Man. If he. will, it 'is 
efficacious; if he will not, it is of noſſ 


ual to fave any ; yet that is to be aſcri-Jot 
bed to Free Will, and not to Grace; tof 
that which makes it EffeQtual, when other- 
wile it would be of no effeQ. 

In ſhort, it is not ſavinz Grace, takef”7 
it in any of their Senſes. As SavingſÞe 
Grace is peculiar to the ſaved, ſo it is farſtÞ: 


NO 


— 


2 <a 
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ao more faving than damning, if 1o much, 
figce the aſe incomparably that have it 
are damned. 

' Or if we take ſeving Grace for that which 
is ſufficient for Salvation, it. is not faving, 
unleſs there be a: Powet .in mans degene- 
rate Nature to fave it ſelf ; Power cnough 
in the worſt for faving aQts, ſuch as needs 
nothing . but exciting. 

Or. it we, take it for that which is Ef- 


feftual tb Salvation, it has no ſuch Efi- 


cacy from. it ſelf or from God it is only 
from the Will of man that it is effectual 


| to Salvation, if ever it prove ſo. So that 


in their Way, elther there is no Grace at 
all that is ſaving, or none that is ſaving 
at a better Tate than the Will of man can 


make it '{o, when it has no faving vertue 


of it ſelf, or from God. 
There needs no other Arguments againſt 
this Dodtrine, no Artifice to ingage us 


againſt it, bur a true and plain diſcovery 


of it.. If we be ſaved by Grace, this Do- 


fAtrine tends to lead us out of the way of 


Salvation. 

IT. Let us hoe what they aſcribe #o Free- 
will, And.that in general is a Power to 
be willing or unwilling, as to any Motion 
that Is made, any _ that is offered 
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to it. It has a Power of it (elf, and by 
its own natural Conſtitution, either tc 
chooſe or refuſe, either to imbrace or re 
je& whatever Obje& is propounded, how 
ever it be ag vs The Will, the 
fay, is never determined ad 7m, neve 
ſo ſet upon one thing good or bad, butf t 


| 
4 
: 


. that by rational inducement, z. e. by Moy f 


tives and Arguments, it may be led to c 
the contrary ; and never ſo'moved by fuchſj n 
inducements, but that it may reject thy] n 
motion. Never fo ſet upon Sin, but thay ſc 
by ſwafive Propoſals it may be moved top d; 
leave, not only the 'AQts, 'but the State off te 
Sin : nor ever ſo 'moved by that, or any wi 
thing elfe, but that it may repell- the mo ce 


tion, and quite ſtifle it. ne 
We may view it more diſtintly inf 
theſe two branches, ' SN _ 


(1.) A Power 70 chooſe whatever good iff its 


offered. They will have it able of it ſal <o 


to xmbrace any good Obje&t of what Naſ #h 
ture ſoever; not only natural or moralf ſax 
but what is ſupernatural, of the higheline 
Nature and Quality ; and the imbracingſjem 
of it ſaving, fuch as will paſs a man 'ing*'* 


to a ſaving State. 'It has'a Power td ev 
repent of ſin, to believe in Chrift, 'to tury foe 


to God, to love, fear and delight in = Go 
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Not only a capacity, but an ative Power 
for theſe, &c. Only theſe things muſt be 
propounded to it with ſome clearneſs and 
wi carneſtneſs, as the Goſpel propounds them 
ey to all under its Miniſtry. And that ſuch 
zerff a Propoſal is required ſignifies no inabili- 
"th ty 4n the Willit ſelf for theſe great things 3 
{of} for the moſt ſufficient Faculty imaginable 
to cannot att upon an objett that ir diſcovers 
ich} not ; and the Faculty of greateſt Power 
hel may, in ſome caſes, need exciting. And 
had fo it is requiſite the will have Light to 
| toff diſcover its Object, and ſome Arguments 
off to commend it, at leaſt when the Soul is 
any under the diſadvantage of rooted prejudi- 
no} ces, or habitual and inveterate wicked- 
neſs, | | | 
| However, all the help they think need- 
full - for the Will, is' fo far from denying 
d ig its Power and Sufficiency-for thoſe grear 
{lj concerns of Salvation ; that it ſuppoſes 
Nay #he Will to ' have it in and of it felf, if 
ral daving things be bur repreſented to it as 
heff}-neceſlary ' and worthy of its choice and 
cing embraces. "9 | 
'inf-'(2.) A Power to refuſe any Object, how: 
r tqever \it be offered, with what! advantage 
uti foeyer it be propounded by the Spirit. of 
jim] \God;- or the Miniſtry of man, For the Li- 
Not © "FU | berty, 
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berty, they make eſſential to - the Will, 
coniiſts, they ſay, in an indifferency, ei- 
ther to chooſe or refuſe, either to aGt or 
not to act. And it mult be left indiffe- 
Tent in all caſes ; fo that nothing in Hea- 
ven or Earth can determine it, but it ſelf. 
God himſclf they ſay cannor without fail 
determine .1t to the choice of this -or theta 
other without deſtroying it. -Yoluntas ho-Wdc 
minis ad attus ſuos motione irrefiſtibils de-Yiic 
terminari non poteft ne ab ipſo Deo quidem (ir, 
- ( Syn. Dor. 212.) He cannotficf 
id. Ames re- -* «+. os» - 
ſcript. p. 129. Incline the will irreliſtably, heffpp 
cannot by any Divine Motionfſec 
of unwilling make it willing. Whateverſhh; 


Power he does or can put forth for thighf 
purpoſe, the Will may and can reſiſt ith 
and render it of no effect. If the Lord do 


deſire and intend to Convert. a Sinner, andſknc 


do what can be done by the Power oiffis, 
his Grace in order thereto ; yet the Wilno 
may hinder him. Take it. in their | ownfna 
words, A man may hinder his own regenelua 
ration, when God has a mind to have him refthy 
generated, and it is his will to regeneratdl, 
him, Coll. Hag. 282. Corvinus ( the moſthq{x 
ſubtile and cautious of their writers ) ſay$þra 
Vid. Hickm. p, Exprelly, Poſitis ommibus ad agemfhe 
33s dum requiſitis, &6-. when 4alifrat 

nas 
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Il, che. Operations. of Grace #a order io Con- 
21-E verſion are paſt upon the Will; yet it 1s 
orfſtill in the tree: power of the Will to con- 
vert or not to convert it felf. So that, 
2a-fwhen God -has-done his utmolt to bring a 
Sinner into: a faving State ;'yet it 1s in 


der- him. In--plain terms, when God has 
-Bdone what he can, the Will may do what 
*#ic- liſt, They will have- the Will co be ſo 
-mifree, as that it can be under no neceſſity. 
notEof any ſort, not only ſuch as 15 natural, 
hefſor compulſiye,. or abſolute,- which is grant-: 
10nfed;-but ſuch: as is only , reſpe&ive, and 
verthar in reference: to God himſelf, So thar: 
nggr it be needfull' in reſpect of -the Decree 

&nd::Purpoſe .at; God, or in-:reſpett of his 
Wl and -Defre,: or in reſpeCtof his Word: 
ndfknd Ingagement, or in reſpe& of his De-. 
Ten::and Iiitention, that- the Will ſhould 
nove this way and not the other ; yet it 
ay incline \and-determin it ſelf the other 
Say; and :{6; may: act counter to God in 
reFhete his Concerns, defeat him in them 
rat@il,- and carry 'u againſt him. The Pur- 
Sqle,-'the- Promiſe, the Providence, the 


Þrace-of God, .the Undertaking of Chriſt, 
gemſhe: Operations; of: the, Spirit, may be fru- 
rated unayoidably by mans Will. So great. 
i D 3 ; = 
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thei-power -of the: Will to defeat and hin- 
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2: Power they give it. ' The-Lord fhall not 
have his Will, nor make.good his Word, 
nor:make his Grace prevalent,-nor accom- 
pliſh his greateſt Deſigns; if mans Will com- 


. ply not ; and it-is.never undev any neceſhit 


to. comply, but may; atways: refift, when 
the..Lord has done what'he ican' to: bring 
it to a complyance: This is:the true Vilage 
of their Do&trins, 'if you will ſee it plait 
and naked, //There needs no 'ill Langwigt 
ro. render it ughy oh 2 
«But as to ouri/preſenc Parpoſle. The firſi 
Branch of this Power, aſcribed to the Will; 
raakes the Grice, wwhichiwe ſtand in moſt 
need of, to' be ineedleſs.. : For'if- the. Wil 
can embrace any. Object: ih order 40 Sal 
vation, pai iatiicommon} propofal'; then 
able it; 0 35ats [it fol 1 | TN 

' 'The' other Branch makes: all- the: Gras 
they. own,:.to be: fruitleſs, of no effey0l 
meer” Cypher, which ftands for nothing 
does, can. do nothing. but: av: the difcretio! 
of | Free-witt::'' For 'the Will” when the Ob 
jet'is propounded; with: what advantagt 
ſoever. the Propoſal be made, :can alway 


Teſtft and reject :it. utterly. ,'-So that -th 


Grace of .God. comes to. nothing, at 
meer humour/of mans Fige-will. 


eeds. no. Stfength from... Grace to Ef 
TO,eOrqqY '? ; 'T t:65] 
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- By the former Branch of the Will's ſuf- 
ficiemcy, the Power, in matters of Salvati- 
on, is from-Free-will, and not from Grace : 
for their Grace gives it no, Power at all, 


# but {yppoſes it there already. 


By the latter Branch, the AF, in the con- 
cerns of Salyation, is fram the Will, not from 


8 Grace : For Grace leaves the Will indiffe- 


rent to at or not to aft; and therefore its 
ating 1s no more from Grace than its: not 
ating ; its accepting of Chriſt no more 


* from Grace than its rejecting him. 


Now..if bath the Power and the AQ, 


in the concerns of Salvation, be from Free- 


will, and ;nqx..from Grace; then jt is by 


614 Free-will, not by Grace, that we. are 


layed. 


6d _ INT. Let us view the Inpore and dange- 


"«i} aus Tengency of this Dottrine ; and then 


you will. ſee. ſufficient Reaſon to rejeQ 


xt. Every . prtoua will be an Argu- 


ment againſt it; and the particulars are 
very Many. | | 
(1.) They make zo Grace zeedfull, but 


what was acknowledged, by thoſe Perſons 


4 who .were; condemned by the Ancient 


Church as Enemies of the Grace of Chriſt. 


1 Pelagins, the Patriarch,of the Aſſerters of 


Free-wall, to; the prejudice of Divine Grace, 
| D 4 acknow- 


WH, 


We 1” A-Dijeourſe 


pI 


ay 


% 
anoedure onagel <p. : 
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quired'an external Propoſal of 'the ObjeR; 


AﬀeCtions ; Nos cr Anvaiongs 'pratie celeſtis 


"Spirit to. inlighten the Mirid,' and to ftirr 
up the Aﬀeibns.. But others of ther, 


. Neceſſity of any immediate Ifumination 
by the Spirit ; afld tell us,” *'That every 
one who has the uſe of Reaſon, may, 


ackigwledged nor only a Natural, but a 
Do&rinal Grace, viz. the Word of God: 
diſcovering and propounding -that which! 
is good, and perſwading Sinners to em- 
brace it ; ſuadet omne quod  bonum. eſt, it 
Derfwades to all that is' good: © Here's the 
waſive Grace , of ' his Modefrn' followers, 
Nay, he. went further, and 'not- 'only re- 


in the'Miniftry of the Word ; -but acknow- 
ledged* an inward Operation of the Spirit; 
for .1nlightning. the-Mind, and exciting the 


zlluminar, He inlightens us with the uii: 
ſpeakable Gift of his heayenly'Grace 5 f#- 
Thre plorie magnitudine & pramiorum polith. 
tatione ,accendit ' He jnflames us with Pro+ 
mife 'of Rewards and the greatneſs of the 
futnare Glory, and bxcites'F 


Fara! the ſtupid Will: 
by the Revelation of Wiſdom, +to Deſires 
:iher” God. "Some *of his "Me" followers 
think it not fit to come: ſhort of him tn Þþ4 
this, . but ſeem to require- ſome aCtt''of the 


moſt ' applauded and followed;*-deny all fv 


&< with- | ' 


; of Free-Grace. - 4t- 


a | * withour: any- ſpecial inward Light, very E 
od'fl © eafily apprehend whatever in Scripture - 
ch'l © is neceſſary to.. be known or believed. 


ir diate Operation of+ the Spi- Pe Perpicait. 
. Scyipt, thel. 1. 


he rit upon the Mind -or Will, "7! 
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it will remain. free tq.chooſe the cantrary 
- good. prapaunded to.16, |, ; 
The Will of fallen-/Man, notwithitand 
ing any ſuppoſed Corruptian/ in the Sou 
mative or acquired, ſtill retains its primi 
tive Power intire ; only it is under ſome 
Impediment as to the Exerciſe of it, there 
1s.0ne thing wanting:which hinders 16 fram 
aQing, it cannot a&; without an -Qbjet 
And this ſignifies no:defeCt or weakneſs it 
the Will: for the mqft 'perfe&t: Facylty. 6 
Man or Angel in Heaven: muſt have. aj 
Obje& that ay aR.. Now the QbjeR i 
offered in the Goſpel,, and the Propoſal s 
the Object by:: the Goſpel ,with tne . AIC 
tives and. Arguments there: contained, j 
all the Grace, el the. ſhpernatural- A, 
and divine Aſfiſtances, which they: thin 
requiſite. to help the Will, to belieye; an 
turn to:iGod,-' This is to- aſcribe leſs: ti 
Grace than: the old Pelagi4ns did, who ye 
were branded by the Church as the capt 
tal Enemies -of: ſupernatural Grace ,. an A 
upon that account ſcarce thought worthy 
to be called: Chriſtians. | ar 7 
ry 
G 
1 
W 


ww mAh. tw. Ay _ 


OA 2B i039 = 0 -&f & 2+- 


a © 


| (2.) By their DoQrine, Grace ts give 
according #0 Merit. This was the ha. { 
prous part of Pe/agiamefer, which the at 
cient Church had in/ greatelt: deteitatio 
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TY and for which Pelagizs himſelf had bee 

_ | Anathematized, branded with the higheſt 
0-F Cenfure, by a Synod in:Paleſti», but that 
oulg he pretended to.renounce it..: - 

ni Yet Merit, in the ſenſe of that Age, was 
mean afar leſs thing, and much-more tolerable 
ere than the Paprſfs. merit of Condignity. It 
was not only a good work, of ſuch value 
AM and worth in it ſelf, as that a Reward 
5 1 {Hould be due to it in Juſtice ; but Merit, 
"OF as they underſtood it, was any good att 
AJ which a man did of himſelf, upon the 
X1Y account of which Grace was vouchſafed. 
"0 This Befarmis himſelf acknowledges, how- 
Mol ever he was concerned to deny it. © The 
» Y < Fathers (ſays he) underſtood Grace to 
ay < be given according to'Merit, when any 
wy © thing is .done by our' own Fo 
ang * ſtrength, in reſpedt whereof o— G-_ 
of *:Grace is given, altho* it-be no 9c," 
Ja © Merit of. Condignity. : 

''And in this ſence of Aferx,' the modern 
a2 Aſerters of Free-will would have all Grace 
m_ , according / to Mern.- How univer- 
| fal ſoever they make Grace to be, yet no 
v min ſhall have it unleſs he merit it. That 
: 1 Grace . may be Univerſal, they. will have 
all 1t communicated both to- thoſe that are 
without the Goſpel, and to thoſe that en- 
f Joy 
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joy it. For thoſe who have not the Goſpel, 
he is ready to give all of. chem the Grace. 
of the Goſpel, if they will uſe the Light of 
Nature well ; and he does give it actually 
to thoſe, who 'by. the good. uſe of their 
Free-will, make: ſuch an. improvement. :of 
natural Light. - Here the good. uſe of :na- 
tural Light is a; good att ;;.and upon the 
account of that, the Grace: of the Gofpet-f E 
is given, z. e, this Grace 4s given accord; 
ing to Merit,: in: the ſenſe 'of. the Fathers, 
who counted it ſo 'execrable to have it © 
given according -to Merit.'.:Thoſe (lay 
the -Remonſtrants:) whom: God calleth , : and 
to whom | he : does; vonchſafe the - Grace ;-af, 
Preaching, we confeſs, for ' the moſt part, ito 
be ſuch menz; thut c their Vertnes do deſerve 
ao leſs. Epiſt;,contr., Walach.:;p. 44. - ft; 

- For thoſe who-have the Goſpel, God'isÞ| {it 
ready to give--further Grace . to them, 1f |? 
they would be worthy -Hearers, as they? th 
may be, if 'they- would uſe their. Free-will 
well in ,hearihg. - * But there are ſome ih 

« worthy, hearers-of the Goſpel, and ſome. $.25 
< ynworthy, ſays Corvinws ; and ſufficient: 
«& Grace is not given to-all . promiſcuouſly: 
1 '' © who; hear, ſed iis qui digni ſunt hl 

1 lt « evangeliys auditores, but to thoſe | W 
 :. *whogre worthy hearers. Which 
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Bis in effec, as tho? he ſpoke our, and faid, 


It is given according ro Merit, which is 
all point blank againſt the Apoltle, 2 7m. 
Z.9.. T48-.3. 4. 

This they extend to the Fountain of all, 
the eternal Purpoſe of God. All the Grace, 
which 1s comprized in 'the Election of 
Grace, will be ordered according to Merit. 


| Election of particular Perſons depends up- 
on their Faith or Works foreſeen: The 
FE Lord foreſees who will believe., and be- 


cauſe they will believe, upon the account 
of this .good att he does ele&t them ; ſo 
they are elected according to Merit. But 
does he not purpoſe from Eternity to give 
Faith in time ? No, by no means ; for if 
he had decreed this, they would be under 
ſome Neceſlity to believe ; and ſuch Neceſ- 
ſity. is not conſiſtent with the Liberty of 
mans Will. Therefore it mult be left to_ 
their Free-will whether they ſhall believe 
or no : and when God foreſees that they 
{ſhall make ſo good uſe of their Free-will 


as to believe, then' upon that account he 
Felets them. In plain Engliſh, he chooſes 
thoſe, whom he foreſees will merit the 


EleQtion of Grace by the good uſe of Free- 


Nay, all the Grace, in the great and 
Preci- 
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precious Promiſes, and in the whoke Co- 
venant of Grace, will be according to Me 
Tit. For they will have the accompliſh 
meat of all ſuſpended upon ſome Conditi 
on ; ſuch a condition, as is to be perform 
ed meerly by the power of Free-will, al. 
ſiſted by no Grace at all, but that gentk 
excitement which they call Swaſion, which 


enables not the Will to —__ the Co 
dition, but plainly ſpeaks it able before 


hand. Such a condition performed is in 
deed a Cauſe, 2 moving and engaging 
Cauſe, and noleſs Merit, than that whic} 
the ancient Church condemned in Pe/agim 
For it is a good ACt performed by out 


own ſtrength, upon the account of whic 
the Grace of the Covenant is vouchſafedy 
which a FJe/ait will not deny to be the 
Merit that is under the Curſe and Execra 
tion of Synods and Fathers twelve-hundred 
years agoe. Their other Principles ove 
throw the Grace of God, and lay it pre 
ftrate ; but this quite deſtroyes it, and 
makes 1t' no Grace, if the Apoltles arguing 


be good Reaſon, Rom. 11.6. pi 

(3-) This Dottrine ( which owns nd ar 
more Grace, and aſcribes ſo: much to Free{ G1 
will ) makes God not to be the workef W 
or. real Cauſe of the ſpiritual and favingth 
: | bleſſing 
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bleflings of Converſion and Regeneration, * 
nor the- Author -and Giver of Faith, Re- 

ntance, Holineſs. Theſe are rather to 
e aſcribed to Man, than unto God. This 
will appear, | 

1.-1n' pexeral. Converſion, Regenerati- 
# on, Sandtification, Perfeverance, and what 
ichjj elſe of this nature'is required ro our Sal- 
on vation, -is to be attributed ro a mans ſelf, 
ore more than the Spirit of Grace; they are 
inf the EfteQs and Atchievements of Free-will, 
ingy rather. than of Grace. | 
icl} A man 'Converts and quickens himſelf, 
iy Regenerates and begets himſelf, Creates 
out himſelf fo far as he is a New Creature, 
ich and upholds himſelf when he is created. 
ed} This ſeems ſtrange and uncouth ( not to 
the ſay abſurd and horrid ) ; bur there is plain 
:ra4 Reaſon for it, (ſuch 'as may convince any , 
ref who will yield to evident Reaſon. 
ver} Grace, however conſidered, (either in 
Oroft ElecFion, or Redemption, or the Holy Spi- 
an{ 77s Operations) does no more for the quic- 
inglkening and Regenerating of thoſe who 
.-Jare converted, than it does for thoſe who 
ngare never converted ; therefore it 1s not 
re} Grace, but ſomething elſe, that does the 
thee work. If the Lord had done no more for 
ing] the making of this World, than for —_ 
ng O 
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" of other Worlds that were never miade,ſſ © 
the Creation of the World could [never - 
have been aſcribed to him. If Chriſt had 
done no more to raiſe Lazarus from the 
dead, than he did to raiſe others who conf q. 
tinued dead in their Graves, he could. not T 
have been ſaid to raiſe him to Life. He h, 
that does no more towards the effeCtingJ,, 
of a thing, than when it is not done atf},, 
all, he cannot be faid to dp it. ; Nowh 
Grace does no more for the quickening off: 
thoſe that are alive to God, than for thoſe 
who are ſtill dead and will be ſo for ever. 
Therefore it is not Grace that does the, 
work ; it muſt be aſcribed -to ſomething}, 
elſe, not to the Spirit of Grace, but to : 
mans ſelf, and his own Free-will. - | 

This is evident in the Nature , viſible; . 
in the very . Complexion of ; their . Mor, 
Grace. This ( which is all the Grace the 
own ) confiits in Swaſive Propoſals. Now 
he that only perſwades or propounds thefþ, c. 
doing of a thing, does not thereby 'do i}, 
at all, bur would have you'to do it-yout,, 
ſelves, and ſuppoſes you can if you wallF 
So that this is the plain Import. of theugj . 
Doctrine, that men can convert and: quic 
ken themſelves, and do it if it be doneſy. 
However any be ſaid to. be. born of Goajey 


yell 
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et they may beget themſelves. However 
| cliey! be ſaid to be the Lords Workndufbip, 
created. of' Chriſt Jeſus: uith' 500d works; vey. 
10.] yetthey: are ther own Workman- 
ſhip, and make themſelves new Creatures. 
However the Apoſtle faith, ' ver. x. Fon 
hath he quickned, yet indeed they raiſe 
themſelves to life. And ſince they do: ir 
themſelves, to themſelves they may in: all 
greaſon aſcribe it; and accordingly glory- in 
it. ' The. Crown is - not 'to- bg #. at the 


— 
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Kcet of him who ſits on the Throne. Grace 
Ks to have neither Throne: nor Crown ; 
that is to have the Crown which --does 
the work ; Free-will does it, and this muſt 


0 wear it. SING EL 
| 2. More particularly, it is manifeſt, that 
ible hey make nor God to be the real canſe - 
Tupf thoſe ſaving works, or the giver of thoſe 
he Spiritual Bleftings; becauſe' by their Do- 
OVtrine neither the Power nor the At can be 
thik ſcribed to him : For they ſay he does 
0 Mothing to this purpoſe but by vertue- of 
OUMoral Grace :- And it is evident, that this, 
vil; He by this, gives neither the Power nor 
hel he A&t, &c. | MIT 
ul} (x.) Swaſive Grace, Or the Lord by ſwa- 
Ove Propoſals, gives no man power tobe- 
eve or turn to God; it rather ſuppoſes 
yell E that 
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that. he: has-jis already-befdre-.or withauy 
this.Grace-ii The vertue of-it| ( of: all; zhie 
Grace, they. 0wnJ.s. only that of Advice 
| fl gang ; and no-'mean: reafonably peix 
{wades. or adviſes, another to be able, but 
only to be willing to! uſe. what already. he 
has.; He thaz,holds forth a Light to a Man 
ying on the. ground,” and moves him with 
rguments ./t9 ;rile-\and-walk, does not 
bpcre give-:him--Legs: and. Strength, but. 
luppaſes hegkas. theſe already; if he would 
ule them. He- that only Jhews another 
what he has to doe, and offers reaſon to 
perſwade him *tq do ir, not. taking any 
other-courſe to ſtrengthen him for it, take 
- it for granted that he is afore-hand abk 
for it. Now. this is all that their Moral 
Grace pretends to; it ſhews the Sinne: 
that it is his Duty. to turn to God, &, 
and uſes Arguments to move him to it, 
but gives no other ſtrength for it tha 
what this Advice includes, which ' as Pet: 
{waſion_ or Advice does indeed give none 
at "all, but plainly ſuppoſes it 4n bein 
They ſay, a Sinner, undet the Influence 
of this Moral Grace, is able to Convert 
and Regenerate himſelf, to beget himlel! 
to. a New Life. But if he be able, hi 
Ability is from Nature ; and the Powet 
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of his naturdl Faculties was not from 


| Grace, ſeeing this their ' Grace is not for 


the giving of Ability where it is not, 
but only ' for exciting it where it is 'be- 
fore. | S ph 

(2.) As the Power for theſe great Con- 
cerns of Salvation is not from God or his 
Grace, ſo neither is 'zhe AW from him. 
For, 1. That which gives or works the 
AQ, determins the Will, or Cauſes it to de- 
termin it ſelf ; but the Lord FF this Grace 
( which 1s all they own) brings it only 
to the Wills choice, and leaves it to do 
as it lift, and ſo plainly leaves the AQ to 
ic ſelf; ſo that if the Soul do aQtually 
Believe, or Repent, or turn to God, this 1s 
of it ſelf: their Grace leaves the Will in- 


different to a& or not to a&, and ſo no 


more works the one than the' other, ad 
is no more the Cauſe that it aQs, than 
that it acts not. It leaves it to the Will, 
either to yield"or refuſe; if it yield, it is 
riot frorh Grace, but the Will.. Grace 
leaves it in the Power of the Will to re- 
fiſt ; if it reſiſt not, it is from the Will, 
not from Grace. The Lord by his Pow- 
er works nor the Will. to tura ro God, 
to love, to embrace Chriſt, to yield to 
the Spirit ; but leaves it indifferent to 
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turn to:God or againſt him, to love God 


or to hate him, to; embrace Chriſt or re- 
jet him; to yield to- the Spirit or reſiſt 


him. Ic muſt be left indifferent as to 
either, Grace turns not the Scales, but 
leaves the Will at an equal poiſe, that 
the: Will of Man, not the Grace of God, 
may have the caſting _— if Grace 
ſhould weigh ic down, the Liberty of the 
Will, they ſay, would be violated, and its 
Nature defW@yed. | 

(3.) Nay, their Grace is ſo far from 
working the Will to aQtual Faith or Ho- 
lineſs, that by their account it ſeems to 
lead a man into Sin, and lave him in it: 
for it is a Sin for a man to be Indifterent 
whether he Believe or Believe not, whe- 
ther he accept Chriſt or rejet him, whe: 
ther he love or hate him : But all that this 
Grace does to the Will, is to bring it to 
ſuch an TIndifferency ; and ſo the Grace 
of God with them does no other, no bet- 
ter Office for a Sinner, than to bring his 
Soul into a wicked Poſture; and in that 
Poſture it does and muſt leave the Will 


to it ſelf; and there left, if the Will be 


no better to it ſelf than Grace is, or can 
be, it ſhall never come into a better Po- 
ſture. 
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Nay further, the. Lord , is ſo :far from 
Determining the Will, and ſo from cauſing 
the AQ by making it willing ; that it 1s 
impoſſitle for him to da, it. They fay (as 
was thewed before )-rhat. the Will cannot 
.be determined by God . himſelf without de- 
ſtroying it; they will have it an Incon. 
fiſtency ,,,and to imply a ContradiCtion. 
And thus the Lord 1s fo far :from being 
the Worker or real Cauſe of actual Faith, 
Converſion, SanCtification, that. it is im- 

fible he ſhould be the Cauſe thereof ; 

e is ſo far from aQually working theſe, 
that he cannot do. it. 

Let me but add one Argument more. 
This Grace is given egualy to all, and eft- 
fects no more 1n one than another; and 
therefore can be no more the Cauſe of 
actual Converſion in - thoſe that turn to 
God, than in thoſe that are never con- 
verted; works Regeneration no more 1n 
thoſe that are canflified, than in the un- 
regenerate ; z.e. works it not at all, is no 
Cauſe of it. The Lord, by vertue of this 
Grace, gives attual Faith and Repentance 
no more. to thoſe that Believe and Re- 
pent, than to ſuch as perſevere.in Impe- 
nitency and Unbelief : gave Faith no more 
to Paul than to Tudas, Repentance no 

| E 3 more 
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This 1s the clear conſequence” of theit 
Dottring, The Lord is not the Avrthoy 
and- Fraifher of our Faith, or of ovr Re. 
petitatice'; nor the' real Cauſe of Conver. 


fi6n-of Sariification, and other | ſaving 


Bleſſings ; '#tid ſ6, not 'the Author: of Sal, 
vation, - Tt'is' or by Þ& Grace, bijt 'of our 
fetves; both as to the Power and the Att, 
- in dire& oppoſition to the Text and the 
whole ſtrain of the Goſpel, And it is as 
reconcileable with-Seripture and the Per- 
fetions of God, to ſay he is not the 'Cre- 
ator of the World, or the Author 'of any 
thing ; as to ſay he is not the Author 


or real Cauſe of rhoſe great Concerns of 
Salvation. = 5-5-0 

- (4.) This leads them to deny Or47inat 
Sin: They muſt of neceſfity make little or 
nothing 'of the Corruption of onr Nature, 
fince they will have their Swaltve Grace 
to be a ſufficient Relief againft it; as if 
all the Sin in mans Nature could be ar- 
gued out of him without more adoe, and 
all the Power of Corruption, natural and 
contracted too, might be effectually *ſub- 
dued and crucified by rational Advice ; 
Whereas this Moral Swaſion is of it ſelf o 
I EE = 7. 2 {cx W rſs 
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ſo tha? i effedts no fyth 
chiſs in "far! the greateſt part" Of: -tHble 
who . partake' of if as thilth 'as dny7> bur: 
leaves-themalos;thet as corrupt as it fond 
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I cannot diſcern, that they will acknow® 
mags any corroption at "all 't5''be "in! the 
will, "tho Seriptere and” Experience ſhew 
that/ ir: is moſt! of ' all there "The Wl 


\ 


ſceftis' ito 'be'inow' ag ſound” (by thetr 
Do&ritie )\ a$'vit. Was” in Intideency ; nor 
ftarids ic” in need'df more! help by” Grace, 
than 444m before the Fall for then 'he 
had and needed 'Swaſive® Grace: , Iz the 
dey that thou eateſt- thereof, thod" ſhult aye : 
Hete' is the Duty propounded, ar 'the 
Propofal inforced - with a powerfal- Mo- 
tive by God bimfelf ; that is 'the 'ſumi' of 
Swiſive Grace ;- which Oo 
needfulf for our firſt Parents, did thus ad- 
miniſter it, as far from Corruptian as it 
was then. And if the Will need no more 
now, it is as'free from Corruption as--it 
was'then. Thus for the Aﬀ:Gions, there 
muſt be no more Corruption in them than 


iti /the Will, theſe being bur the AQs and 


Motions of it: Of, # they* will confider 


them . as in the- Senſitive Appetite ;- yet 
| E 
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"common. Hlumiagzion: is!' -enqu we 10. heal 
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re; ys thereby. the, ONS: ATE. 
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is: therg,any Deprayation in the: Mind, but 
what; ma be cured, by; . comman.. Light , 
ſuch as the moſt corrupt and wicked men 
haye. 

{That which Smits ſo; yy a 2 Cure aa: 
geegs be {leight-and little.;-.and that httle 
tay which they, acknowledge, ; is: with 


them neithey, Sin [nor, Puniſhment, -praper- 


a, ,and; ſo, ngt, evil at-all,;ugleſs there. be 
QM 


e evil, whioh. is neither.,.; The: Nepra- 
vation of pur' Natures by the Fall, how: 
ever. it be aggravated 1n Scripture, 1j 5 not 
in,their»agcount. properly either our. Sin 
or. ag Paniſh ſhmeat.; but only our. Ipfeli; 
city ; | apd ao-great Infelicity neither, ſince 
with : em ,.1t, can. be- neither: fpiricyal 
Death, nor 1 mortal' Diſeaſe, no nor very 
conſiderable Weakneſs. For. if it. 'were 


ſuch a; : Weakneſs, no Grace would rC-. 
pair, it but that which - communicates. 


an. anſwerable Strength, But, that Grave 
which they [think ſufficieat' ro repair: 2ll, 
gives not ,,any: ſtrengrh.at all, bur ſap- 
poſes there; 1s Power ' enough in Nagure 
x0 Recover itſelf, if it- be but excited. | 
This in. a manner mg es Chriſt of og 
cite 
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effett. The great egd of his coming was 
to Reſtore our- Natures fallen from God, 
and” made: \uncapable of honouring and 
injoying him: Therefore he took our Na- 
ture, and performed and ſuffered ſo- much 
therein. But cwhat need all this waſte, 
#:we can lick our ſelves whole by vertue 
of a little-.common Light ? and fo little 
not needfull with ſome of them. ny.” 
The great Augnuſti» reduces the NN **6%: 
while CR Doane torwo Es 
Heads, the Knowledge of the #r/# Adam, and 


the Knowledge of the Second: What we 


ſuffered by Adam, and what we gained 
by Chriſt. But tho theſe be Fundamen- 
tal in the Chriſtian Dodrine, how little 
they ſtand for in the DoQtine of Free-mzl, 
we may hereby perceive. And it will be 
further manifeſt by another Fundamental, 
which, depending on this now inſiſted on, 
falls with 1. 


_2 


(5.) By. this Doctrine there is no need. 


of Regeneration. To be Regenerate, is in 


the Language of the Holy ,Ghoſt ro be 
born of God, Joh. 1.13. to be born again, 


- for born from above, Joh. 3. }. and thar 


is to receive a Principle of Spiricual Life 
ind Motion from God. Vid. Ham. in Foh. 
1, 17, But no ſuch Principle 1s neceliary 

Ty 
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in the Will, which indeed : moft needs -it; 
But no _—_— of Holineſs is ro therey L 
no good Quality created in it. by the Spiiff 
Tit it they ſay is a dreflritiog af d 
and would be prejudicial to: its .Liberty,F.. 
The Image of God needs no -repairing mſg: | 
the Heart or Will, tho*” that be the " 
chief Receptacle and Subje&t of it ; even; 
the Schoolmen making tits the principalſ;,. 
Seat of all Vertues. It needs no ſuch inf: 
fuſed Principle or Quality, to incline it to W 
that which is good ; they will have ith- 
able of it ſelf, by its own native: Power; oh 
to embrace any good, how ſupernatural 
ſoever, which the Mind offers to it. i. 
can produce the beſt Ads, without any; 
inward Principle ſuitable or proportianabl;, 
to them. The Tree need not be good 
that the Fruit may be good ; or rather, 
it is good enough already, it is ſo natw- 
rally. The Will or Heart of Man (houwſf;. 
—_ foever the Scripture ſpeaks it, ref ;c 
preſenting it to be d«/perately wicked, Terſ ;. 
17. 9. and the Fountain of all Wickedf,,- 
neſs, Mat. 15. 19.) ſeems by their Dc 
Ctrine to be as good by Nature, as God 
can or will make it; no worfe than a... 
was when hr{t formed. Tt loft no ſpirlfff,. 
tnal Qualities or Accompliſhments by - of & 
| Fall} 
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"Fall: for it had none before., . 


EK that all regeneratitip. Grice Cdldt. Hag: p. 
PER; to al ef Rl eSho 64: 38 i (ns 
Obiered.: | Nor will they allow fon x 
6 21 new Qualities tobe” in- 97. #5 ir 
afed by the Spirit of Grace as volinrare, &e: 
. ſito the}, Mind or AﬀQtiohs,' Syn, Dor. 156. 
b more'than into the Will ; | ,-; ; 
or that they fay is repugnant to. the ad- 
Oniniſtration of the” Means of Salvation, 
OFAll that they think requiſite, is coriifioft 
"Kight, ſuch as they deny not to the vileſt 
\ſWnen ( nor can welt deny to. Devils : for 
Flcy diſcern the truth and goodneſs of 
what 15: propofed in' the Goſpel) ; by the 
MÞire help of ſuch Light, their own Wills 
"40 regenerate thetn, fo far as they think 
Þny Regeneration 'necdfull, I find it no 
afie thing to diſcern what their Regenc- | 
ation is. The beſt I can make of it is 
this. The Mind needs no new Birth or 
Life, but what it has from common 
/ALight; nor do the AﬀeCtions need any 
Fexciring. or quickening but what that 
—OJame effects. But tho they count this fuf- 
I" Wicient quickening, they do not call it Re- 
1 generation : for many, thus quickened, do 
ive and dye unregenerate. It is. an a@ 
"1 bt the Will muſt do the work, and for 
ws AI | that 
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that the Will muſt be left to it ſelf, Thelf!" 
irit of God muſt not touch it, muſt not?! 
we it any Principle: of Life, muſt not ad he 
it by any ſpecial or immediate Influence F* 
1108 bur if of its own accord it turn it ſelf coff®* 
me”! that which 15 good, the Sinner is thereby h 
i; 8 born again. So that Regeneration is com Y 
pleated by a little common Light , ſuchff*: 
as the. Children of Darkneſs have, and af" 
af of Free-will,” without any further af ( 
ſiftance, any other work of the Spirit it p 
or upon it. | | wy 
Thus, by this one a& of Free-will af®" 
firſt, they are regenerated analy; ani It 
afterwards, by repeated a&s of Free-will®, 
they . may, he regenerated habitually : for nd 
the Will, by repeated AQts, can beget graff**© 
cious Habits, and ſo help them to habji 
tual Regeneration ; tho they deny the Spi wud 
rit of Grace can work in them any ſuctf®* 
thing as: Habits or Principles of Holineſ* erf 
Now, this 1s to be born again of the Wil T 
of Man, not of the Will of God, Foh. 1. 13%! 
The Scripture declares, that they who ard 6 
Regenerate, -are born of Gad, 1 Fob. 3. gf” ® 
barn of the Syirit, Joh. 3. 8. but this 1s os 
to be born of Free-will, not of God, norf” 
. of rhe Spirit, unleſs Free-will be God af” © 
the Spirit, The Apoſtle ſays, of his om *' 


Wi 


pill begat he ws, Jam. 1. 18. but they 
ofpuſt ſay, Of their own Wills they beget 
qfhemſelves. Yet, this is all the Regene- 
- Faction which they count neceſſary, and fo 
- Fake that New-birth a needleſs thing, 
+ Shich the Scripture calls for and deſcribes 
" 'þy other Characters, and declares all ac- 
1caF*$ to the Kingdom of Heaven impoſſible 
aF/ithout it. |» : 
af} C6.) This takes Sinners off from that 
 -Syhich 1s really ſaving, and leads them to 
Fake up with that which falls ſhort of Sal- 
Jation. It -teaches them to reſt ſatisfied 
ith ſuch a Faith, a Repentance, a Con- 
-nerlion, a Regeneration, as common Light 
nd rational Propoſals (ſuch as every one 
-Fneets with in the Miniſtry of the Word) 
bile ſufficient to effect. Bur theſe alone can 
pie ver produce any ſaving Faith or Repen- 
- pace, any ſaving Regeneration or Con- 
eſt erfion | 5s 
17h Thoſe who perſwade them, that this is 
; Joough for thoſe ſaving Effefts, go abour 
Y delude Sinners ; and if they look after 
0 more, their Souls are like to. be ruined 
* IÞr ever. Moral Grace may perhaps pre- 
_ Fail for ſome Morality ; bur this alone can 
- offver be effectual, ro turn a Heart of fore 
o0 a Heart of fleſh, to turn the Enmiry 
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of the. Will :into Love to Chriſt, to tun 1 
Sinners from the Power of Satari un ; 
God, to raiſe the Soul to Life that is pi 4 
ritually dead, to make them new Cray - 
tures, cc. Theſe are not .the Effects of t 
gentle Swaſion, but of an Almighty Poy þ 
er. They mean jomething elſe than Scro |; 
pture intends by theſe Expreſſions, wh C 
make theſe ſaving works ſq low, comma 
and eafie things, and ſo much in'the Povy | 
er, and at the beck of a Sinners corrupt ry 
Will. Nothing more ' ruines Souls, thay 
reſting in that as ſaving which is not n 
and when Divines promote the Deluliag : 
how pernicious is it like to prove ? T] 

(7.) It deſtroyes holy Obedience, wwal ny 
and outward. Leaves no place for of -. 
exerciſe of Grace in the Heart, or wolf £1 
fruely good in the Converſation. It pludy. 
up theſe by the roots, taking away by 
bitual Regeneration which 1s the root @ , 
rhem, the exerciſe of Grace in the ac -- 
ot an inward gracious Principle ; but thi 


lay there is no ſuch Principle planted F 
the Heart or Will by the Spirit of H oo 
lineſs ; and where the Principle is nor, 
cannot be acted. There can be no vit 
Acts, where there is 00 vital Principlf p, 
that which '1s not alive, cannot put forfſ ,,,. 
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Ads, of lite. ' Or, to uſe the terms whe 
6 in Chriſt expreſles it, the Fruit u not 208A, 
Pl waleſs the Tree be good. No good As 
y; can :be produced by the Heart or Will, 
2 Y till it ſelf be good. It is, not, it cannot 
| be good, when there are no good Qua- 

N lities in it. It has no good, no holy 
| Qualities planted in it by the Spixzt of 
Grace ; that, (with them) only acFMo- 
rally, and does no more ſanQtfie thoſe that 
are holy, than thoſe that are profane. So 
HY that, if the Will have any goodneſs, any 
thing that is holy in it ; it has ir from 
it ſelf, not from the Spirit | of Holineſs.” 
Thus the Fruits. of the Spirit will be no 
other , than the Fruits of Free-will of 
7 Free-will unſanRified, unleſs it ſanttifie ir 
Oy felf: and the as of Obedience will be no 
other, than rhe acts of natural Morality, 
ſuch as Mans degenerate Will can pro- 
duce by its natural Power, without any 
aſſiſtance, but that. of Moral or ſwaſive 
1 Grace ; which begets no good Qualities, 
gives no inward ftrength, attords no help 
of any kind, more to thole who do moit, 
' than to thoſe: who do nothing at all. 

We need not wonder, it thole of this 
IP perſwaſfion ſhould ſatisfie themſelves, and 
would. have ethers fatishcd with fuch a 
Morali- 


" 
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' Morality; their Principles 'do-:afford, and 
can require nothing - better. But whether 
the Atts of it be thoſe gracious Ats4 
thoſe Fruits of the Spirit , thoſe good 
works, which the Scripture ſo much calls 
for, and makes the Way to Salvation; 
let thoſe conſider who are concerned -in- 
deed in the Way to Salvation. [ll 
charge their Oppoſers, for not 
preſſing Moral Duties. If they mean there: 
by Practical Chriftianity, there are none 
in the World preſs it more. But we are 
[not for a Pagan, but a Chriſtian Morality ; 
and think. it not adviſeable to preſs exter- 
nal Atts alone, without minding the Prin- 
ciple and Root, from whence all that is 
truely Chriſtian muſt ſpring. We count 
it abſurd and prepoſterous to look for Fruits 
where there is no Root, for gracious AQsf 
where Grace 15 not planted in the Heart. 
They may deck a May-pole with as many 
Garlands as they pleaſe, and ſet off a Maſt 
with Flags and Streamers ; but they will 
never thereby make them Fruir-trees. The 
Lord will condemn thoſe who bring not 
forth good Fruit; and thoſe alſo who lead 
them ina way, where they are never like 
ro be truely fruntfull, without better con- 


duct. 
| (8.) This 
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(8.) This ftifles Love to God, takes a- 
way that which is the Foundation and 
Ground of a ſpecial tranſcendent Love to 
him. That which 1s the rile of our Love 


it is this that kindles our AﬀeCtion to- lim, 
2nd raiſes Love into a Flame : But he 
that: believes and conſiders, that God had 
no more thoughts of Love for him from 
Eternity, than he had for thoſe who are 
under his everlaſting Hatred ; and. that 
Chriſt had no more Love for him in the 
work of Redemption ; did 'Obey, Suffer, 
Satisfie, Purchaſe no more for him, than 
he did for thoſe who were in Hell, when 
he Suffered ; and that the Spirit of Grace 
does no more for him, in crder to his 
Salvation, than he docs for the Veſſels of 


- Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction ; will ſcarce 


find any thing in the Love of God ( on 
this Conſideration ) to engage his Soul to 
a ſpecial Love for God : He will be in 
danger to Love God with no more than 
a common Love, ſuch as a carnal Man 
may have ; who believes that the Lord 
loves him no more, than he loves thoſe 
who are to be tormented for ever with 
the Devil and his Angels. He will find 
a Metive from. hence, to hug and love 

| | '-Þ tiim- 


to God, is his Love to ws, 1 Joh. 4. 19.. 
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himſelf rather than God : For, when that 
which they eall Love in God, ſeems bur 
an indifferent reſpeCt, not intending more 
good to one than another, but as them- 
ſelves determine it ; he had got no ſpeci- 
al benefit, no particular advantage by that 
Love, if he had not been better to him- 
ſelf : The Lord, as they repreſent him, 
( whatever is pretended concerning the 
greatneſs and univerſality of his Love to 
Mankind ) ſeems indifferent as to Love or 
Hatred, as to the Happineſs or Miſery of 
Man. The Lord lefc it indifferent, in his 
eternal Purpoſe, whether any ſhould be 
Saved or no; and Chriſt, in the- Work 
of Redemption, left it indifferent whether 
any ſhould be aQtually Redeemed or no; 
and the Spirit, in Calling Sinners, leaves 
it indifferent whether any be effeQually 
Called or no : There was no AfﬀeCtion in 
all this,« but what might have ended in- 
Love or Hatred, #. e. in the Damning of 
all, as ſoon as the Saving of any. That 
which determines: this indifference, and 
makes it prove Love, is the Sinner him- 
ſelf, the good uſe of his Free-will ; Had 
it not been for this, for any Love that 
God had for him, for any expreflion of 
it from Father, Son, or Spirit, he had 

| been 
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been one of the Children of Wrath, ia - the 
ſame Condemnation with others. So'ithat 
the plain tendency of- their Dottrine, is 
to lead Sinners to refleCt ait-Ctionately on 
04 but - with Indifterency upon 
God. . 
Such 1s the gexzera/ Love which they 
will have' in God' to Mankind ; it is but 
an indifferent reſpect to all ; which proves 
Love or Hatred, as the Sinners Will de- 


 termines it. But when they aſcribe any 


particular- Love to God, it is no otuaer 
than whar ariſes from the Sinners Love 
to him : He foreſaw thar we would be- 


lieve, and ſo love him, and therefore he 


intended Life for us : He foreſaw that we 
would embrace and chooſe Chriſt, aad 
therefore did he chooſe us. So that God 


- did not Love vs firſt, but we him, whar- 


ever the Apoſtle ſays, r Joh. 4. 10, 19. 
He did not Chooſe ns firſt, bur we did 
Chooſe him, wharever Chriſt ſays, Joh. 


15. 16. Thus they ftop up the Spring of 
our Love to God, they deſtroy the rea- 


ſon, and raze 'the ground of our Love to 
him, if thar. be it which the Apaltle al- 
ſigns. lr 1s the greatneſs, the riches; the 


. freenelſs' of Divine Love that ingages, that 
conftraias us to Love him : Bur 'this: Do- 
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A Diſcourſe 
Etrine. not only defaces the Riches' and 
Freeneſs, but in a manner takes away the 
true Naure and Notion of his: Love, when, 
ir makes it an Aﬀection ſo indifferent to 
Mans Happineſs or Milery. 

(9.) It deſtroys the Exerciſe of Faith, 
and takes them off from a continued de- 
pendance on God, and truſting in him. 
It is inconſiſtent with that Life of Faith, 
_—_ muſt be the Life of every Chri- 

ian. 

This takes them off from depending on 
God, both in their ſp:rirual Concerns, and 
in common and humane Aﬀairs. 

1. For thoſe Afairs which depend on 
the W:4s of other Men : They cannot de- 
pend on God for the ordering of them ; 
for none are to depend on him for things 
which ate not at .his diſpoſal : But the # 
Wills of Men, and ſo the Aﬀairs which 
depend thereon, are- not ( with them ) at 
Gods diſpoſal ; ſince, by. their Principles, 
he.-cannot {way their Wills effectually one 
way or. other ; for this, in their Account, 
is to deſtroy their natural Liberty. 

2. As. to ſpiritual Concerns, for the ma- 
king of Grace, or the means of Grace 
cftectual. For the Promoting of Holinels, 
tor the Growth or Exerciſe of it, or Hong 

| #ET- 
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Perſeverance in it, there is no, need to de- 
Pend on:God : For it is not neceſlary ro 
depend on another for that which- is in ' 
his own Power. Now theſe things, and 
the like, are in the Power of his 'own 
Will; he is the Maſter- of them, if he 
will not be wanting to himſelf. Indeed" 
it is More in their own Power, than in 
the Power of God ; for every Mans Will 
can determine it ſelf to theſe things, but 
God cannot, without deſtroying the Will * 
For if he determine it, he leaves- it not 
indifterent ; and if it be not indifferent; it 
is :not free ; and if it. be not free, it is 
not an hiimane Will : 'And therefore they - 
have more reaſon to depend: on themſelves, 
where they believe the Power is, than'on 
God, where they ſay it is not. If there be 
FF any reaſon'to rely on God, it is for farther 
" continuance of that which they call ſuff- . 
cient Grace : But there is no more need 
to depend..on him for this, than the other ; 
for this is never withdrawn, unleſs they 


oF ww Ts W2 We 


be contumacious, and obſtinately reſiſt it : 
, Bue then it is .in their Power not to re- 
_ | - fiſt, but comply with it ; and if they will 
; not, God cannot help it : For when he 


| has' put forth all the Operations of his 
: Grace upon the Soul, the Will is at Ii- 
F 3 berty, 
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berty, and. has -Power to do as it lift, 
The Power is. moſt in Man ftill; and 
- where. the., Power: is, there mult be the 
Dependance, upon themſelves rather than 
upon God-; thaugh this Selt-dependance + 
be ypder the Curſe of God in Scripture, 
and plainly deſerves his heavyelt Curſe. 
-; (a9) It eperibraws Humility and Self- 
denipl..,, One ; may, {ſmell from whence it 
comes, .. by the; rank Tendency of it to 
Pride and Self-exaltation. The deſign of 
the Goſpel is clearly to debaſe man, and: 
take. from him all-occaſion. of Boaſting or 
 Glorying in himſelf; or of aſctibing -the | 
| Pranle, cipher of. his. State or: Actions; to 
umlelt, Row.j. 39:9, 27- 1.1 Cor. 1. 29, 
20.: Byt this Doftrine obliges. a Believer 
to aſcribe the: diftcrence,:! which. is be- | 
twist; him and, others who: :are 'in the B 
State 'of Sin {and iMiſery;| not unto. Grace, ' 
but to himſelf ; leaves, hima no ground to 
imagine. that' |1t was: Gracd wwhich- 'made 
the. diflterence.;; 1/111 7 15930 21 (01 
_ Grace ÞB, with. .them, indifterently © af- 
forded .unto all Sinners under 'the. Goſpel 
at leit. Others had the fame: Light, the- 
ſame rational Propoſals, with as much 
Clearneſs and Earneſtneſs,' in 'the ſame 
Degree, and, of no_ leſs Power. and ſufi- 
roy | $00 Clency ; 
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ciency } it is common in all reſpets. 
That which is every way common and 


| indifferent, could not poſſibly fnake us to 


differ. But when they had it- in com- 
mon, this man would make good uſe of 
it, without any other help <from Grace 
than the reſt had; they would not. His 

Will complyed with the Propoſal ; their 
Wills, no leſs aflifted 'than his, reliſted. 
Grace brought ir equally 'to the choice 
of their Wills, and there left it: His WHl 
:determined itſelf to comply ;_ their Wills 
determined againſt it : that made the 
difference, not- Grace, which was alike in 
all ; but Free-will, which he uſed better 
than Others. It my Will ( may he ſay) 
-had 'not been- better to. me than Grace, 
it had been as bad with. me as them : 


A For Grace 'was as good to: them as me. 


. \The Apoſtle asks, Who made thee to differ ? 


r Cor. 4. 7; ſuppoſing none would have 

the ' Confidence to arrogate this to him- 

Telf, But he that is for Free-will muſt 
ay, T ' mnatle my ſelf to differ. Grace 

brought-*it to the choice of my Will, 
wheeher there ſhould be any difference or 

nd ; it does no morefor any ; if there be 
any difterence made, it is Free-will that 
makes it. + Thoſe of them that are ſo in- 

| F 4 genuous 
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genuous as to uſe plain dealing, ſpeak out, | 
and ſay exprelly, Ego me diſcerno, I make 
the difference my fel. ly 
The Apoſtle ſays, By the Grace of God for 
1 am what I am, 1 Cor.15.10. but they. fav 
muſt ſay, By the good uſe of Free-will I for 
am what I am: For Grace is ſuch a thing I 
(with them ) as moves all, atteas all, Ffor 
leaves all alike : If any one be better than': 
another, as to ſtate or aCQtings, it is nat 
Grace that makes him ſo, {for the worſt 
have as much of their Grace as the beſt ; 
the difterence muſt; be aſcribed to Free- 
will. Nor can -their-DoQrine ſhew them 
any Reaſon, why they ſhould not aſcribe | 
it to themſelves,, and glory -n it, 'what- i 
ever - become , of, the Gloxy, of Divine fhng 
Grace. ;  efaroxp tes —_ : is 
(:1.) It makes it Unzeceſſary, or Unrea- Þ 
ſonable, to Pray for themſelves or :others, 
for thoſe things which we; ſhould moſt (WI 
of all Pray. for :--This 1s SISENE enough, Þ#ho 
in that it leaves not place ior Fauh and Fhi 
Dependance on God, in common Afﬀairs, 
or ſpiritual Concerns, as was ſhewed be- 
fore. For we are not to Pray to,God, 
but where we may rely and, depend ,on 
him's nor ſeek him for what we may- Þvh 
not truſt him, Row. 10. 14, But ugg, F 
| ene 
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'{the things that Chriſtians are principal- 
ly to Pray for, are ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly —; theſe are all comprized in, 
or depend upon Grace. Let us ſee how 
favourable their Principles are to Praying 
for Grace, either effeQual or preventing, 

As to the former, they need not Pray 
for Efficacious Grace, for it is in their 
own Power to make it effeQtual ; and 
who needs beg that of another, which he 
has in his own Power ? Their Grace 1s efte- 
ftual in the Soul, when it becomes willing, 
(for then it has its effe&t ; ) but with them, 
gnothing is more in. their Power and Will, 
an-to be willing : And it is needleſs and 
ſenſeleſs to Pray to God to make them will- 
1g, ;t. e. to make Grace effeQtual, when they 
can do it well enough of them-. Ns 
Flves : Quid eſt ſultius, quam ora- ef. - = 
re ut facias quod in poteſtate habes? 

What more fooliſh, than to Pray God . 

Ou ;mayeſt - do that which thou haſt in k 
hine own Power ? And elſewhere, Ve fal- | 
lamus homines, &c. Let us not deceive Men, 
or we cannot deceive God : We Pray not 
$0 God at all, bur only teiga that we Pray; 
| ff we think that our ſelves, not He, doth 
'. hat we Pray for. 

, | And as they need not, ſo they muſt not 
| Pray, 


aw | 
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Pray, that God would make Grace effePr: 
Qual, or make it work effeQtually in themPr: 
for God cannot do it, and they muſt nathe 
feek that of him which he cannot daþ 
To make Grace effeRtual, is of unwilling? 
to make them willing, to -determine thivil 
"Will to what he Propoſes ; but this ( the 
ſay ) he cannot dp, without invading it 
freedom : All that he can do, is to Prof *i 

ſe, and leave the Will to do as it likes] 
if he ſhould bow it effeftually. one way i 
other, that would be a breach upon rh 
liberty which is eſſential to it ; ſo rhat't 
beg this of him, would be to ſeek an inf” 
poſſibility. *.So that, unleſs they will 
abſurd, they muſt not Pray that God wou 
eftetually bow ,or incline mo ng hl” 
believe in Chriſt, to turn to God, ro ſown: 
| him, to fear him, to walk in his way 
to hate Sin; or mortifie it ; yea, or. 
avoid it. They. muſt not Pray, that Goffice 
would effeQtually ſubdne their Wills Wt, 
his Will in any thing : For, to be To fol 

jetted, though to God, and by a Divi 
Motion, is not conſiſtent with that Fre 
dom which the Nature of the Will } 
qares. RE /_ 

If their Petitions be of ſuch Import, (Þh it 
the beſt Petitions of Chriſtians are ) theray 
| Pray 


_ 
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Prayers contradict their Principles ; their 
mPrayers are a Plea for the Truth which 
othey- difpute agaiaſt. Whatever they ar- 
ipuc with Men, yet they muſt be for us, 
iniyhen they have to do with God, if they 
"$111 have any thing to do with God 
Fn Prayer, or Pray any thing like Chri- 
iFtlans. | 
Ml As for preventing or ſufficient Grace, 
exffhey need nor Pray for that ; for they 
7 afffave it already, or they will have it, th6 
icy Pray not for it ; for all have it, even 
t hoſe who never Pray while they live. 
But it they ſhould Pray for it, their 
\Wrtitions muſt bear ſuch a ſence as will 
Se very, harſh to any Chriſtian or ratio- 
Wal Ear. Sufficient Grace is that which 
offhables a Man to turn to God if he will. 
aj$0,” this muſt be. it they Pray for : Lord, 
- Wive: .me ſuch Grace, that I may Love 
ofthee if I will, that I may Fear thee if I 
Wt, * that, T may Obey thee if I pleaſe. This 
Wrace leaves, and muſt leave the Will in- 
viifferent, to chooſe or refuſe, to att or 
ot to aft, at its Pleaſure : For ſo far the 
! ord may by his Grace proceed with the 
ill, but. no farther, without intrenching 
(Þh its Liberty : So that it is this which they 
thePray for; Lord, give me ſuch Grace, as 
1yC | | will 
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will leave me Indifferent, either to Lon 
or Hate thee ; either ro Turn or not ©. 
Turn unto thee ; to Obey or Rebell againl 
thee ; either to Believe in Chriſt, or to I, 
an Unbeliever : This muſt be the Impaiff 
of their Prayers for Grace, if they i 
conliſtent with their Principles : But 
they will Pray with the ſenſe of Ch. 
ſtians or ſober Men, they. muſt renount 
their DoGtrine of Free-will. 

Further, They muſt not Pray for othe 
more than themſelves: Not for Eng, - 
mies, that God would eftectually .Tuj,.: 
their Hearts, that they may not Oppre.c; 
Perſecute, Obſtrut the Goſpel, Opp, 
Chriſts Intereſt. They. muſt not Pray if, 
Children, Friends, Strangers ; that , Gal 
would effeQtually Turn them to himſdi, 
that he would Create in them new Hear. 
or Inſpire their Wills with gracious Pri 
ciples ; that he wonld conquer their nh, 
bellious Wills, or not leave them in a | 
pacity to reſiſt him, or reje& the :Spu 
of Grace. They muſt not Pray for theq 
ſelves or others, that God will/give the 
any Grace, but what will leave it at tif 
choice and arbitrement - of their owſ, 
Wills ( when there is no good Qualith 


in them) as well to reſift as not to thin 
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«08 Grace, before Converſion ; as well to 

 Vipel as to retain ir, after Converſion. 

y Prayer is ſuch an acknowledgment of 

? Tod, fo effential to all Religion, that with- 

r"Yut it there can be no Religion, either 

Thriſtian or Natural ; therefore ſo far as 
his DoCtrine makes it unneceſſary or un- 
aſonable to Pray, ſo far it tends to ex- 

T'pate all Retigion. 

(12.) It is mconſiſtent with that Thank- 
J#/ne/s and Graritude which {ſhould make 
Sp the Life of a Chriſtian ; with thoſe 

"Fraiſes, whereby God is gloritied in a 
Wecial- manner, and which muſt be the 
Sployment' of Eternity. It is the moſt 
Sngrateful DoQtrine that ever any under 
The Name of Chriſtians entertained : For 
"Fereby, he that is in the ſtate of Grace, 
Yas no more Cauſe on that account to 
Sc thankful to God, than he that is in 
he ſtate of Sin and Damnation : For he 
'Þ not obliged to be thankful for more 
Tan he has received ; and the beſt Saint, 
ſuch, has received no more from God, 
es no more to his Grace, than he tha 
ontinues the worſt of Sinners. Th 
"Fe is in a happier Condition, is from 
mſelf, and the good .uſe of his Free- 
Spill. Grace was common, afforded =_ 
| a 
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and others indifferently ; it was his oy 
Free-will that made the difference, ſo - fc 
as there 15 any. Nay, a Saint in Glo 
will, by their Doctrine, have no ma 
.reaſon to be Prailing God, or Admirinf 
Chriſt, than one in Hell : But of ih 
hereafter. |, | 
The recovery of Man out of the 

of Sin and Milery, into which he is fi 
en, either by Adams Tranſgreſſion, or | 
own Wickedneſs; is more to be. aſcribed 
himſelf, than unto God ; and ſo he ow 
more thanks to himſcelt for it,, than to Gaff 
He does more to Convert, to Quicken, 
Sanctifie, to Eftabliih, to Save himfelt, rhifpp* 
God does by his Grace ; and fo he has md 
Teaſon to thank himſelf for all. The La 
does very little, in compariſon of wh 
Man does in theſe great Concerns ; at 
that litcle which God does, would co 
ro nothing at all, if Man himſelf. did ſo 
give 1t efficacy, and make ſomething 
1t : So that there 1s left very little grou 
or occaſion of giving Praiſe and Glory. 
God, where, if for any thing, the hid 
eft Praiſe and Glory 1s eternally due F 
him, and where above all he 'deſignt 
the greateſt Praiſe and Glory to himiſalſ{ 
There ſeems much more occaſion to aſcri 
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he Praiſe and Glory of Mans Salvation, 
both on Earih and in Heaven, unto Man 

uimſelf : Not unto thee, O Lord, muſt 

they ſay, not unto thee, bur unto our 
iriflves be the Praiſe, or at lealt more unto 
Jour ſelves than unto thee. View this 
JDoctrine well, and compare it with the 
gDoQrrine and Deſign of the Goſpel, and 

ou will find them juſt as agreeable as 
ight and Darkneſs. 

(13.) It rempts men ſtronzly to pegleit 
$604 and their Sozls, to live in any Wic- 
Mkedneſs their Inclination leads them ro, 
1,$Þ0d not to break off a Courſe of Sin by 

Ipeedy Repentance : For their pretended 
Mufictent Grace is univerſal, and denied 
Mo none ; that brings Repentance to eve- 
&7 Mans power and choice, he has Grace 
enough to repent if he will. And fince 
onfit 15 in his own Power, he may take his 

gown time for it, and need not fear to fa- 
isHe himſelf with the Pleaſures or Ad- 

Wvantages of Sin. | | 
& What is to be feared, to reſtrain them 
;olfibere from the Practice of Ungodlineſs and 

Uorighteouſnefs ? unleſs they will ſay, that 

common Grace being abuſed be wxh- 
fadrawn, and the Sinner by K. Judgment 
:riof God given up to Obduration. Here 

| | would, 
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would be ſome danger indeed, if that Ob ,, 
duration did irreſiſtably determine the Sin }, 
ners Will to ſuch Wickedneſs : But thereſj .,; 
is no fear of that ; for, by their Princi- 
ples the Will cannot be ſo determinec 
either to good or evil; it is inconſiſten 
with that Liberty which is eſſential to it, 
and which it cannot want while it is a 
Will. Therefore no light can be with. 
drawn, no hardneſs can be contracted; 
but the Will muſt ſtill be at liberty, 'to 
turn to God or not to turn, to repent 
not to repent, at pleaſure. They have {e 
curity, from their Principles, to go on u 
their evil ways, *till they be 1n danger tc 
| live no longer ; and then it is not a perf} 0} 
adventure, if God will give them Repentf þ; 
ance ; they have enough for that in theuſſ 
own Power, and may repent and. turn tof 4c 
God when they lift. Accordingly, one 0 
the prime Aſlerters of this Doctrine, be 
ing admoniſhed of his Debauches, mad 
this return; I am a Child of the Devil to 
day, but I have Free-will, and to morro 

I will make my ſelf a Child of God. 
_ (14.) It deſtroys Juſtification of the Go 
ſpel, all Juſtification of Sinners, which th 
Goſpel gives notice of : It will have us Ju 
ſtified, not by the Righteouſneſs of Chrift 
| ord: 
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or of God, but our own Righteouſnetls ; 
by our own Righteouſneſs, in the fulleit 
and grofleſt . ſenſe ; by a Righteoulinets 
which is in our ſelves, and of our ielves, 
and by our fclves : By our own acts or 
works, not Performed by the help of an 
ſpecial Grace, but by the Power ot Eradl 
will. 

Their Juſtification 1s thus ſtated : The 
act of Faith ( or 1: rr Obedience, or 
inherent Holineſs ) though it be inper- 
ke, yet is accepted of God inſtead of a 
le perfect Righteouſnels ; and fo by it we 
Wy are Juſtitied, as if it were a perfect Ne 
Uh teoulneſs. Now thoſe. afts of Faith, © 
Obedience, or whatever they call it, w Nich 
they will have to bz the Righteoulnef: by 
which we are Juſtified, is not of Grace 
neither : It is: not the Gift of God, he 
never purpoſed or. promiſed to give. ir un- 
to any : It is not the Purchaſe of Chiiſt, 
he never mericed ic for any. Ic 15. not 
the Work of, the Spixit of Grace, he does 
no more towards It, in thoſe that have 
It, than in thoſe that never have it. 

04 .. So that, the Rightcouineſs whereby they 
bel are Jultihed, is lo far from being . that 
uf which Chriſt performed, that he 'did not 
ſt, ſo much as Merig it ;' ſo far from bing 
on. G the 
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the Righteouſneſs of God, that he does f| pe 
not give it ; fo far from being the Iſſue uc 
of Gods Free Grace, that it is the Pro-f| it 
duct of aur Free-will. How Sinners arc eai 
Juſtified, the Apoſtle declares in the Text, þ-lm 
and Tzt. 3.7. and Rom. 3. 34. But by thisÞ ob 
Dottrine, we are fo far from being Juſti-ÞLo 
tied freely by his Grace, through the Re-Flin 
demption that is in Chriſt. Jeſus, that wefſab! 
are Juſtitied without the Redemption tht the 
is in Chriſt Jeſus ; not freely, not by histha 
Grace, but by acts of our own Free-will, tho 
palling for a perfea Righteouſneſs ; wheaſanc 
they are no ſuch thing, nor can upon anyſnot 
ground be ſo accounted. Wa: 
(15.) It tends to deſtroy the Covenant offi, 1 
Grace; to make it a Covenant withoutcou 
Grace, I had almoſt ſaid an ungraciousAd- 
Compact ; ſuch, wherein the Lord ſhewsnon 
himſelf leſs gracious to Men, than if they B 
had been left under the Covenant offjalte 
Works ; and under which, they are moreſſces 
liable to Sin and Damnation, than if itſofte: 
had never been made : Which thus apsSin | 
pears. - Jpabl 
The Covenant of Works required per-ſtore 
fect Obedience ; and Man, being createdſbefo 
after the Image of God, with Holineſs andfvens 
Righteouſneſs, was able to perform thatwor! 
| perfect 
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5 | pertect Obedience which was the Condi- 
e | yon of that Covenant ; but tranſgrefſing 
> fit by that firſt act of Diſobedience, in - 
eeating the forbidden Fruir, he lolt the 
t, [mage of God, wherein his ſtrength tor 
is} obſerving rhe Covenant conlitted : The 
i-f Lord, they fay, deprived him of rhat Ho- 
>. flineſs and Righteouſneſs, and thereby of 
ability ro pexform the Condition. Now 
it flthey ſay,.a Man cannot {in in not doing 
isthat which he is not able to perform, 
Il, Jthough he” be diſabled by his own taulr ; 
:ojand fo in this ftate of diſability, he was . 
1aot capable of finning, and conſequently 
was not liable to Condemnation. 
of. 1t things had continued 1n this i{tate, none 
utfcould have been Damned for attual Sin, bur 
us 4dam only ; *and they lay, for Originai Sin 
ysgnone are Damned. 
ey Bur the Covenant of Grace made a ſad 
offjalteration in Mans itate and circumitan- 
refices ; for therein, ſufficienr Grace being 
itfoftered ro all, whereby they may avoid 
p4JSin if they will ; they Hereupon bccome ca- 
fpable of finning, as they were not be- 
2r-tore ; and ia danger of Damnation, when 
edbefore they were fate. So that their Co- 
ndIvenant of Grace makes Mans Condition 
atdworſe than it was, inſtead of relieving 
ol G 2 hits, 
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him, ſo far is it from being truly graci- 
-Ous ; even the ſuppoſed Grace of it, brings. 
him more within the compaſs of Sin andp, 
Damnation than he was without it. 
(16.) It Caſhiers the Spirit of Grace, and 
all tis ſpecial Offices and Operations. Tf, 
paſs by thoſe who aſcribe nothing at alſſp 
/ ro the Spirit; thoſe who attribute mo 
to it, fo far as I can diſcern, will have 
us beholding to him for nothing at all, 
but common Light, ſuch as the Childre Q 
of Darkneſs have ; and ſo weak and pou. 
enlcſs, that the Will needs not follow if, 
'1s not determined, nor effeCtually moveg},. 
or inclined by it. The Spirit of Grad, 
( with them ) has no immediate Influenqq, 
upon the Will or AfﬀeCtions ; and thi 
iS all -coo which the Mind has from t 
Spirit, it moves neither Will nor AﬀeQſq, 
ons, but remotely, but by vertne of thi, 
Light : So that the Spirit of Grace dog. 
nothing in the - whole Soul, Mind, Wik, 
or Afﬀections, but. what this light amoung;, 
to. No more is needful, either for thih;- 
tirſt riſe of Holineſs, or for the incredſa11 
and growth, or the ſtrengthening and colf,,,, 
tinuance of 1t. | ; 6 
Ar firſt, the Will, by no other hel, 
than that of Moral Grace, (- which pt 
TEN 
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——>[tends to no inward Operation of the Spi- 
actyiit, but only this common Illumination ; 
ef for the Propoſal is by the Word with- 
al out, and, the inforcing of Motives and 
Arguments, is by the Miniſtry -of Man, ) 
and Jtermines it ſelf to turn to God ; and 
To, without more adoe, is Converted and 
; al Regenerated, There 1s the rife of Holi- 
neſs; afterwards by determining it ſelf 
again and again, it acquires a habit, and 
that is a free- and permanent 
Quality : That the Will exer- ""_— "I 


o 


all 


. 


2OVIcites, increaſes, ſtrengthens and 


V Hconfirms Holineſs, as it began it, by de- 
OVatermining it ſelf : It has Power to do 
TTFthis in and of it ſelf, and nothing elſe 
enFdoes, or can do it. The Spirit, neither 
uy this Light, nor by any other gracious 
| tifInfluence, does, or can determine it : Nor 
eOfoes the Will need any thing for the 
 ilFexerciſe of its Power, but only Light to 
dFnake a ſufficient diſcovery of the Duty 
Wikr Obje&t propounded. Thus all the Mo- 
Uuttions, Operations, Aſſiſtances, of the Spi- 
UFrit of Grace, are confined to this Light : 
reaJAll its healing, ſtrengthening, quickening 
cM:nd ' eſtabliſhing Vertue, amounts to no 
more than this : The Soul neither has, 
haAlor needs any ſpiritual Life, Health, 
| G 3 Strength, 
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Strength, or Motion, either tirlt or laſt 1 
but what this does efte&t ; and yet it ef-Þ | 
fets no ſuch thing in tar the maſt that 
have it : For tholc have it, no leſs thanf 
others, who are, in the ſtyle of Scripture} 
not only in the dark, but Darknefs. And 
if ir have any more eitect upon others 
than ic has upon the Children of dark 
neſs, yet this efficacy it mult have from 
Free-will ; not of it ſelf, nor of the Spt 
rit, ( whom they call its Author, ) other. 
wiſe it would be equally eftectual in al, 
ace all have it equally, and the Spirit is 
195 ſuppoſed to give 1t equally to all. An 
Wil - if the Spirit of Chriſt give it not it 
iN Hl Efficacy and Vertue, but it owes this on 
ly to Free-will ; it is of no worth as i 
proceeds from the Spirit, of no more va 
Jue than a fruitleſs and ineffteCtual thing]. 
of no Verrue, and ſo of no value, butf- 
what it derives from Mans. Will. 

Now what Honour 1s it to the Spiri 
of Chriſt, to aſcribe to him a fruitleſs 
a worthleſs thing ? They ſcem to honou 
the Spirit as much, who will borrow nc 
light at all from him ; but count the light 
of Realon, with the help of the writte 
Word, ſuficient : And what great diff 
rence 15 there berwixt them who aſcribq 
nothing 
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of Free-Grace, 87 


nothing at all to the Spirit, and thoſe 
that aſcribe to him that which is nothing 
worth ? That which is fruitleſs and in- 
efteCtual, of no Vertue, of no Value, but 
but what it owes to Mans Wipll, may as 
well be aſcribed to humane Reaſon, as 
the divine Spirit. | 

(17.) It tends to aeftroy the Mediation 
of Chrift : That liberty, which they make 
eſſential to Mans Will, makes Chriſt un- 
capable of being the Mediator between 
God and Man, and ſo tends to ruine all 


the concerns of God and Man in Chriſts 
Mediation. 
was undeclinably fixed upon that which 


For, either the Will of Chriſt 


is Good and Holy, ſo that it could not 
to Diſobedicnce and Wickedneſs : And if 
ſo, it had not that indifterency to good 


_ and evil, in which they place the liberty 
.. of Mans Will, and count it eſſential there- 
ro, ſo that it cannot be a humane Will 


without it ; and then Chriſt, wanting that 
which 1s eſſential ro humane Nature, wes 
not indeed a Man, nor did aſſume our 
Nature ; conſequently could not be the 
Mediator between God and Man, being 
not the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 

Or, if his Will was not undeclmably 
tixed on that which was good, but left 
G 4 1 
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in a ſtate of. inditterency to, tha or the. 
contrary ; ſo that he might have obſcrv- 
ed his Fathers Will, or $ot oblerved it; 
might have loved. him, or not loved him; 
might havgg tulblled all r:ightcouſneſs, or 
not fulfilled it : And it . he might have 
ſinned, or not ſinned, then he was not 
God ; for he that is God cannot in. 

So that as they ſtate the freedom of 
Mans Will, either he was not Man, or 
he was not God ; and either way he 
could not be Mediator, who muſt be both. 
Thus all the advantages Sinners have by 
this Mediation periſh; and all the Glory 
the Lord deſigned to himſelf thereby, 1s 
' blaſted by the extravagant DoQtrine of 
Free-w1ll, | 

(18.) It defaces Reaemption by Chriſt, and 
leaves little or no place, or no neceſiity, 
either of Satisfaction or Merit, in his Obe- 
dience and Sufterings. | 

1. He did not arit Faith, or Regent 
ration, or Holineſs, or Perſeverance, for all, 
or for any particular Perſons. They de- 
clare expreſly, that it is fooliſhly ſaid, that 
Chriſt procured Faith or Regeneration for 
any : Their Principles ingage them to 
maintain this; for if he merited theſe for 
any, it would have been” neceſſary my 

; | encte 
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theſe 1hould have. been wrought in ſome 
of the Redeemed ; 1t would have been ne- 
ceſlary, that ſome or other of them {ſhould 
be Believers, regenerate and ſanctifed, and 
ſtedtaſt unto the end ; but all ſuch ne- 
ceſlity they deny, as inconfiſtent with that 
freedom of Mans Will which they con- 
tend for. It muſt not be under any ne- 
celiity, either from the Decree of God 
or the Purchaſe of Chrift : Faith, Repen- 
tance, Sanctification, Perſeverance, muſt 
be meer Contingencies, in reſpect of thoſe 
former Caules ; or elſe they could not be 
free Acts in reſpe& of the Will, their 
next Cauſe. Chriſt, by his Death and 
Merit, muſt not be the Author or Cauſe 
of theſe, though there be no Pardon or 
Life without them ; ſo. much muſt not 
be aſcribed to his Merits, ' leſt too little be 
left to Free-will. 

2. Upon the ſame Account, - Chrift did 
not Merit Pardon or Salvation for any one 
certainly ; and ſo his Death makes nei- 
ther the Means nor the End certain. Af- 
ter he had done and ſuffered ſo much, 
been obedient unto Death, .made his Soul 
an Offering for Sin, and obtained Eternal 
Redemption by his Blood ; yet there was 


no Neceflity that any one Sinner ſhould 
| have 
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have Pardon and Life ; no Certainty, that 
any one would be Pardoned and Saved : 
Chritt left this altogether uncertain, and 
nor to be determined but by Mans Free: 
will. After Chriſt had finiſhed the Work 
of Redemption, as all might have been 
Saved, ſo all might have been Damned; 
There was no Value, Efficacy, Merit or 
SatisfaCtion, in Chriſtsg Death or Obedi- 
ence, to make more ſure Work : It was 
left at uncertainty, as it were at hap 
hazard, whether Salvation or Damnation 
ſhould carry it ; and Free-wilt alone mult 
| have the honour to determine 
Gr:i:ov. i it, Chriſt, they ſay, procured 
% 12 by his Death a Power to de- 

ſtroy Unbelievers : So that he 
no. more Purchaſed Salvation than Dam- 
nation ; he 1s, by Vertue of his Death 
and Obedience, no more a Redeemer than 
a Deſtroyer of Mankind : Whether he 
ſhould prove a Saviour of any, or a De- 
itroyer of all, is left to the arbitrement 
of Free-will. There was, they ſay, 
no other Neceſſity, nor Advantage, 
nor Value, in the Death of Chrift, but 
what might have been perfeQaly falved, 
though all the Redeemed had Periſhed 
Eternally. | 
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They declare] for an Univerſal Redemp- 
tio, and that equally extended to all and 
every one, and|ſo would ſeem to magni- 
te 1t more than others : Yet indeed it is 
no orher Redemption of all, but ſuch as 
is very well conſiſtent with the Damana- 
tion or all and every one. Chriſt loved 
them all, and| waſhed them from their 
Sins in his own Blood; yet for all that, 
every one of them might have been Damn- 
ed. Though they ſay, he Died and ſhed 
his Blood tor the whole World ; yet there's 
no Value, Efficacy or Merit, in the Death 
of Chrilt, in the Blood of God, to ſecure 
Pardon and Salvation, or any ſaving Ad- 
vantage, to any one Perſon in the World. 
All might have Periſhed, for any thing 
he had cftected by the Work of Redemp- 


| tion ; and all had Periſhed certainly, if 


he had procured no more for them, , than 
the Doctrine | of Free-will can admit of ; 
not one of them can ever come to Hea- 
ven, it Chrilt did not procure more for 
them, and more effeRually, than their Do- 
ctrine* will ſuffer them to acknowledge, or 


\ give him any thanks for. 


3. It he did not purchaſe Pardon and 
Life certainly for any, nor Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, or other ſuch neceſſary requilites 

| there- 


| 
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he Procured, they fay, a Covenant or 
Promiſe, that all ſhould have Pardon and 
Life, if they would Believe and Obey 
him, 

But if, antecedently to Chrilts under- 
taking, the Lord had declared his willing- 
neſs to fave ſuch as Believe and Obey, 
there was no need of ſuch a Promile ; 
and ſo Chriſt procured a needlefs thing, 
or nothing. 

Or, if he did not purchaſe the Conditt- 
ons of this Covenant, ( viz. Grace to Be- 
lieve and Obey ) unleſs it was in the Pow- 
er of their own Wills, without Chriſt, 
to Perform the Conditions ; ſtill he Pro- 
cured for them as good as nothing. 

But if it were otherwiſe, yet thoſe who 
would have us to aſcribe to the Death and 
Obedience of Chrift nothing but this, 
would not have us Obliged to aſcribe to 
it either SatisfaQtion or Merit.. No Satts- 
iaction, unleſs it be to his Fathers Will, 
not to his Juſtice 1g this ſenſe. The Obe- 
dience and Death of Chriſt was ſo fully 


fatisfying, ſo very acceptable to his Fa- 


thers Will, he was ſo well pleaſed with 
It, that hereupon he entred into this Co- 


venant. There was no need of other Sa- 
| tisfaction 


thereto, what then did he Precure ? Why, | 


Ll 
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tisfaction than this ; it was enough, it he 
did Merit it ; ſufficient, if his Righreoul- 
neſs did deſerve ſuch a Promiſe for us. 
Nay, there was no need of Merit : For, 
as the Lord was ſo well pleaſed with Abra- 
haws Faith and Obedience, as for his ſake 
he vouchſafed his Poſterity many Favours, 
though the Patriarch did not merit fo 
much ; ſo the Lord might be ſo well 
pleaſed with the Obedience and Sufferings 
of Clift, as for his ſake to make ſach 
a Promiſe, without any Merit obliging him 
to it. Thus way is made, to {trip Re- 


demption both of Satisfaction and Merit, 


without which it is, it can be no Re- 
demption indeed ; the Name may be re- 
tained, but the Thing denyed ; all neceſſi- 
ty of it, and all advantage by it too, bur 
what 1s left to the arvitremens/of Free- 
will. 

(19.) It 1s 7nconfijtent with the Perfed7:- 
ons and Attributes of God; with his Mer- 
cy, Power, Wiſdom, Truth and Faith- 
fulneſs, with his Soveraignty and Govern- 
ment of the World, and other Divine 
Excellencies. But, that I may not ſtay 
too long on this Subject, ler me inſiſt on- 
ly on theſe mentioned. 

1, It Defaces the Mercy of God, and 

makes 
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makes it in effeft no Mercy. They pre- 
tend indeed to repreſent God under ſuch 
a Notion as will indear him, and render 
him lovely to the World, upon the ac- 
count of his Mercy and Goodneſs, the Ex: 
tenſiveneſs and Univerſality ; but when 
their Pretenſions are ſtrictly and imparii- 
ally examined, they prove quite of ano- 
ther tendency : That Mercy which they 
aſcribe to God, is without an Ohject, or 
without Effect, or without Grace ; a Mer- 
cy which is not an Honour to him, nor 
an Indearment of him to others. 
1. It is a Mercy without an Object ; a 
Mercy not for any certain Perſon, but for 
aalities, which are no Objects of Mer- 
ey : A Mercy for ſome, when it appears 
not who they are, or whether there wall 
be any ſuch. A Mercy for no Body, 
which pretends to be "4 all and every 
one, when it is not for any one. This 1s 
their antecedent Mercy, whereby they pre- 
tend that he loves all that Believe and Obey, 
before he knows who they are, and 1s 
uncertain whether ever any ſuch will be. 
Ir ſpeaks a reſpect to thoſe Qualities, but 
no Love or good Will for any particular 
Perſon. | 
2, It is a Mercy without Effect ; They 
| aſcribe 
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vation ; when they diſcern it can be no 
other than a meer Velleity, an incomplear 
Intention, a weak inefteCtual Defire, a 
faint and fruitleſs Wiſhing of ſuch gene- 
ral Happineſs, when he knows ic will 
never be effeted, and is reſolved not to 
take the courſe ro effect it. This is fuch 
a Mercy, as juſtles out and clajhes with 
his other PerfeCtions, and is inconſiſtent with 
his Knowledge, Power, Sincerity,  Wit- 
don, Bleſſedneſs, and Mercy it ſelf in the 
true Notion of it. 

With his Knowledge ; for who will 
deſire and defign that, which he knows 
will never be effected 2 With his Power ; 
for who will not effet thar, which he 
really intends and deſigns, if he be able ? 
With his Sincerity ; for what Ingenuous 
Perſon will pretend to delire and delign 
that which he never means to bring a- 
bout ? With his Wiidom ; for who will 
Propoſe to himſelf an End, and never in- 
tend the Means, which are proper, and 
alone ſufficient to obtain it ? With his 
Bleſſedneſs ; for to fall ſhowy continually 
of what one deſires and intends, is . a 
Unhappineſs : With the Nature of Divine 
Mercy and Goodneſs for that is not real 
| good- 
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goodneſs, which does no good, or not the 


g00d it makes ſhew of. That is not fa- 
ving Mercy indeed, which leaves the Ob- 
jects of it miſerable, when it can relieve 
them ; that wiſhes them well, but. lers 
them periih eternally. But that which 
they aſcribe to God, is ſuch a Mercy, as 
can well digeſt the everlaſting Miſery of 
all Mankind : Such a Love, ſuch a Good- 


neſs, as could be ſatisfied, if not one Per-| 


ſon in the World ſhould be Saved. 
They decry the Doctrine of their Op- 
polers, as that which fraitens the DMMerey 
of God, and confines it zo 4 few ; whereas 
indeed 1t makes Salvation ſure to very 
many. But by their Principles, for any 
Metcy there 1s in God, all Men may be 
Damned ; nay, which is more, no Man 
can be Saved. By all the Mercy they 
alcribe to God, no Man can eſcape Dam- 
.nation ; all being left to the arbitrement 
and indifterency. of Mans corrupt and, de: 
generate Will ; which, without other cy 
than Mercy 1n their way provides, wi 
certainly ruine them Eternally. Mercy, they 
ſay, will Save all that Believe, and noneelſe: 
But this Mercy intends not to work fa- 
ving Faith in any ; there is no Decree 
for thar, it muſt be left ro Mans Will ;. and 


/ 
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if that be not better to him herein than 
the Mercy of God, he muſt unavoidably 
periſh. All muſt be Damned, unleſs Free- 
will help them by its own Power, with- 
out any effetual Aſſiſtance that Mercy 
prepared for them from Eternity. 

3. It is a Mercy without Grace : A Mer- 


cy which is not free and gracious, which 


will not expreſs jt ſelf to any, but ſuch 


as are Worthy, ſuch as have ſome Mens, 


or ſome Motive to Oblige him to be mer 
ciful. And being a Mercy that is not free 
and gracious, whatever Mercy of this Na+ 


ture they aſcribe to him, we can never 


be ſaved by Grace. 

Nay, fince it is not Grace, it is not 
Mercy indeed ; no Mercy that the Lord 
will own, or Sinners can have any advan- 
tage by : It is AﬀeCtion of their own, 
not that Divine Excellency which he 
glories in, and glorifies upon loſt Sin- 
ners : For that which ſaves Sinners is free 
Mercy, and free Mercy 1s nothing but 
Grace. So that it we be ſaved without 
Grace, we are ſaved without Mercy too, 
that which .is fo indeed ; and+if they have 
no Salvation for Sinners, but that which 
is without Grace and free Mercy; they 


leaye them. none at all. 
| | H That 
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Thar they admit of no free Mercy, no Jve 
Grace in God for Sinners, appears, inſth 
that they make his firſt Purpoſe of Love by 
( the Decree, which comprizes all the 
Mercy he had from Eternity for particu-JTl 
lar Perſons ) to have its rife frem Faith orſth 
Works foreſeen. He foreſees, that whenſye 
it is left. to the Free-will, to the choiceſw: 
of all ; theſe will of themſelves, withoutſto 
—_ determining Power, Believe andjpe 

ove. him ; others will not ; and thereforeJhu 
he will Love, and purpoſes to Save theſe, thi 
and not others : And ſo he loves themf{&o 
not freely, but becauſe they Oblige him :fex: 
He Loves rhem, 7z. e. He Purpoſes to Saveſ 
them, becauſe they Love him firſt, Thusſan 
that which God foreſees in Man, is thefof 
Condition of the Mercy and Favour hefw!l 
intends; and ſuch a Condition, as is in«{we 
deed the Cauſe, the Motive, and in thefan 
ancient ſenſe of the Word, the Merit ofÞW 
his Favour and Mercy : And fo they leaveſBe 
[No free Mercy in God for Sinners ; andfSa! 
Sinners being capable of no Mercy at all;jthe 
but what 1s free, they leave in him nofno 
Mercy at all for them. This is, in thefwt 
Apoſtles ſenſe, Gal. 5. 4. to fall from Grace,for 
to deny, to renounce all Grace, all free}rer 
Mercy of God which the Goſpel diſco-{plz 
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vers. The Doctrine of Free-will obiiges 
hem to diſclaim all the Mercy of God, 
by which: any Sinner can be ſaved. 
2, This deſtroys the Preſciemce of God: . 
Though they be concerned r@ maintain 
orifthis, as well as we, and pretend to do it ; 
enfyet their Dottrine is utterly inconliſtent 
icewith it, and makes it impoflible for him 
Qutfto foreknow certainly any thing that de- 
ndfpends upon Mans Will : And {ſo bereaves 
orehim of the certain foreknowledge of thoſe 
ſe, things, which are of greateit moment and 
emfconſcquence, both to God and Man. For 
n :Jexample. | — 
vel He cannot certainly foreſee, whether 
1s}any will have the Goſpel ; the Preaching 
thefſof it depends on Mans Wil. And fo, 
hefwhether any will uſe the Light of Nature 
in-I|well ; whether any will have moral Grace, 
rhejany rational Advice or Excitement by the 
of, Word : Nor whether any will Repent and 
velBelieve, whether any will be Juſtifed or 
ndSanctified, whether any will Perſevere to 
1ll;Ithe end, wan any one will be Sayed, 
y would be Redeemed ; 


or any thing elſe, to which the concur- 
reefrence of Mans Will is. neceſſary. This is 
o-fplain, becauſe by their Prinejples, the war 
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of Man is always indifferent to a& or nothhe 
to at ; and ſo before, and until it aQ,|fa 
it cannot but be uncertain whether it 
will a&t or not: ( Nothing can make it[{/ 
certain, no Decree, no A& of God, with:[Ce 
out deſtroying its; hiberty ; ) And being un ; 
certain, it cannot be certainly foreknown. Fa; 
All that ever I could hear in Anſwerfgir 
to this, was only, - that Gods Knowledeeſlt 
1s Infinite : And though we cannot comtfth: 
prehend, how that which is uncertain catiſthe 
be certainly known ; yet an Infinite UnJex« 
derſtanding can reach it, and have thqyt 
certain Knowledge of that which is Unqno 
Certain. * Jthc 
But this makes it more evidently im{mi 
poſiible : For the more perfe&t any Knowjs 
ledge 1s, the farther it is from Error andjwj 
Miſtake. So Infinite Knowledge muſt be18 
fartheſt of all from erring ; but to know} 
that as certain, which 15 not certain, ef 
not to Know, but to Err ; not to appre{the 
hend things as they are, but to miſtakeſthe 
and miſapprehend them, «@ have falſe andſey 
erroneous apprehenſions of them. As the[A( 
ſtate the. Freedom of the Will, God cafſm: 
have no cextain foreknowledge of thoſthe 
things, without falſe and erroneous Confis 
Cceptions thereof. They leave him _ IPr 
| | ory 
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nothhere but Conjectures, or nothing but Mi- 
act, Ifakes and Error. | 

tt} 3, It Impeaches the Truth gud Faith- 
2 Uhfs/re/s of God ; overthrows the Truth and 
ith:ICertainty of his Word, in all the parts of 
unit; leaves no certainty of his Truth and 
n. -Faithfulneſs in Prophecies, Promiſes, Threat- 
wetangs, Afertions, contained in Scripture. 
deefit cannot be certain, by their Principles, 
Mfthat the Prophecies will be accompliſhed, 
catſthe Promiſes fulfilled, or the Threatnings 
Unfexecuted ; and fo it muſt be uncertain, 
thqwhether they are true. or falſe : There is 
Unſno certainty that they will prove true, 
- they may as well prove falſe. The ſame 
imJmuſt be ſaid of many Aſſertions too ; there 
Owiis no Neceſlity, no Certainty, that they 
andvill prove true, v. g. Car. 1. 4. Fer. 3r. 

118. Lam. 5. 21. | 

108] By this Doctrine, there can be no Ne- 
, Wieeſſity, that they will turn, whatever Courle 
prefthe Lord take to turn them ; or that 
attgthey will run after him, what Courſe 1o- 
andſever he take to draw them : And ſo thoſe 
hejAfertions are not Neceffarily true, but 
calſmay prove fallez and ſo may thoſe, and 
1lgthe like to thoſe, P/al. 119. 33, 34. This 
onffis manifeſt alſo in thoſe Predictions and 
inflPromiſes, where the Concurrence of Mans 
31 H 3 Will 
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Will is requiſite : For as they ſtate its 
Freedom, there can be no Certazzty, which. 

' way it wyll incline and determine it elf, 
whether with the Word, and according 
to the tenor of the 'Prediction, or againſt 
ic. Nor will they allow, that God can 
make ſure of it, or take any Courſe that 
will ſo determine it, that the accompliſh- 
ment of his Word ſhall not be defeated. 
For when he has done what he can to 
incline it that way which his Word re- 
quires, that it may prove true; yet It 15, 
and mult be left free to 1ncline the other 
way, and make his Word prove :alſef 1 
Ler us clear this by ſome inſtances, inf 3 
each of thoſe parts of the Word, wheref| © 
in the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God if 
( if any where ) eminently concerned 't 
There is an ancient Prophecy, of the Call] 
ins of the Gentiles, Gen. 9. 27. God ſhalſ © 
perſmade Taphet, 1. e. the Gentiles whdq| 1 
deſcended trom him, and they {hall joys 
themſelves to the People of God. Now by 
the Doctrine of Free-will, the Lord is td 
do nothing that can make it certain, that 
Japher's Poſterity *ſhall comply herewith 
He is only to Propole it to them by thq 
Preaching of the Goſpel, and leave thei 
Wills in an Indifterency, to yield heret 


or 
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or not to yield. So that it muſt be a 


] meer Contingency, whether this Prophe- 


cy would be accompliſhed or no, if ir 
might prove true, ſo it might prove falſe. 
The ſame may be ſaid of thole Expreſſh- 

ons, Joh. 10. 16. Att. 28. 28. Joh. 12.32. 


I The Truth and Faithfulneſs - of God in 


theſe and other Prophecies is evidently 


[11 


.| expoled, paſt all ſecurity their Principles 


can poſſibly give. 
So it is likewiſe in the Promiſes. and 
the Cavenant of Grace, ſtyled Everlaſting ; 


x everlaſting Truth and Faithfulneſs being 


ingaged tor the Performance of it, Jer. 
32. 39, 40. EZek. 36. 26, 27. Every Clauſe 


| of this may prove falſe, and not be ful- 
filled to any one Perſon in the World : 


For, with them, the Lord does nothing 
which will certainly change the Hearts 
of Men, but only offers Arguments to 
move them to renew their own Hearts ; 


{ and ſo leaves it to the arbitrement of 


their own Wills, whether ever the Pro- 


- miſe ſhall take eftect or not. Now, if it 


were poſſible, thar it ſhould prove true, 
that Man ſhould make himſelf a New 


j- Heart ; yet it is more likely that it ſhould 


prove falſe, becauſe Mans corrupt Wall, to 
which it is left, is more inclined to make 
H 4 | it 


104 A Diſcourſe 


it falſe than true. Take-it at the beſt, 
to make the Truth of God in the ever- 
laſting Covenant to depend on Mans WHl, 
ſuppoling it indifterent, is bad enough : 
For if it be indifterent whether God ſhall 
be True or no, it muſt be indifferent whe- 
ther he be God or no. 

Thus it will be, not only as' to the 
Promiſes made to #5, but alſo thoſe which 
are made #6 Chriſt, Ia. 49. 6, 7. & 53. IO. 
& $5. 46. Pal. 2. 8. | & 72. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
Jer. 23.5, 6. Theſe and the like may all 
prove falſe : Mans Will, to which it 1s 
left, may ſo carry it, and this unavoida- 
bly, that not one of them ſhall be made 
good. Nor will they allow the Lord to 
take any courſe with Mans WyYI, or have 
any fuch influence on ir, as will be ſure 
to prevent this, or make it any way cer- 
tain, that his Truth herein ſhall not fail : 
He muſt not determine the Will that 
way which 1s neceſſary to ſecure his Truth 
in performing his Promiſes. Nor. in the 
Threatning neither, Rev. 17. 46, 17, 
Whatever be ſaid of Gods putting it rmto 
their Hearts ; yet they will not have us 
imagine, that the Lord will effeQually de- 
termine their Wills to this; but theſe 
mult be left free and indifferent, either 

; to 
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to Love or Hate the Whore ;. either to 
'do what is foretold, or not to do it ; to 
make it true, or to make it falle. 

Now if theſe parts of the Word of 
God may prove falſe, or if they be not 
certainly true, all the reſt will be ſuſpect- 
ed, the Truth and Certainty of all the 
Scripture is overthrown : It the Truth or 
Faithfulneſs of God may fail us here, where 
can we be ſure of it ? The glory of this 
Divine PerfeCtion 1s uttetly defaced. The 
Truth and Faithfulneſs of God is the ground 
of all Divine Faith. We believe God, 
becauſe hoc infll True, and what he 
ſays cannot prove falſe : But it may prove 
falſe by their Do&rine, and ſo the ground 
of all Chriſtian, of all Divine Faith is 
quite razed, and the Foundation of all 
Religion is hereby undermined, yea quite 
blown up. | 

4. It deſtroys the Government of God, as 
to the greateſt Concerns of the World. 
By thetr Hypotheſis, the Will of Man is 
not, cannot be ruled by him : He muſt 
not touch it immediately ; it is a thing 
ſo Sacred, that a touch, even of Gody 
may violate it. He muſt not Inſpire it 
with any new Quality, nor Move it by 


any real Influence, but only make his Ad- 
dreſſes 


+ 
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dreſſes to it at a diſtance, by propoſing 
an Object, and offering Motives and Ar- 
guments : And if this will not do, (as it 
does not, nor alone ever can do, in the 
Concerns of Salvation, ) he muſt leave it 
to ir felf, to do what it liſt. Now that 
which is left to do as it lift, not Ru- 
led, it 15 not under Government. 

They will have the Lord to treat it as 
an Orator, not as a Soveraign Ruler. The 
Will ( with them ) ſeems to have a So- 
veraignty exempted from the Soveraignty 
of God ; not ſuberdinate to it, if not a- 
bove it ; not ſubjeted to the Soveraign 
Government of God, further than\ to do 
what it liſt. | | 

Hereby God 1s excluded from the Go- 
vernment of the World. Men are go- 
verned by their Wills, that is the Ruling, 
the Commanding Faculty ; therefore if 
the Will be not under his Government, 
Men will not be under it, nor the reſt of 
the World, ſo far as it is governed by 
Men. If he Diſpoſe not of that which 
orders the reſt, what 1s there left at his- 
Diſpoſal ? All the Afﬀairs of the World, 
which depend upon humane Conduct, 
will be governed more by the Will of 
Man, than by the Will, Power, and Pro- 

| | vidence 
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vidence of God : By the Will of Man 
independently, as if - he were God ;- but 
by the Lord of Heaven and Earth only 
Precariouſly, and at *he Pleaſure of Mans 
Will, as if he were a SubjeQ, an Under- 

ling, an inferior Creature. 
5. It denyes the Almighty Power of God, 
will not admit him to be Omnipotent, 
and his Power Infinite : It is not Infinite, 
if it be bounded and limited ; yet Mans 
Will bounds and limits the Divine Power. 
By their Principles, the Lord can no way 
deal with the Will, but ſo that it may 
reſiſt him, and render all his ACtings 
and Operations on it inefteCtual : He can- 
not prevail with it in any thing ſo far, 
but that it may at once ſtand out and 
repell his Motions, render every ' Divine 
Attempt upon it ſucceſleſs: When he has 
done all that can be done by the Power 
of his Grace, the Will may be too hard 
for him ; it muſt be always left to do 
what it liſt. He cannot Save a Man, how 
much ſoever he intends or defires it, un- 
leſs it be the Wills Pleaſure : Nor can he 
take any Courſe to make the Will plea- 
He can neither ſo Change 
the Faculty, nor ſo repreſent the Obje&t, 
but the Will may {till reject it, He can- 
not 
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not work Faith in him,. nor bring him to 
Repentance, nor Create Holineſs in his 
Heart ; nor can he Continue him in a 
ſtate of Holineſs, unleſs it pleaſe the Will 
to ſubmit ; nor can he bring it to ſub- 
mit ſo, but that it may wer þ when all 
15 dene that his Grace can do. He can 
make no particular Decrees concerning 
Man, that are Poſitive and Peremptory, 
becauſe he cannot maſter Mans Will : His 
Purpoſes muſt be Conditional and Reſpe- 
Ctive to Free-willp He cannot make good 
his own Word, not verifie what he Af\- 
ſerts, nor accompliſh his own Prophecies, 
nor perform his Promiſes, if Mans Wall 
ſtand in his way : Nor can he clear his 
way of it in any Method, but what the 
Will'of Man may defeat. He cannot Ac- 
compliſh his Deſires and Intentions, if 
Mans Will refift him, and can never put 
the Will out of a Capacity of reſiſting 
and oppoſing, while it is a Will. It is 
cilential to the Will, to be always able 
to reſiſt ; and i they ſtand not to this, 
they yield all: P/al. x35. 6. No, mult 
they ſay, there are innumerable which 


| God cannot do, unleſs Man pleaſes : Phil. 


3. wit. Chriſt has a Power, whereby he 
ca ſubdue all things, &c, No, mult _ 
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lay, the things wherein he is moſt con- 
cerned of all ather in this World, the 
Wills of Men, he cannot fubdue to him- 
ſelf. Prov. 21. 1. No, muſt they ſay, nei- 
ther the Hearts of Kzngs, nor of any other 
Men, are thus 2» the Lords hands : What- 
ever he does to turn the Current of them, 
they may run in the old Channel, and 
keep their own Courſe for all that : Ir 
is not whitherſoever he will that they 
turn, but whitherſoever they will, they 
run, for all his turning. | 

(20.) It Iadolizes Mans Will, makes it 


In divers reſpeE&s equal with, or above 


him. 

It ſeems to /wbjec# God, and make him 
an Underling to Mans Will ; and-that in 
reſpe&t of his Will, his Word, his Grace, 
his Deſign. Some of theſe are apparent 
by what is already ſaid : Let me only in- 
fiſt on one particular. It makes God de- 
ray on the Will of Man, even for 

is Glory ; where it is moſt intolerable 
for the Majeſty of Heaven? to be depend- 
ant, ang molt. inconſiſtent with his Infi- 
nite Perfeftion and Happineſs. The Lord 
in all the Operations of his Grace, leaves 
the Will indiflerent either to comply or 


þ reſiſt. This lejves it to the Determi- 


nation 
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nation and Arbitrement of Mans Will, 
whether God ſhall have the Glory of 
that, by which he deſigns. to make him- 


ſelf moſt glorious. It muſt be in the 


Power of Mans Will to defeat God there, 
where he intends moſt of all to glorifie 
himſelf; to ſpoil and deface the glory of 
his Grace and Love, where the Riches 
thereof are moſt diſplayed : And this in 
the greateſt and moſt ſignal Inſtances of 
It, and where each Perſon in the God- 
head are moſt eminently concerned. 


Whatever Decree or Purpoſe of Love- 


and Grace the ' Lord had from Eternity, 
to Save loſt Sinners, it mult be at the 
Determination of Mans Will; whether any 
one ſhall be ſaved or freed from Milery, 
After the Work of Redemption finiſhed 
by Chriſt, it muſt be at the Pleaſure of 
Mans Will, whether any one {hall be 


aCtually Redeemed. After the Spirit of | 


Grace has done what' can be done, for 
changing the Hearts, and renewing the 
Natures of Sinners ; yet not one-- them 
—_- be Changed or Sanftified, u...s they 
iſt. | 

So that, unleſs Man will, when he is 
* left indifferent, to will or not tp wall, 


electing Grace, redeeming; Grace, renew- 


ing 
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ing- Grace, ſhall be of no effe&, ſhall ne- 
yer arrive at what it tends to. And if it 
be rendered of none effect, it 1s rendered 


inglorious, it is defeated, defaced, and the 


glory of it turned into ihame. But fo it 
muſt 'be, if Man will ; all the Grace of 
God muſt be in vain, and all the Glory 
of it vanyſh. | 

Thus is God evidently made dependant 
on Mans Will, even for his Glory, that of 
his Grace; and he will as ſoon be ſubs 
jected to the Will of Man in any thing, 
in all things, as the greateſt Concerns of 
his Glory. 

The .Grace of God, where it ſhould ap- 
pear in its greateſt luſtre, and was de- 
ligned for the greateſt Honour of Father, 
Son, and Spirit ; muſt wait as a Hand- 
maid on Mans degenerate Will, and be 
ordered -at its Arbitrement, and ſtand to 


| its Pleaſure, whether it {hall come to 


any thing or nothing ; whether it {hall 
have any Glory or none. 

Let them believe it who can, I can 
never believe that the Doctrine is of God, 
which offers ſuch an intolerable Indignity 
to him : If there were no other Argu- 
ment againſt it, this ſeems enough to 


me. The 
IV. Fourth 
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IV. Fourth Head I propounded, was to 
ive an account of the OzjedFions they 
make, and the Prejudices they have againit 
the DoErine of Grace ; and to ſhew, the 
worſt they can Object againſt it is as 
chargeable- upon /the Dottrine of Free- 
will. So that their imbracing it ſeems 
to proceed from neglet of Impartial 
Conſideration, and ſome want of the Ex- 
erciſe of that Reaſon whieh they To much 
magnifte. That uſes not to be counted 
a rational and conſiderate Invention, which 
ſerves not. the turn for which 1t' was 
deviſed, but runs them into the ſame 
difficulties which they ſeek to avoid. Let 
us ſee briefly in two or three of the chie 
Inſtances, whether this be not the Caſe 
here. 0 
1, They Charge us with 2akizs God 
the Author of Sin: ( Tilewns ſays this was 
the Reaſon that turned him off to the 
Remonſlrants. ) We diſclaim and 'abhorr 
it, and Condemn thoſe who aſlert any 
luch thing. They ſay, it is the Conſe- 
quence of our DoQtrine, which will have 
things ſo ordered by the Decrees and Pro- 
vidence of God, that Sin is thereby un- 
avoidable. We ſay, if God be made the 
Author of Sin on this account, thejr own 
Dottring 
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Dottrine 'is- tobe charged? with making 
him' ſo, by 'as good Confequence.. And 
fo-” they muſt | acknowledge thar they 
wrong us, | or elſe condemn themſelves 


and their own Principles. 


'..That they :are- as: liable ito; this: Charge, 
if:it be juſt; does thus appear. He thar 
puts Men in thoſe Circumſtances, where. 
in he foreſees 'that they - will certainly. ſin, 
orders things ſo, that: Sin becomes. un- 
avoidable. :: But by their Doctrine, . the 
Lord. decrees: ito.place Men, and by «his 
Providence © diſpoſes them in' thoſe. Cir- 
cumitances,. 'wherein he foreſees they: will 
certainly: fin; & .g:  The'' Lord forefaw;, 


| that. if : {dam was. Created fo: and. fo;and 


fet-infuch-Circumſtances, he would >cer- . 
rainly Sin -and> Fall by i©: Yet forcſeeing 
this; the Lord decreed to: Create him 10, 
dnd::difpoſe of him in ſuch! Circumſtances, 


J and attually did: it. He foreſecs, that if 


Peter. be put ini thoſe Circumſtances where- 
in:/he.was-found in the High: Prieſt's Hall, 
he'would' certainly deny his Maſter : But 
he Decreed? thus. to diſpole of him, and 
by: his. Providence attually. did ic. This 
is the plain Import of their Doctrine con- 
cerning a Conditional Foreknowledge . 1a 
God, as wilt-be-evident:.to: any ihat un- 
\DITÞ. [1 derſtand 


wo 
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derfland it. It was an Invention . of the 
_ the laſt Age, to make good their , 
ofrine of Free-will and Moral. Grace, | 
h 


CA 


and to avoid the ſuppoſed Inconvenien-J 
ces of the oppoſite Doctrine ; and is com-, 
monly imbraced by thoſe, who agree withſy 
the Jeſuits in their Opinion , about the f 
Power of the Will :_But..a very impru-J. 

dent and unhappy Device it was, ſince 
it involves them in thofe very Abſurdi-[p 
ties, which it was deviſed .to avoid. _ 
2. They charge our DoQtrine, as meke-| 
ing God unmerciful, becauſe ..he .gives . not of 
to the greateſt part of Mankind, that Grace. 
which is neceſſary ro Salvation : Where; 
as we deny nor that God gives that Gradel,: 
which they count ſufficient ; we grant i & 
ives all that Grace which is neceſfary,, 
- their Doctrine, even to Reprobates; th 
- But we fay, their Do&rine, how :muckſ7 

ſoever it triumphs in advancing and 'ex: 
tending Gods Love to Mankind; yet ith; 
makes him far more unimerciful, in: that. 
it will not have God to. vouchſafe that; 
Grace which is neceſſary or: ſhflicient forj | 
Salvation, ſpecial Grace, -to. any at/! all |, 

Meer ſwalive Grace, which leaves 1t. to: 
the choice of Mans unrenewed Will, whe-ſ,j, 
ther it will tura to God or no, which; 
they]. 
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they ſay. is all that God vouchſafes to 
'Jany, did .never alone, can never - of it 
© elf Save any Man : 'And ſo they will 
i-Jhave,.not only ſome, but all Men to Pe- 
hr rith, for any Grace that God gives them. 
fs Whatever Oftentation. it” makes of 'magni- 
iNfing Divine Mercy, F -y what .Dodtrine 

can be -more unmerciful, than that which 
oY laves all Men to be Damned, unleſs their 
CF Free-wil do ſomething more for them than 
4% the Grace :of God. +, : 

©] 3. They ſay, wei Impeach the Sincerity 
=y of: God, when he by his Word calls fuch 
als: Periſh [to Repentance, that they may 
TICIhe Saved ; and yet: has: Decre2d":nor ro * 
Ace ive them Repentance, but to Damn them : 
Jo $0" thatx..it 1s. certain, (while thoſe Invi- 
arſhtarions-and-Offers are. made in the Word ) 
tes; that. they:-ſhall. nor:Repent and be- Saved. 
uCh This, : rhey ſay, makes the Word and the 
eXIMfiniftry.of ir Deluſive,' and no better than 
& ALSimulation, making ſhaw of that ro Sin- | 
hath ers which-is never intended, and which 
hath; is: impoſſible they. ſhould have: 
for] . The: ground of this Charge, tis a cer- 
all. tainty "that ſuch ſhall never Repent and 
lhe Saved:: But their own Principles make 
be-Ythis no leſs certain : For they ſay, God. 
1c foreſces from . Eternity that ſuch will ne- 
ney} I 5 vet 


rus 
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ver Repeat, and ſo ſhall never be Saved : if 

| And what he foreſces ( his Foreknowledge|, 

being Certain and Infallible ) will as cer}, 

V 
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tainly come to paſs, and is as impoflible 

not to be, as that which he Decrces 
Nay, they ſay, that the Lord, upon hig; 
Foreknowledge that ſuch would not Rc« 
pent, did Decree from Eternity to Dam, 

them, and never Decreed to give then 
Repentance, nor any Grace or Aid that 
would eftettually bring them 'to Repent 
ance ; no, nor any, but what he. certain 
ly foreſaw would be ineffectual. So- that 
bere alſo they muſt either Juſtifie ou! 
Do&trine,- as to this. Charge, or Condemu 

their own. = T5035) 

4+ They ſay, our. DoQtrine makes Gi 

Unjuſt' and Crael,;-in Exatting; that: fror 
Men which they are 'not able'to. do; ani 
Condemning them for not doing tt 

which he gives them not ſtrength to do 
v.57. for requiring Sinners to Believe an 

Turn to God, 2 Condemning: them fo 
nor. complying with him herein ; when h 

v2v- knows they cannot do it of .themſfelve 
 -J and when he gives them no Grace to in 
'-/ "EE power them for it. They: naake larg 
” tal Harangues on this Subject, tending t 
render their Oppoſites odious'; and 
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ved : 
edBtiftrations as make Impreſſion on weak 
cealyMind hich are more apt. to b k 
ible in S, WNIC ap Ee taKen 
= with Words, than to weigh and conſider 
Fr things. Whereas after all, the plain truth 
X Re['9 there is no Dottrine that I know of 
more chargeable with this, than their 
own. For it is very evident in Scripture, 


and in the Nature of the thing, that their 


amn 
hem 
th: 
Ars cient Power to Believe and Turn to God ; 
Hit cannot ſubdue the Corruption of the 
Heart oppoſing this : It pretends not to 
Lcd give any new ſpiritual Principle of Life 
cm or Strength for thefe effeAs; it leaves the 
G Will in its natural Impotency and Cor- 
6 1Jruption, to do as it liſt, And therefore, 
"1 ſince, by their DoQtine, he gives Sinners 
"17 no more Power but this, and yet requires 
them to Believe and Turn to Chriſt, and 
09 Condemns them for not doing it ; he 
c Condemns them for want of that which 
17 he gives not ſufficient Power to do. 
| a any one imagine, who will not 
"1 offer plain Violence to a multitude of Ex- 


1 Swaſion, which does not ſo much as move 
f the Will out of its indifferent Poſture, 
can Quicken thoſe that are dead: in Sins 
I 3 | and 


them off with ſuch Similitudes and Tllu- 


[{\waſive Grace does not give Sinners ſuffi-' 


preſſions in Scripture, that meer Moral 
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and Treſpaſles ? can take away the Heart 
of Stone, and give Hearts of Fleſh ; or 
write his Laws in them ; or make thoſe 
Hearts that are deſperately wicked, ta 
become holy and heavenly ?2 Can form 
new Creatures of the old Man, and make 
old things paſs away, and all things be- 
come new ? Can give Strength and Lite 
to thoſe who can do nothing, are with- 
out Strength and Life ? 

He that cannot believe this, in oppoſi- 

tion to an hundred of ſuch Paſſages in 
the Word of God, muſt believe that their 
Dottrine, concerning Free-will and Moral 
Grace, makes God to Condemn more than 
any, for not doing that which he gives 
them not Power to do. 
5. They ſay, We deſtroy the Liberty of 
the Will, by bringing it under a neceflity 
of inclining ane way, and not leaving it 
indifferent to incline the other, or to 
ſuſpend its Acts, e.g. When God intends 
to Convert a Sinner, and puts forth the 
Power of his Grace for this purpoſe, it 
15 neceſſary that the Will incline no other 
way: than his Grace moves it. 

But if this deſtroy the Liberty of the 
Will, their own Do&rine overthrows it : 
For they Teach, that -God, from Fterni- 


I tY, 
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| ty, before any Act of his Will, foreſaw 


which way every Mans Will, in ſuch and 
ſuch Circumſtances, would incline. He 
foreknows certainly and infallibly, that in 
thoſe \ Circumſtances it will incline this 
way, and not the other. Now if he 
know that certainly, it muſt be Certain 
and of Neceſlity, : For to know that as cer- 
tain, which is not certain, 1s not to know 
but to miſtake, to apprehend a thing 
otherwiſe than it is. And if the Will 
might or could incline otherwiſe than he 
foreſaw, his Foreknowledge would not be 
Infallible : For that excludes, not only 
aCtual Error, but a poſſibility of it. 

Tf then it be true: from Eternity, that 
the Will muſt incline this one way, it is 
not indifferent to incline that way or ano- 
'ther ; and fo its indifterency, its freedom 
from a neceſſity tro incline but this one 
way, 1s u_ by their own Principles. 
They muſt either grant, that the Liber- 
ty of Mans Will is conſiſtent with a Ne- 
ceſlity of inclining one way and not ano-_ 
ther, or yield that their own Doctrine 
deſtroys its liberty. 

Whether they will be ſo ingenuous or 
no, it is very certain that ſome Necefſ1- 
ty may very well conſiſt with Liberty in 
; I 4 -the 


120 WE Diſcourſe 


the freelt Agents. God is Neceſlarily 
good, and yet Freely : So zre the Saints and 


Angels in Heaven ; they cannot. but be 


Holy, and act holily, yet they are ſo, and 
do. fo freely. The Devils and Damned in 
Hell are neceſſarily Wicked, they cannot 
be other ; and yet they are ſo, and' att 
Wickedneſs freely : Wicked men on Earth, 
that are. habitually and judicially harden- 
ed iti Wickednelſs, they are necelſlarily evil, 
and cannot but tn, and yet they fin free- 
 Iy. So that this Conceit, though it be 
2 fundamental Poctrine with them, and 
the main weight of their Cauſe lyes on 
it, that Liberty is inconſiſtent with Ne- 
ceſlity ; is againſt the ſenſe, reafon and 
experience of Heaven, and Earth, ' and 
Hell. | 

Qbj. If Salvation be of Grace, it muft 
be a free Giit, offered and given freely : 
But we ſee in Scripture ( and the Promi- 
fes of ſaving Mercy make it ' plain) that 
it is offered, and ſo given upon Terms 
and Conditions required of thoſe that will 
. be Saved. The Promiſes are. many of 
of them expreſly Conditional ; and fo 
will the Covenant of Grace be, of which 
the Promiſes are but- ſeveral Articles. 
Now that which 1s- not Giver” or Promi- 


nd 
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ſed: but upon Terms and Conditions, ſeems 
not | to be given or offered freely ; the 
more Conditional, the leſs Free and Gra- 
CIOUS. 

Anſw. The Offers of Salvation, the Pro- 
miſes of ſaving Mercies, notwithſtanding ' 
any Conditionalneſs in them, any Terms 
annexed, are free and gracious, upon a ma- 
nifold account : for in many caſes, Con- 


. ditions or Terms do not hinder a Grant 


or Promiſe from being free. 

x. If the Condition be ſo only in re- 
ſpect of outward Form and Manner ef 
Propoſal, not properly and really : For 
then it ſeems to be a Condition, but is 
not ſtrictly. So here : Goſpel Promiſes are 
Conditional xa:Ja 70 qgaiveSams NOLE xd 7 Sives, 
quoad externam formanm CF modum proponen- 
ai, not proprie & quoad rigorem : as tO man- 
ner of propoſal they ſeem Conditional ; 
but examin them by the Laws of Condi- 
tions, and they will be found rather Ab- 
ſolute. If the denomination muſt be ta- 
ken a majors, Or 4 potiors, if the Number 
os bk will carry it, bring them to 
the Teſt, examin why they ſhould be 
counted Conditional or Abſolute ; and - it 
will be found, that in more reſpeCts, and 
for more weighty Conſiderations they ought 

£0 
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to paſs for Abſolute, rather than Condi- 
tional, in the Pelagian ſenſe ; ſo no rea- 
ſon to queſtion their Freeneſs. 

2. If the Condition be our Daty. It ſuch, 
as when we perform it we do nothing but 
what we owe, and the Promiſer owes 
nothing to us for doing it; then, if he 
promiſe any thing, he promiſes freely. It 
is promiſſio indebita pro opere debito, that 1s 
grefnita., That which 1s not ex debito 1s 
gratuito. Theſe are oppoſed, Rom. 4. 4. 

: That which is no way due, if promiſed, 

* 15S freely promiſed. Now all that 1s re- 
quired, is our Duty, we owe it ; and for 
all that we can doe, God ewes us no- 
thing. Debitum won rvedit em Denm: Pres 
muium non eſt divini juris naturalis ; his 
Nature engages him not to reward his 
Creatures. That which he does this way 
is of free Will. Dews ad premium nemint 
eſt obligatus. Rom. 11. 35. Eternal Life 
had not been due to Adam, if he had per- 
formed perfe&t Obedience ; it was only the 
Promiſe intitled him to it. If not due to 
him, much leſs to, ns ; he might vouch- 
iafe no more Reward to us than to the 
inferiour Creatures.. And ſince nothing is 
due from God, what he beſtowes or pro- 


mifes, he does it freely. When we have 
| | done 
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done all, we are but unprofitable Ser- 
vants, we have but done our Duty, we 
can Chalenge no Reward : There is none 
due, therefore when he Promiſes any, he 
does it freely. The Condition being but 
our Duty, makes nothing due; no more - 
than Reward is due to him that pays his 
Debts. 

3. If the Condition be Inconfiderable, 
compared with what 7 promiſed : Sup- 
poſe one ſhould Promiſe his Tenant a 
Thouſand Pound per annum, if he will pay 
him a Pepper Corn ; would any ſay, this 
Promiſe is not free, becauſe of tuch a 


' Condition ? Whatever the Lord requires 


of us, is no more than this, compared 
with what he Promiſes to us. Believing 
and aftive Obeying is not ſo much as 
Suffering ; yet if the Lord jhould have 
made Sufterings the Conditions of Pro- 
miſes, they would have been free in this 
reſpeCt : Becauſe the greatelt Sufferings 
(ſuch as Pas/'s, and thoſe in the Primi- 


' tive times ) would be ſmall and inconſide- 


rable, compared with the Glory Promi- 
ſed, Rom. 8. 18. 2 Cor. 4. 17. Now it the 
hardeſt Conditions be ſo inconſiderable, 
what are the ſmalleſt ? even nothing com- 
pared with what 1s Promiſed, Grace, Glo- 
Ty, God himſelf, cc. 4. If 
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4. If. the Condition be not fo ruch 
for the Advantage of the Promiſer, as to 
make us capable of the thing Promiſed. 
That which is not ſo much for the Ad- 
vantage of the Promiſer, as for his to 
whom the Promiſe is made, muſt needs 
be from free bounty ; the Promiſer here- 
11 more reſpeCting the good of another, 
than his own : What can be more of 
Grace ? Or if the Favour promiſed be 
not feiſable, without that which is pro- 
pounded as. a Condition of the Propoſal : 
If it be neceſſary to make Capable of that 
which is Promiſed, then it is rather a 
DireQtion how the Favour may be attain- 
ed, than a ſtrict Condition. It does no 
way Prejudice the freedom of the' Pro- 
mile, but rather renders it more Free and 
Gracious. But ſuch are many of thoſe 
rhings, which the-Lord preſcribes as Con- 
ditions, they are more for our Advan- 
tage than his ; he expects, he gets little 
or nothing by our Performance of them, 
Pſal. 16. 2. Job 22. 2. Job 35. 7, 8. What 
Advantage has the Lord by our Mourn- 
ing, Senſe of our loſt Condition, Appre- 
henſions of. the burden of Sin, Hunger- 
ings and Thirſtings after Righteouſneſs ? 


Why then does he annex theſe to oh 
r0- 
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Promiſes'; but becauſe without them we 


are not- capable of thoſe Mercies which he 
is willing ' ro beſtow ? Chriſt comes to 
ſeek and Save what was loſt, Mar. 18. 11. 
Luk. 19.10. Why 1s this Condition add- 
ed ? thoſe that are loſt, ſenſible of their 
loft Condition ; but becauſe Sinners are not 
capable of this Favour till then ? they will not 
be found of Chrift, *till they feel themſelves 
loſt, Why Hunger and Thirſt before be 
Satisfied ? Marth. 5. Becauſe the Soul is 
till then cloſed, ſhut up, not capable of Sa- 
tisfaQtion, - P/al. $1. 10. How can it be 
filled, | except firſt ' opened ? ſo himſelf, 
Mat. 11.28. Why Labour ? becauſe not 
till then capable of 'reſt. When the Lord 
offers ' a Favour, and withall ſhews how 
it may. be attained ;' he deals more Free- 
ly, more Gracioully, -than if he ſhould 
barely Propound it, and leave us to our 
own. ſelves to find - out 'the Way, : and 
Means how it might be effieQted. 
Conditions of - this Nature are ſo far 
from - making Promiſes leſs free, as they 
are rendered hereby niore Gracious : There 
is as much of Free Grace in preſcribi 
theſe, as in Promiſing to them, Au - 


Without theſe the Promiſe might be of no 


effect, the Favour not feilable, the Sinner 
not capable of it. s. If 


— 
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5. If the Condition be eaffe, no Coſt, 
| Charge, Trouble or Hazard attend it : 
He that Offers upon ſuch , eaſie Terms, 
Offers freely. If one ſhould Promiſe tro 
Entertain his Friend, if he will but come 


to him; or Viſit him, if he will bur let 
him in ; or Advance him, if he be will- 


ing ; or give him a Jewel that will en- 
rich him tor ever, if he- will but: receive 
it; or ſupply him with all his Heart can 
deſire, it he will but ask it : Would any 
Man have the Face to ſay, ſuch Offers 
were not Free and Gracious ? are they 
not as Free. as Heart can deſire. ? If a 
Man might chuſe his own Terms, could 
he Imagine, Invent, any more Eaſfie? | 

Such are the Promiſes of the Goſpel : 
The Lord will Extertais. Sinners, .if they 
will but Come, Ia. 55. 1. Eaſe, Mat. 11. 
Satisfie, Joh. 6. 35. Or as if it were: too 
much for Sinners to Ceme to him ; | he 


will *Come to them, if they but.; Qpep to | 


him, Rev. 3. 20. Give himſelf, the Pearl 
of great Price, if but Receive him Marry, 
zxf but. Conſent to him, Job. I. t2., Mat. 


22. 2, 3. Give Eternal Life, if but Will- . 


ing, Rev. 22. 17. Give all Heart can de- 
fire, if but A+ it, Joh. 16. 23. Open rhe 
Treaſures of Grace and Glory, if but Kpock, 

| 
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Mgt. 7.7. Be your Friend for ever, if but 
Love him, Joh. 14. 21. Bear the Weight 
and Burden of all your Cares, if. but: lay 
them on him, Plal. 55. 22. Never fail you 
in Life or Death, if but Tru# hq», Plal. 
34. 22. Pſal. 125, 1. RE 

O ! how Free are theſe Offers ! how. Ea- 
fie theſe Terms ! It would be intolerable, 
Impudence, to defire theſe upon any 
Terms more. Free. Would you have 
Chriſt your Friend, and not Love him ? 
Marry you without your ' Conſent ? or 
take. Care for you, and not. Truſt him ?e 
who can be ſo unreaſonable ? The Con- 
ditions here are of ſuch a Nature, that it 
is eyen all one as if they were abſolate : 
No Promiſe of this Nature can be more 
Free,- more abſolute ; for the: Nature- of 
what is Promiſed, will admit. of no other 
Terms, they are as free as can be. Cag 
Chriſt Come to you, if you will not let 


him in ? or. Entertain you, if not Come 


to him ? or Give himfelf, 1f not receive 
him ? Nor need you ſay, theſe are not 
eaſie, we cannot do. them of our lelyes.. 
Chriſt prevents this ; they are eaſie, if 
he Concur and Afiſt ; and he engages 
to aſſiſt all thoſe who have Intereſt in the 
Promiſes, all that Come to him. a 


—— 
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6. If the Conditioa be. Promiſed : He 
that annexes 'a Condition -'to. a Promiſe; 
and withall Promiſes to' give that Con- 
dition, does all one as if he Promiſed ab- 
ſolutely. Suppole Hiram had Promiſed 
Solomon Cedars to build - the Temple, up- 
on Condition they were -Cut down:; if 
Hiram had alſo Promiſed ito - Cut them 
down, his former Promiſe had hereby be- 
cofne abſolute:' - Or ſuppoſes Pharaoh had 
Promiſed Facob that he-iſhould come and 
be Entertamed in Egypr, upon Condition 
thar- Wagons: were provided to carry him; 
if Phayavh ſhould alſo ſend: him Wagons 
( as he did by Joſeph, Gen. 45: 19.) it is all 
one, as if the former Promiſe had - been 
abſolute. | £2 91s. 4 fu cit fo. 3!: 75:1 C3! 

So'it is here 4- And - this is enough, if 
there were no More, to- make this Truth 
evident, and- to- prove it | unan{werably. 
That which the Lord ſeems to make a 
Condition in - one place, -he Promiles 'ab- 
folutely in another : For- the Promiſes of 
Regeneration are abſolute : The Lord: free- 
iy- engages himfelf to imptanti-all Spiritu- 
al Graees and Holy Aﬀetions/ in the Soul. 
Now to theſe; either in habit or oxer- 
ciſe, are all the Promiſes-'made, which 
we count Gonditional, -' So: that the ' Con- 
> dition 


- 
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dition-of them being abſolutely Promifed; 
they are in etfect abſolute ; e: g. The Lord 
Promiſes. Salvation to. Perſeverance, as. 
24. 15. Hepromiles Perſeverance. to Faith, 
P/al. 125. 1. 1 Pet. 1. 5. and Faith is: Pro- 
miſed abſolutely, Ezek. 36. 26. A new 
Heart is a believing Heart ; ſo thar the 
two former, their Conditions being-/ Pro- 
miſed, are abſolute. He promiſes Life to 
thoſe that have Chriſt, 1 Joh. 5. 12. He 
promiſes Chriſt to thoſe that Fear him, 
Mal. 4. 2. and he promiſes Fear abſolute- 
ly, Fer. 32. 40. So wherever you find any 
thing annexed to a Promiſe, as a Con- 
dition, in another place you may find it, 
either expreſly or implicitly. Promifed-: 
And therefore all the Promiles are, inthis 
reſpect, as good as Abſolute ; and if Ab- 
ſolute, no reaſon to queſtion their Free- 
dom. | 

If the Terms or: Conditions- be ſuch, as 
it is not poſſible in the Nature of the 
thing, that the Mercy offered {hould be 


T29 


effeted without them ; then the offers of 


Saving Mercies are as Free and Gracious 
as can be, as there is any poſſibility they 
ſhould be; and no more can be deſired. 

Let me clear this in one of thole 


Terms, which is comprehenſive of all the 
| K relt, 
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reſk. :-:It. is required of thoſe, who will | 
partake, of. ſaving Merces, that they /eave | 
ſax, Forfake their. evil ways, Prov. 28. 13. 
Iſai 5507-2 Tim. 2,19. | 

This is the Summe of all Conditions ; 
and whatever is required in other Terms, 
15. included: in this, or may be reſolved 
into it. Now it 1s. not poſſible, that fa- 
ving. Mercies  ſhauld otherwiſe be had, 
that they ſhould be received or enjoyed 
but. .upon theſe Terms ; not only becauſe 
the. Lord would have it ſo, but becauſe 
the. Nature of the thing does ſo require 
it, that. it is not otherwiſe feiſtble. 

For Stn 1s our Impotency : Now can 
we. poſſibly have: Strength in the inner 
Man, if we will not part with our Weak- 
neſs.? Sin. is our. Deformity, that which 
renders. our Souls loathſome and. ugly in 
the Eye of God. Now can our Souls be 
made Lovely, if we will not part with that 
which 15 our Defilement and Uglineſs ? Can 
we be made Clean, if we will not. part 
with our Leproſie ? Sin 1s our Enmity againſt 
God, therein it conſiſts; Now can we 
poſſibly be Reconciled, if we will not lay 
aſide our Entaity ? Sia is the Poverty of | 
the Soul, that which robs and ſpoils, and 
utterly 1mpoverithes. the. Soul -: Now: can 

| : you 
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you be made Rich, it you will not part with 


your Poverty ?. Sin is the Souls reftnaynt, 
the Dungeon where it. 15, \1mpriſoned, the 
Bonds and Fetters wherewath it; 15{oafden : 
Now is it poſſible you {ſhould baverLi- 
berty, if you will not (leave your: Dunge- 
on, and part with your Fetters: ? - Sin 1s 
the Wound, the 'Mortal Difeaſe of the 
Soul ; and can you be healed, if you wall 
not part with your Diſeaſe? Sih is your 
Miſery ; can you be, Happy, if not part 
with Miſery ? Happinefs confilts, in the 
Enjoyment of God ; but adhering ro Sin, 
and the Enjoyment of a Holy God, are 
utterly inconſiſtent : And can you be 
Happy without Happineſs, or by retain- 
ing, that which is inconliſtent with it? 
So that you ſee, there is an utter im- 
poſiibility that Salvation ſhould be had, 
but upon theſe Terms : There 1s .an In- 
conliftency, a plain Contradiction, in any 
other-Suppolition. It is -an Impoſhbility, 


. not only. to us, but tothe Almighty ; and 
therefore the; Terms are as free and...gra- 


cious,. as - poſſibly © could be ; Omnipotent 
Grace it, ſelf could rot make them more 


To ckar' this, ſeveral things are- to. be. 
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(z.) The firſt Bleſſings of the Covenant 


are Promiſed abſolutely ; EffeCtual Calling, 
Faith, Repentance, Converſion, Regenera- 
tion, are Offered, ' are -Promiſed without 


' any Conditions. The Promiſes of theſe 


Mercies are abſolute, Ezek. 36. 26. Yer. 
32. 39, 4o. Under the Notions of a /Vew 


| Heart, a New Spirit, putting his Spirit, hrs 


Fear within them, &c. the Bleſſings fore- 
mentioned, called the firſt Grace, are Pro- 
miſed' abſolutely ; and fo are the ſame 
things in_ other terms, Jer. 31. 31, 32, 33- 
repeated by the Apoſtle, Heb. 8. 8. There 


can be no Inſtance given in Scripture, where 


theſe things are Promiſed upon Condi- 
tion: Indeed it they were promiſed upon 
Condition, Grace would be Promiſed to 
ſomething Natural : For this being the 
firſt Grace, there can be nothing before 
it to be the Condition of it, but what is 
Natural ; and to make that which is Na- 
tural the Condition of Grace, is groſs Pe- 
lagianiſm. If there were any Conditions 
of thoſe firſt gracious Favours, they muſt 
be thoſe things, which are Previous to, 
and Preparations for them, v:z. Diligent 
Attendance on the Word and Means of 


Grace, Convictions of Sin, legal Sorrow 


. for 
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for it, Senſe of Wrath and Miſery, which 
t | often go before Converſion, and are count- 
ed Diſpoſitions or Preparations for Faith. 
But theſe previous Works are not Condi- 
tions of Converſion, or the other Bleffings 
included therein, nor are they promiſed 
upon ſuch Terms : For the Condition 'is 
never ſeparated trom- the Favour promiſed 
to it ; where the Condition is performed, 
the Promiſe is always accompliſhed : Bur 
theſe preparatory Atts have been in ma- 
ny, who were. never truly Converted and 
Regenerated, never had a New Heart and 
a New Spirit given them : So that theſe 
Preparations are no Conditipns- of Faith 'or 
Regeneration. ; much leſs is there any thing 
of congruous Merit in them. ' Our Divines, 
that inſiſt on ſuch Preparations for Chriſt, 
decryed. the Conceit of Merit, though in 
the loweſt form. This Merit of the Pa- 
pilts inferrs a . Dueneſs of the thing ſo 
deſerved ; a - Duenels in Congruity, th6 
not in Juſtice : And what 1s due from 
the Lord any way, he will infallibly be- 
ſtow : But''there may” be theſe previous 
Diſpolitions, where Faith is never given. 
There is not ſo much as a Conditional 
Connexion between ſuch Preparations. and 
thoſe Bleſſings ; rhey are Promiſed ab- 

K 3 ſolutely- 
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ſolutely, without any Condition: expreſſed 


or -1imphed. es 44k 


_o(#:) The ſubſequent - Bledings of the 
Cavenant, thoſe-thar follow rhe firſt, are 
in.;ſpme - ſenſe Conditional, and fo Offered 
and;\Promiled in 2;Cpndztionat Form, and 
yer .are.; ngver. the;iJeſs. Gracjous. There 
are-rIeams and Conditions, taking the 
word Conditiqns+in. a latitude, as ' Com: 
priging Qualifcations, ' Adjuntts, and 'ne- 
cellary; Antecedents, . which :do no way 
derogate | from Grace ; neither detract from 
its Fregneſs, nor obſcufe, but rather illus 
ſtrate; it, Row,,10. 8, 9, 10. Rev. 3. Upon 
ſuch. Terms are _ Juſtification, - Adoption] 
Salyation offered; and not Offered but 
upon Terms, and... yet moſt:; Freely and 
Graciouſly, Rom. 3. Freely - by - bis' Grace; 
and yet through/ Faith, no-otherwiſe bir 
upon ſuch- Terms, Joh.. 3. 48, Upon . the 
ſame Terms we are Adopfed, Joh. 1. 1%; 
We are ſaved..by Grace; . but; though 
Faith, Eph. 2. And hot only: Faith," biit 
Holineſs of Heart! and Litez-and Perſeve- 
rance therein, are' the Tertns upon whicli 
Salvation is Promiſed, ;- Mar. 15, Heb. 12: 
14. Rev. 2. 10. ; Mark 13..13.. It is all. 
One as if they - were expreſſed wm 
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nally. This is not becauſe the Lord 
makes a Conditional Bargain ' with us, 
leaving the, Condition, to our own Wills, 
being uncertain whether it will be_ made 
ood or no : But the. reaſon 15, becauſe 
ivine Wiſdom has made a Connexion 
betwixt theſe Bleſſings, ſo tht they Jhall 
neyer | be : ſeparated ;_ one of them {hall 
' Not be had without the other : 'No Juſti- 
fication without Faith, no Salvation with- 
out Holineſs, no Glory . without Perſeve- 
rance : And. has Conſtituted an Order 
amongſt them, ſo that one of them. muſt 
0: before the other: We muſt Believe 
ry Juſtified,: and 'be Holy be- 
fore we can ſee God. ; And has appbint- 
ed one of them, to a, Means .or. way 
to obtain, the other ; We are Juſtified by 
Faith, we are Created unto good Works 
that we. ſbould . watk-.in them. Ads of 
Holy Obedience are the way wherein we 
muſt walk to Salvation : So that here. is 
an Antecedence of ſome Duty, and that 
neceſlary by Divine ,Appointment and 
Command, and this: tending. to obtain a 
Favour freely offered.. . | | 
And by this we may underſtand what 
= a Condition is, in a ſenſe very innocent, 
and no way injurious to Grace. It is an 
| k 4 : An- 


4 


+» 


Antecedent neceſſarily required, as th: 
way to attain qr aprive at what is Pro- 


: 


_— | 
And in, this Senſe it muſt not be deni- 


ed that there are Conditions in the Go- 
| eb, and its Promiſes ; unleſs we will 
deny that there are Duties neceſſary to 
Salvation, and made - neceſſary, by , Divine 
Command ; For ſuch a Condition is no- 
thing but ſomething of a Command joyn- 
ed with a Promiſe in a conditional Form ; 
and Divine, Commands mult. be no' more 
queſtioned, when they are joyned with 
Promiſes, than ' when they are delivered 
apart. He Commands all to Repent, and 
he. promiſes Pardon ; Put © this ' Promiſe 
and "that Command- together, and it be- 
cames\ a Conditional Promife ;'.if you 
Repent, NO have Pardon, or as the 
Apoſtle delivers it, x Joh. 1. 9. 1 we Con- 
feſs' our Sins, he u« faithful and Tuſt to for- 
give us our Sins, and. to cleanſe us from all 


4 . p 


our. Unrighteouſuefs. 


*(3.) There are Conditions that are 1s- 
jurious to Grace, ' and Inconſiſtent with it : 
Nane ſuch are annexed to any Promiſe 
of the Goſpel, none ſuch muſt be admit- 
We 9 OO A. OO 8h 
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Lord the Honour of his Grace, or have 
our Salyation intirely aſcribed to. jt. 


1. Meritorious Conditions, when the Can- 


dition is preſumed to deferye what is Pro- 
\miſed : There is no. ſuch Condition of 


Salvation as this, bat in the proud Fapcies 


. of Preſumptuous Sinners. ' For, 1. There 


muſt be a Difproportion between that 
which is procured, and the , Condition 
that: deſerves it :-Ir is of Favgur,' nat, of 
Merit, if the promiſed Bleſſing exceeFthe 


worth of the Condition. To make this 


plain; fappoſe the” worrh of” a.days Work 
be- twelve Pence, a” Man Ptomiles ano- 
ther a thouſand \Crgwns for a "days. La- 
bour ; it: cannot if! any reaſon be, imagin- 
ed that his days Labour deſeryes ſo much ; 
if he receive fo' much, he. hag it of Fa- 
vour not of Merit., Now the Diſpropor- 
tion is far greater betwixt Salvation, and 
all that is required of us in order there- 
to © Sufferings for Chriſt are more confi- 
derable on this account than holy  AR- 
ings; but all the Sufferings of this Life, 
ſuch as thoſe of the Apoſtle and the Pri- 
mitive "Chriſtians, bear not the ſleighteſt 
Proportion to the, Glory Promifed, ' Row. 
8. 18. * there is no Proportion betwixt 
Wn; 0 , chem ; 
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them ; he oy offered, "dges , ROE 
exceed 'them ;” 1t is the Eternal 1njoy- 
ment of Ged himſelf; and between that 
Which is finjte and. infiaite there is no 
Pro portion, -2 Cor. 4..47., If Glory were 
omiſey. on theſe. Terms, as it ſeems: to 
+ Tims. 2. 12. yet Suffering would, be 
5 From Deſerving the C wn ; there is no 
Sotho hwy: fit worth in, t Cogn to ſo yaſt a 
Crown: * Merit quite E des Grace ;. for 
thay which. deſerye Fi due in Juſtice, 
it" 1s a juſt ASebe : 4 We that which, is of 
Debt, is not, pres Ber Gragy, If; if. wy 
Apo ſtle underſtood le things, Rom. 
makes. a. plain Oppoſition | Bos 
Cage and Debt. And. therefore, if. by 
the Performance of , any . Condition we 
cat deſerve Salvation, .it will. be of Debt, 
and we, haps Expung - the Text, and con- 
ME, We ate, not A Py. Grace. | 


ON . the. notion. of Cndine 
ns, niuſt _ be of this Nature,  by,.that 
Pottrine” which will. have norung, ne- 
ceflary” for” the- Performance thereof, but 

Suaſive 
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Soaſive 'Grace:: For this gives no Power 
ſufficient for / \Performance ;' and therefore 
if there be any Performance, it muſt be 
by the Power of . Nature, Their Grace 
gives not the: Power, but ſuppoſes 'it in 
the Will- already : All that- w can juſtly 
pretend to,'15''to Excite what it finds, 
not what it gives. It does not, it can: - 
not ſubdue the Wills Corruptions, natural 
and contracted, "which is its' Moral Intpo- 
trency': And' that which leaves it Im 
_ as it found it, gives ir-not Power”; 

t -plants no Principle of | Spiritual Eife 
_ Strength in -the Will, - but diſclaims 
theſe expreſhy:!: And as it does not #1 
the Power,. ſo neither does: it give- the 
AQ-;- it determins not 'the' Will, nor 
cauſes it to 'ACt'; but 'leaves it to incline 
as it lift, when- there 1s no Principle in 
©. to incline” it' towards that which is 
Saving, and "Corn enough to incling 
it- the other way. - 

The Cafe fanding thus, if the wil 
comply with the Terms of: Salvation; it 
muſt be 'by its 'own Power,” ſince *it- has 
no -rhore from above : And then, in"Op- 
poſition to- thei Fext, Salvation will be of 
ourſelves, by our own Strength, not by 
Grace's - nor will 'Grace which: is _ 


140 W; Diſcourſe 
" be the Gift of God : For 'if he (give nei- 
ther the Power, nor the Aft, who can 


imagine how it can be counted his Gift ! 
They may as well ſay, we are Saved by 


the Power of Nature, as that the Condr- 


tions of Salvation are to be Performed by 
ſuch a Power, without any- other Aſſt. 
ance of Grace. a] | & 


| 3-, No Legal Conditions, no Conditions 
performed by us, nor our Righteouſneſs, 
The Righteouſneſs by which we are juſti- 
hed; the, Righteouſneſs by which we have 
Pardon, or by which we have Right and 
Title to Salvation, Neither Faith, nor 
fincere Obedience, are required of us for 
this end ; nor +can they, when Perform- 
ed: by , us, be any ſuch Righteouſneſs, 
It is Chrift, and he alone, that is. our 
Righteouſneſs ; it is by . his Righteouſneſs, 


and that alone, - that we are Juſtified : 


It was he, who by his Obedience to 
Death ,fatisficd Divine Juſtice, and pro- 
cured Title ' to Eternal Life, It -is not 
retended- that any Performances of ours 
door. can ſatisfie Divine Juſtice ; nor can 
it. with; more reaſon be pretended, that 
our . Performances - give us Title to Life. 
Thoſe that fay he did not both, x 
i | we 
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well ſay he did neither. Our Perform- | 
ances may evidence. our. Title, but they | 
give it not, nor are the Ground of it. 


JIlt is Chriſt, his Rpghteouſneſs, that is 


the only Fourdation of our Title, Rom. 


Yo. 4. The End of the Law, 1. e. of the 


Covenant of Works, was, that Man, ,by 
the Righteouſneſs of Perfe& Obedience, 
might have Title to Eternal Life ; this 
being. rendered 4mpoſlible in Mans fallen 
and 'ſinful State, how ſhall the End of the 


"JLaw, which the Lord aimed at, be at- 


tained ? Why, Chriſt attains the End of 
the Law by his Righteouſneſs, giving Ti- 


'Itle to Life to thoſe who believe. 


Faith and Obedience are not our Righ- 
teouſneſs ; now, as Perfect Obedience was 
to be in the State of Innocency, they are 
not in the ſtead of it, they have not the 
Vertue and Office of it, they are not 


*-] Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, as 


that was of the Covenant of Works ; 
ji, e. They are not the Righteouſneſs by 
which we are Juſtified, and have Title 
to Life : It is Chriſt that is the End of 
the Law for Righteouſneſs to thole Purpo- 
ſes ; and to aſcribe that to our Performan- 
ces, which 1s proper to him, 1s injurious to 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chridt. 


And 
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.zAnd how. :is it of Grace upon theſe] 7© 
Terms ? how. is the Covenant of the Go-| 

ſpel more Gracious than that of Works {| <" 

It cannot be ſaid tMit it is more Graci;| 

ous, becauſe it; requires and accepts lels, 
ſincere Obedience being not ſo 'much ag] 5: 

that which is Pertfe&t : For ſincere Obedi-| 22 
ence may "be counted as much to'' Man 

in his-preſent State of Sin- and Impotency, 

as Perfect Obedience in athe State of In:Þ 
nocency and' Perfection. But the: ttan- 
ſcendent Graciouſneſs of the Goſpek Cove: 
nant, confifts. not in requiring leſs Righ-. 

' teouſneſs to give Title to Lite, thani was 
due at fixft ; bur in, not. requiring a;-Per: 

fe&t Righteouſneſs of us Perſonally. | for] ©2 
that end, but providing and accepting] YE 
that of a ſurety, according. to- that of 'thef 7 
Apoſtle, Rom: 8.: 3, 4: The - Law : could} 7% 
not give vs: Life, becayte. being: weakens 

ed by ſin, we could not © Perfornt-::the w 
Perfect Righteoulnels_ »wihigh is required; 

but what the: Law could not do, Chriſt] 29! 
[9 has dane, [giving us Tk to Life, fulfill-| Vc 
ing. the Righteouſnels. df it: in 'our -bdehath 

| Byt does--notothe. Serpture. declare, that 
our | Obedjence © 15: the »Qbedience which 
gives Title -;to; Life! iRew; 22. 144 Am 
{wer, There” is.. a double. Rigls,.: Ja5- 44 
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| rem, and Jus in re; a Right of Title, 

and: a' Right of Poſſeſſion : Holy Obedi- 

2] ence gives us not the Title, but leads us 

into Poſſeſſion. It gives not” the Title, 

| for. that. we have 1n Juſtification, * Roz. 

'| 5. 18. Now Obedience is after Juſtificati- - 
- | 0nN, and ſo cannot give that which. is | 
1| before it ſelf, and - does not give that 

which 1s given already. But it leads us 

into Poſſeſſiog, it is the Way by which 

\.| we enter ; ſo the Word immediately fol- 

| lowing . will have it underſtood. When 

1.| the Apoſtle had declared that we are 

1g] Saved by. Grace, Eph. 2. 8. and fo ex- 

| cluded Works, Zer/; 9. that we may 

count this to be our. Title to Salvation, 

yet. he adds, Yer. 10. We are his work- 

tel 72anſbip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 

1g works, which God hath before ordained that 

we ſhould walk. in them. Theſe are the 

Rf Ways. wherein we muſt- walk, if we 

yp will” arrive at Salvation ; but they” are 

| Dot 'our Title to it; as Perfeft: Obedience 

1. would have been fin. che firſt Covenant, 

1& | the: Law of Works ; they are not ſuch 

ac] Conditions, they--are/ nor our Righteoul- 

-þf neſs, (upon which: our Title 'is' Found- | 
m1 <4) as that was deſigned to be : They 

1x) are not Legal Conditions. 

= L > 4. Oblig- 
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4. Obliging Conditions. There is no per- 
formance of - ours, that can of it ſelf oblige 
the Lord te perform any Promiſe ; the 
reaſon, becauſe it is defeQive, and falls ſhort 
of what is required: And amongſt men, 
he that promiſes upon Conditions is not 
obliged, if the Terms be not duely ob- 
ſerved. The Law of our Creation requi- 
red of us perfect Performancey and no leſs 
rhan perfeft Obedience to God will be due 
from us, while we are Creatures. Ir is 


true, Man now wants Power to- anſwer 


his Ingagements, but that was through 
his own fault ; and the Lord does not loſe 
his due, becauſe Man fins againſt him. 
Now being defeQtive, and falling ſhort of 
his Duty, it is ſinful ; and that which 
is ſinfull, is to be puniſhed, not rewarded, 
as ſuch it has not a Moral fitneſs for pro- 
miſed Reward ; that whichis ſinfull, brings 
the performer under the Curſe, Gal. 3. it 
deſerves eternal Death, Rom.6. and ſocannot' 
oblige. the. Lord to reward it. 

Upon this account, the beſt performance 
of any ſuppoſed Condition, 1. ſo far of it 
{elf from making any promiſed Bleſſing 
to be due in ,point of Juſtice, that it can- 
not make it due in. powat of Faithfulneſs. 

That 
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That which needs Pardon cannot of it ſelf 
make any. thing due to us, but Puniſh- 
ment. . Our Faith, our Repentance, our 
Obedience, | being ſinfully defeAive; - cans 
not. as ſuch make any thing due to us, 
but Puniſhment; and ſo cannot oblige the 
Lord to perform the Promiſes, to-juſtifie, 
pardon, -or {ave*us :: For that which obli- 
ges the Lord to execute the Threatning, 
cannot oblige .him to fulfill his Promiſe. 
How then .is the Lord obliged? How come 
the Promiſes to be accomplithed ? - Why, 
not upon the account of our defeQive Per- 
formances,. but for Chriſts ſake, and. fo 


through! Grace. 


Chriſt has ſatisfied for the ſins 'of his 
People, for the finful defeQts of their Per- 
formances : Upon his account they are par- 
doned and accepted, ando for his-fake they 
are rewarded, and the Promiſes performed. 
Thus, as 2 Cor. 1. 20. all the Promiſes are 
performed with unvariable Faithfulneſs ; he 
engages the Faithfulneſs of God-to fulfill all | 
the Promiſes, when as our Performances, 
conſidered in themſelves, do oblige him and 
would rather engage him againſt it. 


Ge Untertain Conditions. When it is un- 
certain whether the Condition will, be per- 
| | formed 
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formed or no. Such Conditions have place 
amongſt Men, and Men only, ſuch as 
ſuſpend the Aﬀair iz eventum incertumy 
and leave: it at uncertainty as to the Event 
it is uncertain whether the Condition will 
be performed or not, and ſo uncertain whe- 
ther the Promiſe will be performed. The 
Reaſon why Man propoſes ſuch Conditi- 


ons, is his Weaknels and ImperfecQtion, 


for want of Power or Foreſight. He has 
not the Wills of others in his Power, can- 
not make them comply with his Will, 
and {o cannot. tell what they will do. So 
that it is alſo for: want of certain Fore- 
knowledge or Foreſight, when we will not 


beſtow a' Favour on another, but upon 


Terms. It we were certain that the Terms 
would be obſerved, we would promiſe Ab- 
ſolutely ; if we were certain the Condition 
would not be obſerved, we would not pro- 
miſe at all ; but becauſe we are uncer- 
tain, therefore we promiſe Conditionally. 
Now the Ground of thele Conditions being 
Weakneſs, they muſt in no wiſe be aſcrt- 
bed unto God. It derogates from his in- 
finite Wiſdom, and infallible Foreknow- 
ledge ; it derogates from his Power and 
| Providence over mans Will and human 
Afﬀairs : it derogates from the Efficacy - 


s * *. f 
_— —Y} S_ Mea me PI—_ Je" "LY 


—___w”, ww wn us kay 
wk } 


: 


of Fre»Grace. = 147 


his Grace, as tho this could not, determin 
mans Will, or prevail with it certainly 
and infallibly to comply with his Propo- 
fals ; but: muſt leave it indifterent, and 


in ſuſpenſe, and. ſo at» uncertainty, whe- 
ther it will comply or-.not comply with 


what he propounds: 
 :. For VSE.. 


: (1.) Acknowledge this Grace? How ? By 


getting high Apprehenſions of it, and en- 


tertaining frequent Thoughts about it. 


Say, How precious are thy Thowzhts' to me, 


' 0 Goa! how great us the, ſumm of them ! 


Let the Meditation - hereof be {weeter than 


FT i 


(3.) Let it be « Motive to all Holineſs 
and Obediemce. Let the Grace of God, the 
Love of Chrift conſtrain you to an Obſe- 
quioyfnefs to him, and AﬀeQtionatenels to 
ofe, another. . If God fo loved us, how, 
ogght we love one another | \ 


: (4) Let Rt frengthen our Faith in Af- 
5 S4: flitions, 
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fictions and Temptations, - from the Pow- 
er of Sin and ſ{enſe:'of unworthineſs: | 
£ $905 199 09 


(5-) Hold 'it forth: to. others : \ Take all 
Occaſions. to magnitie it ;;: oppoſe every 
Prattice ' and Opinion "that bbſcures: the 
Luſtre of it. Uſe it as a Touchſtone, to 
diſcover what Perſons are moſt holy, what 

" Tenents are moſt 'true,' even thoſe which 
moſt illuſtrate: Free-Grace. 


Y © (6.) By 'golath##5+in the Lord ;-uſing--it 
to make H: ond keep us humble. We 
had nothing to' 77, nothing to move, 
for Salvation : - what we are, or have, we 
are % and have: from this-'/Grace. + Let 

no man boaſt, Rom. 9. It you have any 

laudable, amiable Accompliſhments, give 
the glory to. Gdd.' OP 1h 


For Motives, 


x. 'Conſider, how thankfull | Gods ancient 
People were for Temporal Salvation ; what 
ſweet Strains of gratefull Hearts appear in 
thoſe Songs of Praiſes which we find Re; | 
corded uſually after any Deliverance. And 
have we not -much more reaſon to be 
thanktull tor Eternal Salvation ?... 

: | rar anaa ena | 2. Con- | 


ly 
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__ 2:\Gonſider what”a' comprehenſive Bleſſing 
pr rm is. and take an Eftimate there- 
.of,..by comparing 'it with the: Temporal 
RY PP of c 1/+ aclites:; \Thole ain 
cceded from 'a' Common | ordinary Love, - 
theſeifrom 2 Peculiar diſtingaiſhing Aﬀe- 
Qtion: Their: Deliverances Wwere effetted, 
not/ without 'theiHazard of of their Per- 
ſons';. our Salvation/:is Effe&ted- only by 
the Blood of Chriſt : The Iffne of theirs 
was: not much more than Civil Tran- 


| quility, fitring/under their Vines and Figg- - | 


trees ; the » Ifſgerof ours is' Grace, Glory, 
Joy, and thoſe" things that Eye has not 
ſeen, nor Ear: heard, nor have <ntred into 


the: Heart of Man to conceive. 


3. This 1s the -Exd of all God does in 
the: World, even to Glorifie' himſelf ; as 
Rom... 9. in ihowing the Exceeding Riches 
of his\ Grace, ww his' Kindneſs towards us 
through; Jeſus Chriſt : 'Now't we have no 
other - way to 'Glorifie' him, but by an. 
ative: affeQionate! Acknowledgment of his 


- Grace. e 


n 4.' This (is the: Employment ' of gloryfied 
Spirits in Heaven, . to Praiſe, Admire and 
; ; L 3 Adore 


- 


| | go 4 Difcourſe * | 
| Adore this Grace: This is the Subje& of | at 
thoſe Seraphick Praiſes:::-The' thoughts of | Hi 
this ſtupendious. Love tranſports. 'Angels | {el 
and Mem into an eternal Rapture. This-is | R 
'the way to be in Heaven ;upon Earth; #6 | H 
anticipate Glory, to anter into: our Maſters | v: 
Joy before : we come -at:it © Nay;: this''is | k 
the way by which our Maſters Joy enters 
into us. | Never are Qur-Souls filled; with ' 
ſuch Raviſhing Pleaſures;/ as when: we 
are taken up with ſuch heavenly Eaxpl6y: 
ment. Never do we rife higher above che | 
World, than; when theſe: /Fhoughts' wing | * 
our Souls:: Nay, ſometimes they 'will fea! - 
into Heaven, as the 1/vaelites Spyes ind | 
Canaan, and bring from thence into our 
Souls, Grapes, and _ Potigr 
nates, ſome taſte of what we ſhall fully 
enjoy in'the Land of Promiſe. 8 
Salvation is a. comprehenfive Blefling. ; 
it includes the Eternal Love-of God; that 
is its Foandation : Which Eternal: Love 
broke forth | in- time into ſuch high Ex- 
preſſions, as to ſend his Son, to live miſe 
Tably, and dye ſhamefully for' us, and in- 
tereſt us in all the Merits of his Death, 
This was the Purchaſe of Salvation, and 
It. is the Concluſion ; as . thd nawilkng 
thoſe whom he loves. ſo well, ſhould be 
| at 
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t ſuch a diſtance from him, takes us to 
oa, 'to {ce his Glory, to Bathe our 
ſelves in that Stream of Bliſs, in thoſe 
Rivers of Pleaſure that are at his Righr 
Hand. This is the Aecompliſhment of Sal- 
vation ; ſure this deſerves to be Acknow- 
kdged. 
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Books written and publiſbed by Mr. John | 
Howe. Miniſter of the Go{pet, and ſold by 
. Tho. -Parkhuſt az  zhe, Bible. ayd ;three 
- "Crowns at the lower end of Cheaplide, 
near Mercers Chappel. 


I = Bleſſedneſs of the Righteous, opened : 

£ And further Recommended from the 

Conſideration of the Vanity of this Mortal Life : 

In two Treatifſes, on Pal. I. I'4- and Pfal, 


89. 47: 


2. Of Thoughtfulnef for the Morrow. With ! | 
an Appendix, concerning the Immoderate Deſire |] 
of fore. knowing things to come. 


2. The Redeemers Tears wept over Loſt Souls. 
A Treatiſe on Luke 19. 41, 42. with an. Ap- 
pendix, wherein ſomewhat is diſcourſed con- 
cerning the Blaiphemy againſt the holy Ghoſt, and 
how God is | 9d to will rhe Salvation of them 


that periſh. - 


4. Of Culiy in reference to other mens 
Sins. 


